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"[Clontemporary political practices are based on a politics of self-interest that
produces social fragmentation, they permit an unequal distribution of social
and economic power that persistently disadvantages the poor and the
powerless, and they presuppose institutions that depend almost entirely upon
merely aggregative, episodic, and inflexible forms of decision making and that
leave deep structural problems of social and economic renewal unresolved.

Out of all these diagnoses comes the same remedy: public deliberation.

All deliberative models of democratic legitimacy are strongly normative in the

particular sense that they all reject the reduction of politics and decision

making to instrumental and strategic rationality."26
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"The growth of various religious, moral and ethnic fundamentalisms is, in my

view, the direct consequence of the democratic deficit which characterizes

most liberal-democratic societies."90
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