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On Thursday, June 12th 2025
Reichman University resolved to honor

MR. EDAN KLEIMAN

Edan Kleiman is a symbol of leadership, love of country, and profound courage. In the wake of a severe injury, he rose to become a leader and trailblazer, dedicating his life to the welfare
and rehabilitation of Israel’s disabled veterans. He transformed pain into strength, challenge into opportunity, and personal commitment into a remarkable public mission. As chairman of
the IDF Disabled Veterans Organization, Kleiman provides comprehensive support, but above all, hope, to thousands of wounded men and women who have paid a heavy price in body
and soul to defend the State of Israel.

Born in September 1973 in Jerusalem, Kleiman was raised in the city and educated at Rene Cassin High School. When his time came to enlist in the IDE he chose combat service, joining
the Rotem Battalion of the Givati Brigade. He fought in Lebanon and Gaza, and due to his outstanding performance in the role, he was selected for officers’ training. Shortly before
beginning the course, during a battle with terrorists in Khan Yunis, Kleiman was shot in the chest and critically wounded. Since that day, over three decades ago, he has been paralyzed from
the chest down and uses a wheelchair.

During his hospitalization at Soroka Medical Center, a conversation Kleiman had with his father left a lasting impact on him: “Being an IDF disabled veteran is not a profession,” his father
told him. “Think about what you intend to do with your life.” Kleiman has carried this sentence with him ever since as a guiding motto, choosing a life of purpose and excellence despite the
personal challenges it entails. As part of his rehabilitation process — first at Sheba Medical Center at Tel Hashomer and later at Beit Halochem in Tel Aviv — Kleiman was first introduced
to the wide-ranging work of the IDF Disabled Veterans Organization, which would later become his life’s mission.

From 1994 to 1995, Kleiman worked at the Israeli Consulate in Los Angeles. Alongside his role in the consular department, he took it upon himself to speak before a wide range of audiences,
presenting the positions of the State of Israel.

In late 1995, following the assassination of Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Yitzhak Rabin, Kleiman decided to return to Israel. He enrolled in the third class of the Interdisciplinary
Center Herzliya (now Reichman University) to study law. This decision followed a meeting with Prof. Uriel Reichman, the university’s founding president, who personally ensured that the
campus would be accessible for him.

After three years of volunteer work with the IDF Disabled Veterans Organization, Kleiman formally joined the organization in 2007. He initially served as deputy chairman of the Tel Aviv and
Central District, and later headed the legal department, until his election as chairman of the Tel Aviv and Central District. Approximately six years ago, Kleiman was elected to lead the IDF
Disabled Veterans Organization, and in July 2024, he was re-elected to a second five-year term as chairman. Edan Kleiman’s leadership has been defined by a deep commitment to improving
the physical, emotional, social, medical, and economic well-being of the wounded men and women of the IDF and security forces. The mission of the IDF Disabled Veterans Organization is
to ensure the full rehabilitation of its members, enabling them to return to meaningful lives as active and contributing citizens of Israeli society.

Over the past year and a half, in the wake of the Iron Swords War and the unprecedented surge in the number of wounded soldiers, Kleiman has led the organization through the most complex
and demanding period in its history. Under his leadership, the organization has worked tirelessly to support the thousands of newly disabled men and women entering the multifaceted
rehabilitation process. As part of these efforts, he is spearheading an extensive collaboration with Reichman University to integrate wounded IDF veterans into a number of unique academic
programs, enabling them to pursue higher education, develop professionally, and build meaningful futures as part of their recovery.

One of Kleiman’s greatest achievements as chairman of the IDF Disabled Veterans Organization has been his launch of the “One Soul” reform — a landmark initiative that fundamentally
reshaped the care provided to wounded veterans of the IDF and security forces, addressing both physical and psychological recovery. This reform not only delivered comprehensive treatment
and support for the wounded, but also marked a turning point in public consciousness and the State of Israel’s recognition of those who have sacrificed for its security. Through his vision,
tenacity and determination, Kleiman succeeded in driving a significant, historic, and long-overdue change.

Edan Kleiman was chosen to light a torch at Israel’s 74th Independence Day ceremony.

In recognition of his many years of dedicated service to the empowerment, rehabilitation, and integration of disabled IDF veterans into Israeli society; for his deep commitment to the
State of Israel, its values, and those who have sacrificed for its defense; and for serving as a source of inspiration and living example of the triumph of the human spirit and its ability to

overcome any challenge,

Mr. Edan Kleiman is hereby conferred the degree of

DOCTOR PHILOSOPHIAE HONORIS CAUSA

of Reichman University
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