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"When government steps aside, itis not as if nothing takes its place. Paradise
does not prevail. It's not as if private interests have no interests, as if private
interests don't have ends they will then pursue. To push the antigovernment
button is not to teleport us to Eden. When the interests of government are
gone, other interests take their place. Do we know what those interests are?

Are we so certain they are better?"**
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"A Declaration of the Independence of Cyberspace
by John Perry Barlow 'barlow @eff.org'

Governments derive their just powers from the consent of the governed.

You have neither solicited nor received ours. We did not invite you. You do

not know us, nor do you know our world. Cyberspace does not lie within

your borders. Do not think that you can build it, as though it were a public

construction project. You cannot. It is an act of nature and it grows itself

through our collective actions.

Your legal concepts of property, expression, identity, movement, and

context do not apply to us. They are all based on matter, and there is no

matter here.

The only law that all our constituent cultures would generally recognize is

the Golden Rule. We hope we will be able to build our particular solutions

on that basis. But we cannot accept the solutions you are attempting to

impose.

Davos, Switzerland
February 8, 1996."”
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