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The Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya

June 3, 2018

Disciplinary File 18/2018
In the matter of the Student A - (hereinafter: the Student)

Decision

1. This case concerns a Student of the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya against whom a complaint
was filed accusing him of committing disciplinary offenses and infracting clauses 2(c) and/or 2(f)
of the disciplinary regulations of the Interdisciplinary Center (hereinafter: The Disciplinary
Regulations). The Student was accused of having a cellular phone device (hereinafter: the phone)
that was in operation and in his possession during a closed book exam in an academic course.

2. On Thursday June 21, 2018 a hearing was held with the participation of the Complainant, Ms.
Orly Shaked, the accused Student, Student Union Representative, Noa Doron, Committee
Coordinator Shir Peer and the undersigned. In addition the testimonies of 2 proctors and of the
head of the Examinations Department were heard during the hearing.

3. In the complaint letter it was noted that during the closed book exam the head of the
Examinations Department noticed that the Student was glancing downward while the cellular
phone with the display on was between his legs. She approached the Student and asked him to
give her the cellular phone. The Student denied that he had a cellular phone in his possession.
During the argument that developed with the Student, he lifted his shirt to show that he did not
have a cellular phone in his possession and then according to the head of the Examinations
Department she saw together with 2 proctors a telephone on the Student's body.

4. In his letter of response the Student stated that during the exam he had in his possession electronic
cigarettes. He claimed that before he came to the exam he left his cellular phone in his car.

5. During the hearing the 2 proctors who were present during the exam testified. According to the
proctors they saw with their own eyes a cellular phone under the Student's shirt. In contrast the
Student claimed that what had been on his body under his shirt was an electronic cigarette and not
a cellular phone. The Student presented the electronic cigarette which he claimed was on his body
during the exam. The two proctors and the Head of the Exams Department contradicted the claim
of the Student and clarified that what they had seen during the exam was a telephone and not the
electronic cigarette that he presented.

Judgement

6. After reviewing the arguments of the parties and hearing the testimony of those involved in
this case, I got the impression beyond reasonable doubt that the version of events of the
proctor and the head of the Examinations Department is true. I was impressed by the
credibility of the witnesses and their consistent and clear testimony despite the different
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11.

12.

arguments of the accused Student. It is obvious that the Student is finding it difficult to take

responsibility for his actions.

It should be noted that section 2(c) of the Disciplinary Regulations defines “cheating on an

exam” also infraction of instructions concerning the writing of the exam or behavior during the

exam. The mere possession of a phone that is on during a closed book exam complies with the

requirements of section 2(c) and, without doubt, alone constitutes cheating on an exam.

In light of the aforementioned I hereby convict the student of infracting section 2(c) of the

Disciplinary Regulations which concerns cheating on an exam.

During arguments for punishment several details and facts relating to the personal life of the

accused Student were presented. I will note that no special extraordinary circumstances were

presented that justify deviating from the punishment threshold determined in cases of this type.

As stated, the Student was caught with a phone that was in operation during a closed book

exam. There is no dispute that the Student knew very well that there is prohibition of

possessing a phone during an exam. The Student chose to ignore this clear instruction that is

designated, inter alia, to ensure the integrity of exams at the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya

and prevent unnecessary disturbances during the exam.

A Student who chooses to bring a phone into the exam room must take into account that he is

risking suspension from studies which will affect his academic and professional future.

Considering the above, I have decided that the appropriate and proper punishment under the

circumstances is as follows:

a. Actual suspension from studies for one semester. The suspension shall take effect the first
semester of the 2018-2019 academic year.

b. Disqualification of the course which is the subject of this case.

c. Conditional suspension for one year should the Student be convicted of an offense of
cheating on an exam. The conditional punishment will remain valid until the end of the
2019-2020 academic year.

This decision will be publicized to the Students without naming the Student.

Shelly Malka, Adv.
Disciplinary Officer
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