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The Interdisciplinary Center
Disciplinary File 43/2006

In the Matter of Accused Student A — The Respondent
August 15, 2006

Decision

The Respondent is a freshman at the International School. According to the complaint
filed against the Respondent in accordance with clauses 2(d), 2(f), 2(k) and/or 2(q) of
the Disciplinary Code, suspicion has arisen that a paper she submitted in the course
"Political Economy of the Middle East, was copied with minor changes in the version
and editing of articles publicized on the Internet without citing the articles as
references. The lecturer stated in the complaint letter that the paper was given as an
alternative to students who were not present for a test administered in class, and that
during the course and as specific instructions given for as guidelines for writing this
paper the students were given explicit and detailed instructions regarding citing
sources. She stated that she had warned the students several times regarding
plagiarism. Immediately upon notification of the complaint filed against the
Respondent she admitted to committing the offense and expressed her regret.

The Complainant and the Respondent were heard during the hearing held before me.

The Respondent again admitted to having committed the offense while expressing her
regret. She described her personal and family circumstances (but because of right of
privacy, I shall refrain from detailing them herein) which have recently become a
burden on her studies. The Respondent claimed that these circumstances caused her to
commit this hasty and wrongful act for which once again she expresses her regret and
SOITOW.

I believe the Respondent's version of events in which she had been under stress during
the time of submitting the paper. However this does not justify or significantly reduce
the severity of the act. Though this case involves a first year student, she should have
referred to the appropriate factors as far as she encountered difficulties in carrying out
the tasks required of her and to refrain from committing the severe offense of

copying.

In light of the aforesaid, and after giving my opinion about the Respondent's

immediate admission as well as her expression of regret, I have decided to convict the

Respondent of deceiving on homework in accordance with clause 2(d) of the IDC

Disciplinary Code and to impose the following punishment:

1. Disqualification of the course "Political Economy of the Middle East".

2. Suspension from studies at the Center for one semester, which is the first semester
of next year (2006/7). Under the circumstances this suspension shall not prevent
the Respondent from completing the courses she has failed in the past, as such
may be relevant. However she shall not be entitled to register for new courses
during the suspension period.

3. Conditional suspension for two years, where the condition is that the Respondent
shall not commit any dishonest offense. The condition shall remain valid until the
completion of the Respondent's studies at the Center.



The Respondent has the right to appeal this decision within thirty days from the date it
has been delivered to her.

The Secretariat shall publicize this decision without naming the Respondent.

Dr. Amnon Lehavi
In Charge of Discipline



