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EFFECTIVENESS OF CELEBRITY ENDORSEMENT
OF POLITICAL CANDIDATES

Nam-Hyun Um
Hongik University

| examined the effects of celebrity endorsement of political candidates, drawing on third-person
effect theory, social identification theory, and political efficacy theory. Participants were
283 students at an American university who took part in a web-based survey that explored
attitudes using actual presidential candidates and real celebrities. Study findings sugpest
that people view such endorsements as having no impact on their own voling behavior yet
influencing that of others by encouraging them to vole for the endorsed candidate. In addition,
people positively evaluate the endorsed political candidate when they hold a high level of
identification with the celebrity endorser and are likely to vote for the candidate. Lastly,
whereas political efficacy does influence people’s intention fo vote, it does not appear to
influence their evaluation of the candidate. Limitations of the siudy and future research are
discussed.

Keywords: celebrity endorsement, political candidate, third-person effect, social identification
theory, political efficacy.
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arc conflictimg results of indvidual studics, for instance, when
it comes to the endorscer’s sex or cndorscment repetition
(Berpkvist and Zhou 201 6; Erdogan 1999). Last but not lcast,
numcrous studics have beoen conducted smee the last guant
tative review m 2004 (Bergkvist and Zhou 2016).

The present meta-analysis secks to address these shortcom-
mmgs by ntcgrating rescarch published through Apnl 2016, by
reporting average cffoct sizes according to vanous advertising
outcomes incleding respective confidence intervals, and by
performing moderator analyses testing the mmpact of vanous
endorscr and endorscd objoct vanables. In terms of methodo-
logical advancement, we apply multilevel modeling account-
ing for the dependence of multple cffcct sizes and we cstimate
publication bias, both important issucs n mcta-analysis
(Bomenstein ot al. 2000). Finally, we provide practiioners with
cmpimncally denved implications for how to choosc the nght
cclebrity and offer rescarchers an apenda for future researnch.

Concepiunal framework

Following MeCracken (1 989), celchbnty endorsements arc un

derstood as a marketing technigque in which an individual
cnjoying public reccognition “uscs this recognition on behalf
of a consumect pood by appecanng with it in an advertiscment™
(p- 310). The cffects of endorscments can well be explamed
within the advertising cffecctivencss model provided by
Ladvidge and Stciner (Lavidge and Stecmer 1961). Studics
have mostly mvestigated celebrity endormsements accornding
to onc or morc of the model’s advertising functions
(Bergkvist and Fhou 2016; Erdogan 1999: Kaikati 1987

systcmatic organization of the analyzcd dependent vanables
and moderators, and specifics ther relationships (sce Fig. 1.
According to the modcl, advertising scrves to influcnee three
basic psychological dimensions: the cognitive, the affoctive,
and the conative. “Advertising™s cogmitive funchion provides
mformation and facts for the purposc of making consumers
awarc and knowlcdgcable about the sponsorcd brand.
Advertisng”s affective function creates liking and preference
for the sponsorcd brand — preference presumably refers to
morc favorable attitndes. Advertizsing’s affective function,
therefore, 15 to persuade. Finally, advertising™s conative func
tion 15 to stimulate desire and cansce consumecers to buy the
sponsorcd brand™ (Grewal ot al. 1997, p. 2). Important to note,
wio do not suggest that these ouwtcomes necessanly take place

in a parti aVIOT)
Followir ' 29¢ 56 ization
of adver ARIENT P97 210 0T PN comes
may be i micnits.
In additi L They
possibly as and
Ambler | Add tags... ATTOVWS
n Fig. | TRTa——

~
Cognitive effects

Cognitive cffcets include awarcness and knowledge about an
cndorscd objoct. Establishing awarcness starts from creating
attention and mtcrest (Lavidpe and Stemer 1961). Dirccting
onc's attcntion mvolves controlled as well as automatic pro
cesscs (Kahneman 1973). Both processes can be mflucnecd
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Concepiual framework

Following McCracken (1989), cclchrity endorsements arc un

derstood as a marketing technique in which an individual
cnjoying public rccognition “uscs this recognition on behalf
of 2 consumer good by appeanng with it in an adverisement™
(p. 310). The cffects of endorsements can well be explained
within the advertising cffcctivencss model provided by
Ladvidge and Steiner (Lavidge and Steiner [961). Studics
have mostly investigated celchnity endorsements according
to onc or more of the model’s advertising functions
(Bergkvist and Zhou 2016; Erdogan 1999; Kaikati 1987).
Furthcrmore, the model has revealed itsclf as frmitful in a
similar meta-analysis (Grewal ct al. 1997). It cnables a

Al AT O &

Ambler 1999). This is indicated by the double-headed armows

in Fig. 1.
Cognitive effects

Copnitive cffcets include awarcness and knowledge about an
cndorsed object. Establishing awarcness starts from creating
attention and interest (Lavidpe and Stemer 1961). Dirceting
onc’s attention involves controlled as well as automatic pro
cesses (Kahneman 1973). Both processes can be influcnced
by celcbrity endorsements. First, people who arc intercsted in
a particular celcbrity arc assumed to purposcfully dircet their

COGNITIVE
Attention and Interest
.
AWArCess P . '
LI Estimations : .
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i AFFECTIVE | :
Celcbrity Endorscment | | _ :
! Attitnde towand Ad i
wersus Mo or Mon- . - [ =mmmmmmny
Celcbrity Endorscmcnt E Adtibude towarnd Objoect ! :
i MODERATORS CONATIVE . |
Endorser Sex, Type, and Maich
Endorscient Explicitneas and Froguency Bchavioral Intentions
Familiarity of Endorsed Objoct Behavior
Endorsciecit Type of Comparison Grouwp

Note, — — path tested --- — path not fesied

Fig. 1 Celchnty endomsement effectivencss model adapted from Grewal et al. (1997)
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