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The English version of this Decision immediately follows.
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NPDIYN NOIN NYIM NYYNN NN NN 7NN 1D ,NIMN DY NNNXN TADN INI) DID MININ DIDD NYYN
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The Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya
June 8, 2014

Disciplinary File No 9/2014
In the Matter of Student: B — (hereinafter: The Student)

Decision

. This file involves a Student at the Interdisciplinary Center (hereinafter: "the Student") against

whom a disciplinary complaint was filed accusing her of infracting clauses 2(a), 2(d), 2(e),
2(f), 2(k), 2(1), 2(r) of the Disciplinary Regulations of the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya
(hereinafter: "the Disciplinary Regulations"). The Student has been accused of submitting an
academic paper with parts of it copied.

On May 22 2014 a hearing was held regarding this file with the participation of the Honorable
Complainant, Ms. Orly Shaked, the accused Student, a representative of the Student Union, the
Committee Coordinator Ms. Shir Peer. Furthermore, the testimony of the Lecturer of the
course (hereinafter: "the Lecturer") was heard during the hearing.

This case involves an assignment which constitutes 30% of the final grade in the course
(hereinafter: "the paper"). The Student submitted the paper with a per in her study program
(hereinafter: "Student A") whereby each student wrote their own part separately. All of the
copied parts were located in the accused Student's part of the assignment.

During the hearing it became clear that the accused Student asked a member of her family to
help her complete a section of the paper due to his in depth knowledge of the subject of the
paper. Thus the Student sent a draft of the paper she had completed to that point, to the
member of her family so that he could help her improve the section of the paper while adding
data; arguments and so forth with which he is acquainted due to his work in the field. In this
manner the Student believed that she would significantly improve the quality of the paper. It
also became clear that the member of the family did not only use the data he with which he
was acquainted but also searched the internet for work on the subject. His search was fruitful
and several relevant papers were found from which he copied several sections including data
and fact, which he placed in the draft of the accused Student's paper. After completing his task
he sent the draft to the Student.

Immediately at the commencement of the hearing the Student admitted that parts of the paper
under discussion were copied from papers on the internet. According to the Student she
understands that turning to a member of her family to get help on completing the paper was a
wrongful act which should be condemned. In addition she internalized the severity of her act
and expressed sincere regret for her actions.

As stated, in light of the admission of the Student to committing the offenses of which she
has been accused I am convicting her of the offenses detailed in paragraph 1 above.
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6. During arguments for punishment the Student explained she regrets the situation she has
placed herself. She claimed that this is a one-time offense which is out of character and does
not represent her management as a person in general and student in particular. She claims that
she would like to continue with graduate studies and enter the work force in her field of study,
which she excels. She also asked to note that she works for her living and pays most of her
tuition on her own. The Student Union Representative argued that most of the work was
written by the Student and most of the illegitimate assistance that she received from the
member of her family focuses only on a small part of the paper. Thus, the Student Union
Representative asked to impose only punishment of disqualification of the course with
conditional suspension and avoid imposing punishment of suspension. It is noteworthy to
mention the character witness testimony given by one of the lecturers who commended the
Student and her positive character as well as her academic excellence.

7. The Complainant also noted the impression she received that the Student has a positive
character and valued academic achievements. Moreover, she accepts the argument that this
was a one-time blunder and she commended that fact that the Student took full responsibility
for the event. Nonetheless she stated that this is a severe offense which appears in the
disciplinary regulations — offense of cheating and deceit in submitting an academic paper.
According to the Complainant this is not a regular case of coping but rather a more severe case
since the Student asked another person to help her complete the assignment. Therefore the
Complainant asked to impose punishment of suspension and/or delay in entitlement to receive
her degree on the Student, according to the discretion of the tribunal.

8. Even if I have the impression that the Student has a positive character and commendable
academic achievement, who took full responsibility for her actions, who is making true efforts
to succeed with the academic and economic requirements, we cannot ignore the act that was
committed which was illegitimate in principal. It is clear that copied work even only a small
part is copied has no academic value especially a paper that was not done completely by the
Student herself.

9. On the one hand there is no dispute that copying on a paper while getting help from an external
source are severe acts that require appropriate punishment, such that it reflects the aversion of
such actions. At the same time the purpose of punishment is to convey to the students a clear
cut message that the act of such copying has no place at the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya.
On the other hand there are a number of considerations for leniency that should be taken into
account: The fact that the assignment constitutes a relative small portion of the grade (in
contrast to a final paper/seminar paper); the copied parts are all concentrated in one specific
section of the paper whereby most of the paper was the work of the Student; The Student
immediately admitted to committing the offenses and took full responsibility for her actions;
all of these facts have brought me to the conclusion that there is reason to impose significant
punishment on the student that does not include suspension from studies.

10. In light of the above, I have decided to impose the following punishment on the Student
a. Disqualification of the course.

b. Delay in granting entitlement to her degree for a period of 6 months from the date of
actual fulfillment of her academic requirements.
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c. Conditional suspension for a period of one semester should the Student commit an
offense of cheating and/or deceit as detailed in clauses 2(d); 2(e) of the regulations.
The conditional punishment of suspension shall remain valid till 2016.

d. 50 hours of community service in the framework of the volunteer program at the
Dean of Student's Office. The Student shall not receive any document or certificate
testifying to the completion of her requirements for her degree before he has
completed the said service.

This decision shall be publicized without naming the Student.

Shelly Malka, Adv.
Disciplinary Officer
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