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The English version of this Decision immediately follows.
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Appeals Committee — The Interdisciplinary Center

Before: Dr. Hillel Sommer — Chairman

Prof. Orit Tykocinski

Mr. Gadi Domb

Appeal against the Decision of the Disciplinary Officer

Dr. Rifat Azam given on May 30, 2012

in Disciplinary File 5/2012
On Behalf of

The Appellant: ~ Mr. Nir Dagan

On Behalf of
The Complainant: Ms. Orly Shaked

Decision

The Hearing before the Disciplinary Officer and His Decision

The Student Appellant was convicted by the Disciplinary Officer of copying on a seminar paper,
offenses under sections 2(a), 2(d), 2(e), 2(f) and 2(k) of the Disciplinary Regulations.

The Disciplinary Officer determined that the Student was not telling the truth and utterly rejected his
version of events.

The Disciplinary Officer imposed the following punishment:
a. Disqualification of the seminar paper.

b. Suspension from studies for one year. The suspension shall take effect the 1% semester of 2012-13
and shall end at the end of the 2nd semester of 2012-13.

c. Fifty (50) hours of community service in the framework of the community service program at the
Interdisciplinary Center. The Student shall not be entitled to receive certification of his degree
before completing the said service.

The Student did not appeal the conviction or the severity of the punishment; he only appealed the
timing of the punishment. The Disciplinary Officer determined that the suspension shall take effect
the beginning of the 2012-13 academic year. The Appellant asked that the suspension take effect at
the time that he would have been entitled to receive his degree had he not committed the offense.
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The Extent of Intervention of the Appeals Committee

As stated in many decisions of the Appeals Committee in the past:

a. As a rule, the Appeals Committee must demonstrate restraint in its intervention in the
Disciplinary Officer's decisions. This mainly stems from the fact that the Disciplinary Officer is
"in charge of disciplinary matters" (clause 1 of the Disciplinary Regulations) and he has the
communal authority to determine and enforce disciplinary policy at the Interdisciplinary Center.
As the individual "in charge of disciplinary matters" the Disciplinary Officer is directly exposed
to the facts of each case (and in this case he has the authority to interrogate the accused students
and witnesses at the hearing), to trends and complaints in regard to the disciplinary field at the
Interdisciplinary Center and to requests of enforcing discipline (for instance from the Student
Union). Therefore it is the role of the Disciplinary Officer to fortify and enforce disciplinary
patterns in accordance with the disciplinary policy of the Interdisciplinary Center, which he
believes should be promoted in the framework of his role. Thus, if it is the goal of the
Interdisciplinary Center, as a small scale social, humane and educational community, to promote
certain behavioral values, it is the role of the Disciplinary Officer to enforce them and we cannot
destroy his role as the individual in charge of discipline by exchanging his discretion with our
discretion. This is logically obvious and apparent from the fact that the Appeals Committee is not
the superior administrator in charge of discipline and from its authority to intervene only in
reference to a small number of decisions of the Disciplinary Officers, i.e. those cases in which the
decision of actual suspension from the Interdisciplinary Center has been determined and then,
only if the student has chosen to appeal.

b. Nonetheless, there is no doubt that within the quasi-judicial role of the Disciplinary Officer when
deciding with reference to the rights of the student it is his duty to act fairly and justly (without
prejudice, without arbitrariness, while strictly adhering to natural justice, acting reasonably and in
accordance with the authority vested in him). Furthermore, due to the wider composition of the
Appeal Committee and its referring only to the punishment of actual suspension which is
especially severe, the Committee will remain open to discussion as much as possible while taking
into consideration the individual circumstances of the student appealing and delicately balancing
this with the goals and image of the Interdisciplinary Center, the goal of the disciplinary hearing
at the Interdisciplinary Center and the communal status of the Disciplinary Officer as the body
directly entrusted with disciplinary matters.

The Hearing before the Appeals Committee

During the hearing before the Appeals Committee the Representative of the Appellant pointed out the
relatively prolonged period of delay that will occur in bestowing the Student his degree in comparison
to the normal track he would have completed had he not committed the offense of copying.

The Student also asked that we take into consideration his personal circumstances relating to his
family members when determining his punishment. He also noted that he will not be able to apply for
relevant positions that require a bachelor's degree until he has completed his degree.
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The Student did not express any regret whatsoever at his own initiative; he did not express regret for
copying in the first place, and not for the proceedings in which he presented a version of events which
was not the truth. Only after he was asked by us, he feebly expressed his regret.

Decision

The Appellant submitted the paper, which is the subject of this appeal, about four months after the
date set in the regulations for submitting the work. He did so with the permission of the Lecturer. The
paper was checked within the timetable set in the regulations, and upon suspicion of copying the
disciplinary proceedings (including prior clarification) was carried within the reasonable and accepted
timetable. In other words, there was no delay in the disciplinary proceedings.

A Student who submits a copied seminar paper towards the end of his studies (which is the
appropriate time to submit the seminar paper) must take into consideration that punishment of
suspension for his actions will significantly delay the granting of his degree.

Since the Student must write a new seminar paper in place of the paper which was disqualified due to
disciplinary reasons, even without any punishment his degree would be postponed until he completed
another seminar course during a semester and submitted a new paper at the end of the said course. The
essence of the Appellant's request is to "exchange" the period of delay in granting his degree due to
the need to complete his academic requirements with the punishment of suspension the Disciplinary
Officer imposed upon him. We cannot accept this position, since that would mean the Student would
not be actually suspended for one year as decided by the Disciplinary Officer.

In reference to the new personal circumstances presented to us, we did not find that they were
significant enough to cause us to intervene in the Disciplinary Officer's decision.

Therefore, we have decided to reject the appeal.

Nonetheless, since the decision states that the suspension is for one year from May 30, 2012, it is
only fit that the suspension will end on May 30, 2013. Thus if there is a relevant seminar course
available in the summer, there is no prevention of the Student enrolling in the said course in light of
the fact that one year of suspension will have been completed beforehand.

Given Today, Sunday, November 11, 2012

Prof. Orit Tykocinski Dr. Hillel Sommer Mr. Gadi Domb
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