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On Thursday, June 6%, 2024
Reichman University resolved to honor

HAIM JELIN

Haim Jelin, a member of Kibbutz Be’eri, is an esteemed Israeli public figure who has demonstrated a decades-long dedication to the residents of the Gaza Envelope. Since the October 7 attack,
Jelin has served as one of their most prominent advocates, honorably representing the evacuees from the Gaza Envelope communities who aspire to return to their homes in absolute safety.
Jelin was born into a Zionist family in Buenos Aires, Argentina, in August 1958. He immigrated to Israel at the age of 18 as part of the “Garin Etgar” group and settled in Kibbutz Be'eri,
where he worked in agriculture. He enlisted in the IDF as a lone soldier and served as an instructor in the Armored Corps’s tank commanders course.

Following his release from the IDEF, Jelin became a member of Kibbutz Be’eri, where he has held various positions. These included managing the dairy, working in the marketing department
of the Be'eri Printing Press and in the administrative center for early childhood, and fulfilling the roles of accountant and treasurer of the kibbutz and director of the community. Jelin holds
a degree in economics and management from Ben Gurion University of the Negev and Sapir College. He is married to Ziva, the daughter of founders of Kibbutz Be’eri, who is an artist
and the curator of the Be'eri Gallery. Together, they have four children.

Throughout the years, Jelin was actively involved in municipal activities in the Negev region. He has been a board member of several kibbutzim in the Gaza Envelope and served as chairman
of Kibbutz Nahal Oz, Kibbutz Mashabei Sadeh, and Kibbutz Lahav.

In 2007, Jelin was elected to serve as the head of the Eshkol Regional Council, which encompasses over 30 localities in the Western Negev. In 2012, he was re-elected for a second term with an
overwhelming majority of 91 percent. He continued to serve until March 2015. During his tenure, Jelin guided the council’s communities through three major military operations against the
terrorist organization Hamas in the Gaza Strip — Operations Cast Lead, Pillar of Defense and Protective Edge — and amid the continuous threat of rocket fire, mortars, and intrusion alerts.
Jelin took steps to protect residents’ homes and educational institutions, and developed a strategic model for addressing extreme security situations. Jelin also spearheaded the establishment of
three new communities for the evacuees of the Disengagement Plan, and advocated for the allocation of Israeli government budgets to support population growth and community resilience.
In the 2015 elections for the 20th Knesset, Jelin was elected as a member of the Yesh Atid party. During his time in parliament, he served on several committees, including the Foreign Affairs
and Defense Committee, the State Audit Committee, the Education Committee, and the Science and Technology Committee. Additionally, he chaired the lobby for the protection of the
north, the lobby for the Gaza Envelope, the agricultural lobby, and the lobby for local government, and was a member of a number of other lobbies. Jelin actively promoted connections
between Latin American countries and Israeli government offices on water and agricultural issues. He retired from political life in 2019.

On the morning of October 7, as the rocket barrages began and the sounds of gunfire echoed around the kibbutz, Jelin entered the saferoom together with his family while armed terrorists
roamed near their home. It was over 11 hours later, when the battle against the terrorists in the kibbutz was still ongoing, that Jelin and his family members were rescued by IDF forces.
Jelin has since returned to live in his home on Bé’eri, though most of the kibbutz residents continue to dwell in temporary accommodations.

Since that Black Shabbat, during which Jelin lost many friends and acquaintances, some of whom are still being held captive by Hamas, he has emerged as the unofhcial spokesperson for the
evacuees of the Gaza Envelope. Through regular appearances on television studios, interviews with various media outlets, participation in conferences, and meetings with decision-makers,
Jelin delivers important messages in a calm and composed manner, emphasizing the duty of state authorities to provide suitable solutions for the evacuees, secure the return of the hostages,
defeat the terrorist organization Hamas, and rehabilitate the devastated communities.

In recognition of his years of dedicated service to Israeli society and his contribution to the development of the Eshkol Regional Council and the Gaza Envelope communities;

with gratitude for his demonstration of leadership that expresses hope and the important voice he represents for the residents of the Gaza Envelope; and in appreciation for his
embodiment of the Zionist vision of immigrating to Israel and taking an active part in the settlement of the Negev with a forward-looking vision,

Haim Jelin is hereby conferred the degree of

DOCTOR PHILOSOPHIAE HONORIS CAUSA

of Reichman University
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