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The English version of this Decision immediately follows
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exam it became clear to the TA,... that several answers were copied from past course materials, even though no
.material was allowed. I checked the exam, and confirm this suspicion”
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17299 2018 MVWN /N 199 = 92y NNA YV 7 NHRY : NNDNN ANINIAY MIVYNRIN

"In laboratory studies of LTP, tetanus stimuli used. What natural process that takes
place in our neurons does a tetanus stimulus simulate, and what changes does it cause
in the synapse?"

:TNY YINNY NNDNAY 29 (2018 - /N TYIN) 7 NONRYD N¥INN NIIYND NYD

"Tetanus simulation mimics a natural process of learning by re-exposure to stimulus.
Following this process, the ability of the pre-synaptic neuron to activate the post-
synaptic neuron improves as a result of many synaptic changes, such as: releasing
more neurotransmitters adding receptors, changing ease of activation. Structural
changes are also possible, like the addition or elimination of synapses between neurons".

:(NYY 1NN 1 NORY) PITa NHRY AMNRY HVITNVDN NIYN DIND NNY

"Tetanus simulation mimics a natural process of learning by exposure to stimulus.
Because of this the ability of the presynaptic neuron to activate the post synaptic
neuron improves bc [because — A.P.] of many synaptic changes - adding receptors,

releasing more neurotransmitters, changing rate of activation and adding or taking

away synapses between neurons".
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Disciplinary Case No. 10/2023
In the matter of the student A — (hereinafter: the Student).
7.5.2023

Decision

a. Introduction

1. The student is studying toward her bachelor's degree in psychology at the Raphael Recanati
International School at Reichman University (hereinafter: "the International School"). As
a student in her third and last year, she was accused in a disciplinary complaint, dated
November 13, 2022, based on the complaint by Prof. A, which was sent to the student on
August 1, 2022, regarding cheating on the moed bet home exam (that constitutes 60% of
the course grade), which was administered in the summer of 2022 on Zoom and/or of
violating instructions relating to that exam. In light of all this, the student was accused of
violating sections 2(¢) and/or 2(f) of the Reichman University Disciplinary Regulations

(hereinafter: the "Disciplinary Regulations").

2. The honorable complainant, Ms. Orly Shaked; Disciplinary Committee Coordinator and
Protocol Registrar, Ms. Orit Laser; a senior lecturer from the International School, Dr. A,,!
the teaching assistant in the course Ms. A.; a representative of the Student Union on behalf
of the student, Ms. Gal Grecht; and the student herself were present at the hearing
regarding the student's case which was held before me on Thursday, March 16, 2023 (at
12:00 pm),. In addition, Mr. Itai Shemer was present at the hearing as an observer on
behalf of the Student Union, who also asked to express his opinion and impart about

defense in reference to two matters during the hearing, and his request was accepted by me.

b. The question of guilt

"' Dr. A. is a senior lecturer at the school and she was asked -by the Lecturer of the Course to take his place in light of
the fact that the latter went abroad for a long period. It was made clear to us that Dr. A was updated on the details of
the complaint and received all the relevant evidence and studied it thoroughly.

Reichman University (IDC Herzliya)
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3. It should be emphasized that the student denied the accusations both in writing before the
hearing? and orally during the hearing®, and therefore an evidentiary hearing based on

circumstantial evidence on the question of guilt is warranted and that is what will be done.*

4. After carefully examining all of the circumstantial evidence in the case, hearing the
testimony of the senior lecturer and the teaching assistant in the course in contrast to the
testimony of the student, while presenting questions to the three witnesses who e answered
them to my satisfaction, and examining the positions of both parties — the complainant vis-
a-vis the representative — in writing and orally, I was unequivocally convinced that the
student made use of the prohibited material when taking the closed book home exam
and in doing so committed a serious offense of cheating on a home exam. Therefore,
conviction of the student of violating section 2(c) of the Disciplinary Regulations is
warranted. It should be emphasized that this is learned both from the circumstantial
evidence in the case, including Prof. A.’s letter of complaint, and from the testimony of the

three witnesses, including the student (in writing and orally).

5. I 'would like to explain my decision to convict the student by stating that in contrast to her

own position, written and oral,® that she did not do any copying on the exam that is the

2 In a detailed letter on her behalf that was sent to the complainant and forwarded for my review she calls the charge
against her in her words: "a false charge". In the same letter, the student explains, that she was accused of possession
of a prohibited material during the exam and of copying answers from past tests. The student goes on to explain that
because: "I studied extremely hard for this exam and reviewed exams from previous years to guide me and help
me prepare. I certainly plead not guilty and deny these charges". She further emphasizes that because she acted
according to the protocol of the exam and activated two cameras, no suspicion arose against her at the time of the
exam in this regard. The student clarifies that: "I clearly remember the details of the questions and the answers". In
conclusion, the student emphasizes that until the case before us, there had been no disciplinary proceedings against her
and that she had never acted dishonestly, since this contradicts her values and may, heaven forbid, damage her good
name.

3 Both on her own and through her representative and, extraordinarily even by means of an observer on behalf of the
Student Union after I made it possible.

4 See in this context the important decision of the Disciplinary Officer (former), my colleague, Adv. Shelly Malka (as
described at the time), in disciplinary case 08/2021, dated 4.10.2021, regarding students A and B in paragraphs 21-24,
27-29 and all the references therein; See also Cr.A. 10033/17 Shaker v. The State of Israel (Dec. 11, 2019); See also
Neil Hendel and Michael Cohen's article "Circumstantial Evidence in regards to the Status of Circumstantial Evidence

in Criminal Law: An Empirical Look at Mistaken Convictions" 361 Book of Yoram Danziger (Limor Zar Gutman et
al., eds., 2019)].

Reichman University (IDC Herzliya)
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subject of the complaint,® that the cameras prove that she had nothing on the table,” and
that she simply remembered the text of the answers published in the past by the lecturer,®
since this was the fourth time she took the same exam,’ there are three different testimonies
of the school staff (an anonymous teaching assistant.'’, and Dr. A !' and Prof. A. in
writing'?), which unequivocally determines that this is a case of copying, without a shadow
of a doubt. Moreover, my careful examination of the objective evidence, comparing in
detail between the exam that is the subject of the complaint before me and the past exams
before me, reveals beyond reasonable doubt that there are many similarities to the point of
using identical sentences between the same four questions and suspicious answers on the
exam form that is the subject of the accusation (questions 1, 2, 4 and 7) and the same four
questions and answers from past exams (question 7 from Moed Alef 2018; question 5 from

Moed Bet 2018; and questions 1 and 3 from Moed Alef 2021).13

6. 1 would like to present one example, from the same four answers in which I conducted a
comparison, the first question in the complaint letter: Question 7 of the past exam —
Moed Alef 2018, whereby: "In laboratory studies of LTP, tetanus stimuli used. What

> Position supported of course by the representative on her behalf (pp. 1-2, 4 of the protocol) and by the observer on
behalf of the Student Union who asked to express his position on two matters at the time of the hearing (p. 3 and 5 of
the protocol).

6 P. 1 of the protocol and her unequivocal position in her letter (see footnote 2 above).

7 Ibid, and Ibid.

8 See her letter (Footnote 2 above).

? The Student and her representative explained that this was a course that the student repeated after she already failed
twice, the Moed Alef and Moed Bet exams, and unfortunately, she also failed on the repeated course on the Moed Alef
exam (See p. 1-2 of the Protocol).

19 In her words of the teaching assistant, on page 2 of the protocol: "What I discovered on this particular exam is
that there complete sentences that correspond word for word to what was in the lecturer's answer. I have never
encountered such a level of identity...", and the things speak for themselves.

' In her words of the lecturer, on page 2 of the protocol: "I went through the materials and compared the material
and I want to reinforce what A (Teaching Assistant) said, there was an identicalness there to the level of the
text". Moreover, the lecturer even expressed her professional opinion as a memory researcher that even though this is
the student's fourth exam and even if we assume that she has a good memory, the level of identicalness that arises from
the comparison between the answers is unreasonable (Ibid.).

12 See Prof. A’s letter of complaint to the Complainant. In this letter the Honorable Prof. writes that: "In the course of
checking the student's exam it became clear to the T.A. that several answers were copied from past course
materials, even though no material was allowed. I checked the exam, and confirm this suspicion".

13 As I stated during the hearing, had the exam been administered as an open book exam I would have accepted the
position of the Defense (page 3 of the protocol), however, the examination was administered as a closed book exam
and even on Zoom and in such cases, unfortunately, everyone knows that there are enough ways to copy without the
cameras succeeding in documenting the wrongful act (see ibid., also see the complainant's statements on pp. 3-4 of the
protocol).
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natural process that takes place in our neurons does a tetanus stimulus simulate, and
what changes does it cause in the synapse? "

Now to the lecturer's answer to question 7 (Moed Alef - 2018), as published for learning
purposes:

"Tetanus simulation mimics a natural process of learning by_re-exposure to stimulus.
Following this process, the ability of the pre-synaptic neuron to activate the post-
synaptic neuron improves_as a result of many synaptic changes, such as: releasing
more neurotransmitters adding receptors, changing ease of activation. Structural
changes are also possible, like the addition or elimination of synapses between neurons".

This, opposite the student's answer to the exact same question (question 1 on her exam):

"Tetanus simulation mimics a natural process of learning by_exposure to stimulus.
Because of this the ability of the presynaptic neuron to activate the post synaptic
neuron improves_bc [because — A.P. | of many synaptic changes - adding receptors,
releasing more neurotransmitters, changing rate of activation and adding or taking
away synapses between neurons".

It is evident that from the above comparison, the identicalness of the answers clearly
emerges which speaks for itself. For the avoidance of doubt, see the highlights and

markings I made, which indicate unambiguous copying.

As a sidenote of the conviction, the teaching assistant should be commended for her
vigilance in identifying the suspicion when checking the home exam administered via

Zoom.

The question of punishment

As is customary here, the learned complainant on behalf of the university addressed the
question of disciplinary measures should there be a conviction of cheating on the home
exam and asked to hear the student. Subsequently, under the circumstances of the case, she
believed that it was necessary to disqualify the course, postpone the student's receipt of her
degree and impose a significant conditional punishment on her; whereas the student and the

learned representative on her behalf, detailed relevant personal circumstances, they

Reichman University (IDC Herzliya)
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emphasized that this was the student's last undergraduate course, that this was the first case
in which the student was suspected of committing a disciplinary offense and even very
close to the end of her degree, and that it concerns a student with a good grade point
average (around 80), who would like to continue with graduate studies at the university and
would like to receive her degree together with all her peers in her class this coming
summer.

9. In light of the conviction for the offense of cheating on a home exam (in accordance with
section 2(c) of the Disciplinary Code) and the positions of the parties in this case, as

expressed in the protocol of the hearing, I hereby impose the following punishment on the

student:

(1) Disqualification of the exam and the course that is the subject of the complaint.

(2) A penalty of actual postponement in obtaining her bachelor's degree for one full

semester (four months — 120 days).'* The postponement will take effect from the

day the student completes all her academic requirements in full, and will be

entitled to receive a certificate of eligibility to her degree.

(3) A _conditional sentence of permanent expulsion from studies for any disciplinary

offense based on an element of fraud. The condition will remain in effect

throughout the remaining period of the Student’s studies towards her

undergraduate degree.

This decision will be published without mentioning the student's name or any other

identifying information.

P “’O .L

Dr. Assaf Porat
Disciplinary Office

14 It should be explained, that, in connection to the element of postponement in the punishment, I decided to settle for
one semester only despite the seriousness of the case, due to the personal circumstances which will not be specified for
reason of privacy and due to the fact that the disqualification of the exam and of the course by me requires that the
student repeat the course and study for another full semester; and due to the prolonged process until the final decision
was made, which was not related to the student or anyone acting on her behalf.
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