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The Interdisciplinary Center, Herzliya

February 25, 2013

Disciplinary File 5/2013
In the Matter of Student 1 and Student 2 (Hereinafter jointly: the Students)

Decision

Introduction

1. The case under discussion involves two students (Student 1 and Student 2) at the
Interdisciplinary Center. A disciplinary complaint was filed against the two students
accusing them of committing offenses and breaching sections 2(a), 2(b), 2(d), 2(e), 2(f),
2(K) and 2(r) of the Disciplinary Regulations of the Interdisciplinary Center (hereinafter:
"The Disciplinary Regulations™). The Students were accused of submitting work with
parts that are exactly the same. The work was one of five assignments constituting 10% of
the final grade.

2. On February 21, 2013 a hearing was held in reference to this case with the participation of
the Honorable Complainant Ms. Orly Shaked, the stand-in for the Committee
Coordinator, Ms. Ariella Rada, the accused Students, a Representative of the Student

Union who argued in their defense and the undersigned.

3. 1will briefly describe what transpired. Student 1, who had not yet prepared his own work

asked his friend, Student 2, one day before it the assignment was due to see his
assignment. Student 2 agreed to his peer's request and sent him his work by email.
Apparently Student 1 did not only review the work he also copied parts from it without
the knowledge of Student 2.

4. During the hearing the two admitted each to his part. Student 1 admitted that he indeed

copied parts of his friend's work without his knowledge. Student 2 admitted that he sent
the assignment by mail but at no stage did he take into consideration that his peer would
copy parts from his work word for word. As stated, the two Students took full
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responsibility for their actions and expressed their sincere regret. Therefore, we will

discuss the question of punishment appropriate under these circumstances.

The Hearing Concerning Student 1

5.

As stated, Student 1 copied parts of his friend's work. This is an offense of dishonesty of
the most severe offenses in the Disciplinary Regulations. A dishonest offense of this type
directly affects the academic integrity of the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya. It should
be emphasized that the academic integrity is one of the most important assets of the
Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya, if not the most important and thus it must be protected
from any possible damage.

Furthermore and no less severe, a Student who cheats actually hurts his fellow students
who honestly toil, labor and fairly achieve their grades. It is our obligation as an academic
institute to protect the respectable and honest student population and to prevent situations
in which students advance in their studies not according to their aptitudes.

During the arguments for punishment, the Honorable Complainant asked, inter alia, to
impose on the Student punishment of suspension for one semester. In contrast, the Student
Union Representative noted that in the case under discussion suspension for one semester
is severe punishment that is not proportionate since the work constitutes only 10% of the
grade. Moreover, he emphasized that the Student immediately admitted to committing the
offense and took full responsibility for his actions.

The Student Union Representative also argued that the Disciplinary Regulations do not
distinguish between types of copying. According to his arguments copying on a seminar
paper that constitutes 100% of the final grade cannot be compared to copying on an
assignment/paper which constitutes 10% of the grade and alternately a quiz that
constitutes a bonus point as part of the final grade. Consequently, it is inappropriate to
impose punishment of suspension for one semester for every case of copying without
investigating the circumstances of each case at hand: the scope of the academic
assignment in relation to the final grade and the actual extent of copying.

There is no doubt that in general for a dishonest offense such as copying it is appropriate
to impose punishment of suspension from studies. Students who choose to study at this

institute must internalize the policy implemented and accept it as an existing policy.
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10.

11.

Nonetheless, | do believe that suspension for one semester for copying on work that

constitutes only 10% of the final grade is too severe.

And even though | have come to the conclusion that it is inappropriate to suspend the

Student from studies it is appropriate to impose other severe punishment on the Student

which will reflect the severity of his actions and will prevent others from deviating from

the righteous path as detailed below.

In light of the above, and due to the Student's admission | am convicting him of the

offenses of which he has been accused as detailed in paragraph 1 above and | am

imposing the following punishment:

a. Delay in bestowing his entitlement to his degree for a period of 3 months from
the date he shall complete all of his academic requirements.

b. Disqualification of the course. The Student shall have to retake the course in full.

c. Conditional suspension from studies for one semester. The condition shall remain
valid for a period of two years and shall take effect should the Student be convicted of
additional offenses of dishonesty.

d. Thirty hours of community service in the framework of the community service
program supervised by the Dean of Student Affairs Office. The Student shall not
receive any certification testifying to the completion of the requirements towards his

degree before the said community service has been completed.

The Hearing Concerning Student 2

12.

13.

As mentioned above, Student 2 sent his work to his fellow student by email one day
before the due date. It should be noted that this issue was already discussed in
Disciplinary Decision 18/2012.

As | noted in that decision, we are aware of the phenomenon whereby, at times Students
send work to one another. Nonetheless, despite the fact that this seems customary, we
cannot take this phenomenon lightly and it must be completely eradicated. There is reason
for the explicit prohibition which appears in the Academic Regulations. There is reason
and logic for this prohibition since sharing work in this way provides an opening for
ethical problems among which copying is one of them, as in the case before us.
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14.

15.

16.

17.

And we should note so there is no misunderstanding, that an essential part of studies in
the academic world is the exchange of ideas and opinions, group study and group
discussion to develop mutual thought, which should be encouraged. However with all of
this, at the end of the joint study each student must write his own work. The desire to
encourage shared thinking, exchange of opinions and ideas does not include sharing and
emailing final work between students.

As stated above, Student 2 admitted to sending the work to his peer. However he claimed

that he was not aware of this prohibition and of course he did not imagine that his peer

would make uninformed use of it. | will state that | do not accept the Student's arguments.

It is his obligation to know the rules and norms customary at the academic institute in

which he is studying. As stated, there is absolute prohibition of sending final work or

alternately, work in its final stages to other students, whatever the reason.

During the arguments for punishment, the Honorable Complainant asked to impose

punishment of conditional suspension and disqualification of the course. In contrast, the

Student Union Representative asked to avoid disqualification of the course and to only

disqualify the work and in addition to impose several hours of community service for the

good of the public.

In light of the above, | am acquitting the Student of the offenses under sections 2(b),

2(d), 2(e), 2(k) and 2(r) of the Disciplinary Regulations. Based on his admission I am

convicting the Students of breaching sections 2(a) and 2(f) of the Disciplinary

Regulations and |1 am imposing the following punishment:

a. Disqualification of the course.

c. Conditional suspension from studies for one semester. The condition shall remain
valid for a period of two years and shall take effect should the Student be convicted of
any of the offenses of which he was convicted in this file.

d. Fifteen hours of community service in the framework of the community service
program supervised by the Dean of Student Affairs Office. The Student shall not
receive any certification testifying to the completion of the requirements towards his

degree before the said community service has been completed.
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Conclusion

It is important to note that even though the same issue was brought before me (sending work
from one student to another) only several months ago, | must examine each case separately
based on the personal circumstances of each student brought before a disciplinary hearing. In
my humble opinion we acted accordingly in this case and our decision was taken after
examining all of the relevant considerations. The words of Rabbi Shlomo Yitzhaki are
appropriate in this case:

"If a case is brought before you once, twice, three times, do not say that you already
gave judgment beforehand many times but rather discuss it" (from Rabbi Shlomo

Yitzhaki's Interpretation of Deuteronomy Chapter 1, Verse 17)

This decision shall be publicized without the names of the Students.

Adv. Shelly Malka
Disciplinary Officer
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