
Mr. Elliott Abrams is a Senior fellow for Middle Eastern studies at the Council on Foreign Relations 

(CFR) in Washington, DC. Mr. Abrams served as Deputy Assistant to The President and Deputy National 
Security Advisor in the administration of President George W. Bush, where he supervised U.S. policy in the 
Middle East for the White House. Prior to that Mr. Abrams served in many high ranking public service 
positions. Including as Assistant Secretary of State in The Reagan Administration, for which he received The 
Secretary of State's Distinguished Service Award from Secretary George P. Shultz. Mr. Abrams holds a BA 
and JD from Harvard University and an MA from The London School of Economics. 
 

Prof. Dmitry Adamsky is an Associate Professor at the Lauder School of Government, 

Diplomacy and Strategy, IDC Herzliya. Prof. Adamsky has been a pre- and post-doctoral fellow at Harvard 
University, a visiting fellow at the Institute of War and Peace Studies, Columbia University and at the 
Norwegian Institute for Defense Studies. His research interests include international security, strategic 
studies, cultural approach to international relations, modern military thought, nuclear strategy, American, 
Russian and Israeli national security policy. Prof. Adamsky has published on these topics in Foreign Affairs, 
Journal of Strategic Studies, Intelligence and National Security, Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, Journal of 
Cold War History, Defense and Security Studies and has contributed chapters to edited volumes and 
encyclopedias on modern military and international history. Prof. Adamsky's books Operation Kavkaz 
(Hebrew) and The Culture of Military Innovation (English/Hebrew) earned the annual (2006 and 2012) prizes 
for the best academic work on Israeli security. In addition to his academic career, in his positions at the Israeli 
Ministry of Defense and the IDF, Prof. Adamsky has carried out intelligence analysis and strategic policy 
planning. In the latter capacity, he served as assistant secretary of the committee charged with formulating 
Israel's national security concept. 
 

Lt. Gen. Orit Adato is the Founder & Managing Director of Adato Consulting; the former 

Commissioner of the Israel Prison Service, and the former Commander of IDF Women Corp. Gen. Adato's 
consulting firm provides international consulting on prison management in general and terrorist inmates in 
particular, as well as on leadership in Israel and abroad. Gen. Adato is also one of the founders of the Gesher 
Leadership Institute, where she sits on the Board of Directors and serves as the Chairperson of the Steering 
Committee. 
 

Mr. Yaacov Agam is a Sculptor and an Experimental Artist. He is best known for his pioneering of 

Kinetic Art. Employing light and sound to provide a unique sensorial experience for the viewer, Agam melded 
formalism and mysticism. His lenticular prints, or Agamographs, made illusory images appear depending on 
the audience’s viewpoint. Mr. Agam studied in Jerusalem, Zürich, and Paris. While attending Zürich’s 
Kunstgewerbe Schule, Mr. Agam studied under the renowned color theorist Johannes Itten, before moving 
to Paris in 1951. Mr. Agam has gone on to become the subject of retrospectives at the Musée National d’Art 
Moderne in Paris in 1972, and the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum in New York in 1980. His works are 
included in the collections of The Museum of Modern Art in New York, the Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture 
Garden in Washington, D.C., and the Santa Barbara Museum of Art, among others. 
   

Mr. Simon Alfasi is the Mayor Yokneam. Under his Leadership, Yokneam grew from a small town 

of five thousand to a city of 24 thousand inhabitants. This was made possible thanks to the hi-tech park 
which has made it "the Silicon Valley of North Israel".  
 
 
 
 
 



Ms. Elah Alkalay is the Vice President for Business Development at IBI Investment House. Ms. 

Alkalay has over 20 years of experience in the financial markets. She began her career as an Analyst covering 
the pharmaceuticals industry and went on to establish the IBI Research Department. In addition to her role 
as Vice President for Business Development, Ms. Alkalay also serves as Chairman of the group's discretionary 
asset management subsidiary, IBI Amban Investment Portfolio Management. Ms. Alkalay established 'Invest 
in Yourself' – an IBI investment advice forum for women. She is also Chair of the Board of IWN - Israel 
Women's Network, in addition to serving as Director at the CSR standards-setting organization Maala, and 
the New Israel Fund. Holds a Bachelor's in Life Sciences and a Master's in Business Administration, 
Physiology, and Pharmacology from the Tel Aviv University Sackler Faculty of Medicine. 
 

Prof. Graham Allison is the Douglas Dillon Professor of Government at the Harvard Kennedy 

School. Formerly the Director of Harvard's Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs from 1995 until 
July 2017. Prof. Allison is a leading analyst of U.S. national security and defense policy with a special interest 
in nuclear weapons, terrorism, and decision-making. As Assistant Secretary of Defense in the first Clinton 
Administration, Prof. Allison received the Defense Department's highest civilian award, the Defense Medal 
for Distinguished Public Service, for "reshaping relations with Russia, Ukraine, Belarus, and Kazakhstan to 
reduce the former Soviet nuclear arsenal." As "Founding Dean" of the modern Kennedy School, under his 
leadership, from 1977 to 1989, a small, undefined program grew twenty-fold to become a major professional 
school of public policy and government. Prof. Allison has served as Special Advisor to the Secretary of 
Defense under President Reagan. Prof. Allison has the sole distinction of having twice been awarded the 
Department of Defense's highest civilian award, the Distinguished Public Service Medal.  He served as a 
member of the Defense Policy Board for seven Secretaries of Defense. He currently serves on the Advisory 
Boards of the Secretary of State, Secretary of Defense, and the Director of the CIA. Prof. Allison was educated 
at Davidson College; Harvard College (BA, magna cum laude, in History); Oxford University (BA and MA, First 
Class Honors in Philosophy, Politics, and Economics); and Harvard University (PhD in Political Science). 
 

Prof. Pinhas Alpert is a Professor at the Department of Geophysics, Tel-Aviv University. Prof. 

Alpert previously served as the Head of the Porter School for Environmental Studies, Tel-Aviv University. His 
research focuses on Atmospheric Dynamics, Climate and Climate Change, Mesoscale Modeling, Numerical 
Weather Prediction, Aerosols Observations and Modelling Dust and Sea-Salt Forecasting. Prof. Alpert holds 
a BSc in Mathematics, Physics and Computer Science, an MSc in Physics-Electro Optics and a PhD in 
Meterology, all from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. 

 

Commissioner Roni Alsheikh is the General Commissioner of the Israel Police. Formerly the 

Deputy chief of The Israeli Security Agency (SHABAK). Alsheikh studied political science, earning a BA from 
The University of Haifa and an MA from Tel Aviv University, both summa cum laude. Alsheikh additionally 
studied for a master's degree in Criminology at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem and graduated from a 
Senior Management Program at the Wharton School of Business of the University of Pennsylvania. Alsheikh 
also studied at the Mercaz HaRav Kook, a prominent yeshiva in Jerusalem. 
 

Ms. Adi Altschuler is the founder of "Crembo Wings" and "Memories@Home", and the CEO of 

Inclu- Inclusive Education. Ms. Altschuler has won a range of prizes for her social innovation, including a 
Presidential Award for Volunteerism from President Shimon Peres in 2009 and the Rappaport Prize for 
Promising Young Entrepreneur in 2013. In 2014, she was chosen by TIME magazine as one of six future world 
leaders. In 2016 received the Wind Social Entrepreneurship Award and an Honorary Fellowship from the 
IDC. Ms. Altschuler Is a graduate of the Baruch Ivcher School of Psychology at IDC Herzliya. 
 



Mr. Dov Amitay is the President of the Farmers' Federation of Israel. 

 

Dr. Amiram Appelbaum is the Chief Scientist at the Ministry of Economy and Industry and 

Chairman of Israel Innovation Authority. Previously the President of KLA-Tencor, Israel.  
 

Prof. Uzi Arad is senior fellow with Tel Aviv's INSS. He chaired the Technion's Grand Strategy Forum. 

From 2009-2011 he was Head of the National Security Council and National Security Advisor to Prime 

Minister Netanyahu. Prof. Arad is the Founding Director of the Institute for Policy and Strategy, and Founding 

Chair of the Annual Herzliya Conference Series, and a former Professor at IDC. Between 1997 and 1999, Prof. 

Arad was the Foreign Policy Advisor to Prime Minister Netanyahu on secondment from the Mossad. He 

served in Mossad for more than two decades, in Israel and abroad. His last position being Director of 

Intelligence. Prior to his career in government, Prof. Arad was a Professional Staff Member with the Hudson 

Institute in New York and Research Fellow at Tel Aviv University's Center for Strategic Studies. Prof. Arad 

received his BA from Tel Aviv University. In 1971, he was granted a Fulbright Fellowship for advanced studies 

at Princeton University, where he earned  MA and PhD. In 2013 he was awarded the the rank of Officer of 

the French Legion of Honor. 

Brig. Gen (res.) Dani Arditi is the former Head of the National Security Council and National 

Security Advisor to the Prime Minister. Gen. Arditi served for over three decades in the IDF in staff and 

command positions. Among these, IDF’s Intelligence Directorate Officer in charge of Planning and 

Coordinating Special Forces; Special Representative of the IDF in the Counter-Terrorism Bureau and Prime 

Minister's Office, and as Head of the Strategic Division in charge of IDF International Cooperation. After 

retiring from the IDF, Gen. Arditi served as the CEO of IFG Security and as Chairman of A.D Consulting Ltd., 

in both positions consulted and surveyed projects on the protection of critical Infrastructure. Holds a BA in 

Economics and Accounting from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, and an MA in International Relations 

& Security from the University of Haifa.    

 

Prof. Moshe Arens is the former Minister of Defense of Israel. Prof. Arens currently serves as the 

Head of the Board of Trustees of Ariel University. Prior to retiring Prof. Arens spent three decades in public 
service. During his career, he served as Foreign Minister, in the Shamir government, and three times as 
Defense Minister, in the governments of Begin, Shamir, and Netanyahu. He also served as Israel's 
Ambassador to the United States. Prof. Arens holds a BSc in Mechanical Engineering from the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology and an MSc, specializing in jet propulsion, from the California Institute of 
Technology.   
 

Mr. Yarom Ariav is the Executive Chairman of Lavi Capital and former Director General of the 

Ministry of Finance of Israel. Since the end of his tenure at the Finance Ministry, Mr. Ariav has been involved 
in the development of a variety of projects for the Israeli economy and Israeli society. Mr. Ariav additionally 
serves as the Chairman of the Lod Foundation, the "Tel Aviv Global City" initiative and the investment 
committee of Amitim pension funds. Mr. Ariav is also a member of the boards of Alony Hetz LTD, The Van 
Leer Jerusalem Institute and Cyberspark, the Cyber center in Beer-Sheba. 
 

 

Ms. Anat Asraf Hayut is the National Elections' Supervisor at the Ministry of Interior. 

Previously the Head of the Training Department of the Headquarters for Reform Implementation at the 



Civil Service Commission. Ms. Asraf Hayut additionally assisted with the establishment of "Hamidrasha", 

the College for Government and Civil Service Leadership, and served as Head of Training at the Central 

Bureau of Statistics. Holds a bachelor's and master's degree with honors from the Hebrew University of 

Jerusalem.   

 

Prof. Shlomo Avineri is a Professor of Political Science at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. 

Prof. Avineri has been a visiting professor at several universities, among them Yale, Oxford and the City 
University of New York, and a visiting fellow to the Brookings Institution and the Wilson Center in 
Washington, D.C. Prof. Avineri additionally served as the Director-General of Israel's Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs from 1975-1977, and was a member of the National Democratic Institute's international team of 
observers to the first post-communist elections in Hungary, Czechoslovakia and Estonia. He is the author of 
numerous books and articles on Middle Eastern affairs, political theory and international affairs. 
 

Ms. Galit Avishai is the Founder and Chairperson of Emun Hatzibur – Public Trust, and the former 

CEO of the Israel Consumer Council. Formerly a Member of the Advisory Board of the Department for the 
Supervision of Banks at the Bank of Israel, and a Member of the Board of the Standards Institution of Israel 
(SII). 
  

Amb. Danny Ayalon is the former Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and the former Ambassador 

of Israel to the United States. After retiring from public service, he founded The Truth About Israel, a non-
profit which aims to educate and train the public about the facts of Israel in today’s world. Amb. Ayalon 
served in Israel’s Foreign Service for over 20 years and was posted in Panama, the UN mission in New York, 
and in Washington, D.C. He also served as a Political Advisor to Prime Ministers Barak, Netanyahu, and 
Sharon. Upon retirement from the Foreign Service in 2006, joined Nefesh B’Nefesh, an organization 
committed to revitalizing Aliyah, and the Or Movement for settlement in the Negev and the Galilee. In 
February 2009, was sworn in as a Member of Knesset for the Yisrael Beiteinu Party. In April 2009, Deputy 
Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Avigdor Liberman appointed him as his deputy. Holds a BA in Economics 
from Tel Aviv University and an MBA from Bowling Green State University in Ohio, USA. 
 

 Col. (res.) Dr. Eitan Azani is the Deputy Executive Director of the Institute for Counter-

Terrorism (ICT), IDC Herzliya. As part of his position at ICT, Dr. Azani maintains working relations and advises 
both private and government entities on counter-terrorism issues. Dr. Azani also lectures at the Lauder 
School of Government, Diplomacy & Strategy at IDC, and at additional security and organizational 
establishments in Israel and abroad. Served for 25 years in the IDF and has operational, research and 
academic experience in counter-terrorism in the regional and international arenas. In the IDF he served as 
Commander of the Israeli Air Force's Intelligence Corps and as Commander of the IDF's Intelligence Units in 
Lebanon. Holds a BA in Economics, Political Science and Geography from Bar-Ilan University and an MA (with 
honors) in Security and Strategy Studies from Tel-Aviv University. Dr. Azani's PhD dissertation for the Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem was on The Development of Revolutionary Islamic Movements a case study of 
Hezbollah.  
 
 
 
 

MK Rachel Azaria is a Member of Knesset for the Kulanu Party. Prior to joining Kulanu, MK Azaria 

served as Deputy Mayor of Jerusalem on behalf of 'Yerushalmim', an independent party she established. MK 
Azaria holds a BA in Psychology and General Studies (with honors), and an MA in Conflict Resolution from 



the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. She is also a graduate of the Educational Leadership School at the 
Mandel Institute. 
   

Dr. Michael Barak is a Senior Researcher and Project Manager at the International Institute for 

Counter-Terrorism (ICT), IDC Herzliya. He serves as the Team Leader of the Global Jihad & Jihadi Websites 
Monitoring Group and the Team Research Manager of the ICT Cyber-Desk. In addition, He teaches courses 
on Terrorism and Islamic radical movements at IDC. Dr. Barak also serves a Researcher and a Member of the 
Social Media Networks in the Arab World (Beehive) Research Board at The Moshe Dayan Center for Middle 
Eastern and African Studies at Tel Aviv University. Prior to his current post, he was the Team Leader of the 
Arabic, Turkish & Persian Online Media at The Arabic Press Archive of The Moshe Dayan Center. He has also 
been teaching Spoken and Colloquial Arabic for more than a decade at various institutes. Holds a BA and an 
MA in Middle Eastern Studies and the Arabic Language from Tel Aviv University, and a PhD in Middle Eastern 
and African Studies from Tel Aviv University's School of History. His PhD dissertation is on Sufism in Wahhabi 
and Salafi Polemic Discourse in Egypt and the Mashriq (Arab East) 1967-2001. 
 

Amb. Rafi Barak is the former Ambassador of Israel to Canada and the former Director General of 

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. A career Foreign Service Officer, Amb. Barak's posts included Peru, Belgium, 
Luxembourg, The U.S., France, and Canada. During the Oslo Peace Process, from 1993 to 1996, Amb. Barak 
worked as the Chief Coordinator for Negotiations with the Palestinians. Parallel to this position, he served 
as Assistant Deputy Minister for Coordination and the Director of the Deputy Minister’s Bureau from 1993 
to 2000. Holds a BA in History and Political Science from Tel Aviv University, and an MA in Political Science 
from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. 
 

Prof. Amatzia Baram is an Emeritus Professor, the Founder and Director of the Center for Iraq 

at the University of Haifa. Since the 1980's Prof. Baram has advised both the Israeli government and the U.S. 
government (during the Reagan, Bush, Clinton and Bush administrations) on Iraq and the Persian Gulf. Prof. 
Baram has been interviewed by most of the world’s leading TV and radio stations. Additionally, Prof Baram 
wrote studies and lectured on Iraqi society (with an emphasis on the tribes of Iraq) for the American military 
between 2005 and 2009. He also served as Chairman of the Department of Middle East History and as 
Director of the Jewish-Arab Center at the University of Haifa and in the Institute for Middle East Studies. 
Prof. Baram completed all three of his degrees at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. He was awarded a 
PhD in 1986 for a dissertation on Baathi Iraq. 
  

Mr. Nir Barkat is the Mayor of Jerusalem. Prior to his public service, Mr. Barkat co‐founded BRM 

Technologies, a pioneering software house and later venture capital firm that developed and marketed 
ground‐breaking anti‐virus software now standard on personal computers throughout the world. Mr. Barkat 
holds a BSc in Computer Science from The Hebrew University of Jerusalem. 
   

Dr. Samuel Barnai is an Adjunct Lecturer at the European Forum at the Hebrew University of 

Jerusalem. Dr. Barnai is a Post-Doctoral Fellow at The Israel Science Foundation (ISF) and at the Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem since 2013. His research interests include Soviet Jewry; modern Jewish history; 
nationalism and transnationalism; migration; East and Central European history; Russian/Soviet history; 
social history. He previously served as the George L. Mosse Program Fellow at the University of Wisconsin-
Madison from 2009-2011. Holds a PhD from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. His dissertation is titled 
Soviet Jewry in the Post-Stalin Era, 1953-1964. 
 

MK Meirav Ben Ari is a Member of Knesset for The Kulanu Party. In the 2013 local elections, MK 

Ben Ari was fourth on the list for the Tel Aviv City Council. After the election, she was given the portfolio for 
promoting youth. MK Ben Ari was also the full-time Manager of Through Challenge, a center for young men 



and women at risk, which she inaugurated in 2006. Holds an LLB and a BA in Government and an MBA with 
a focus on Public Leadership from IDC Herzliya. Between 2003 and 2004, she was the Head of IDC's Student 
Union.   
 

Vice Admiral (res.) David Ben Bashat is the former Commander in Chief of the Israeli 

Navy. Throughout his career in the Navy, VADM. Ben Bashat commanded several vessels including a Saar 2 
and a Saar 4 missile boat. He later continued to advance up the chain of command, becoming the Israeli 
Navy's Chief of Staff and finally assuming command of the Navy. Holds a BA in Economics and Business 
Management from the University of Haifa and studied at the United States Marine Corps College for a year. 
 

Prof. Dan Ben-David is a Professor at the Department of Public Policy at Tel-Aviv University and 

the President and Founder of the Shoresh Institution for Socioeconomic Research. Previously a Research 
Fellow at The Center for Economic Policy Research, the Executive Director of The Taub Center for Social 
Policy Research in Israel and a Faculty Research Fellow at The National Bureau for Economic Research, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. Prof. Ben-David holds a PhD from the University of Chicago.  
 

 Adv. Anat Ben-Dor of Tel Aviv University. Adv. Ben-Dor is the Clinical Instructor of the Refugee 

Rights Clinic which was established in 2001. She previously worked as an Attorney at IRAC - Israel Religious 
Action Center and was Head of IRAC's Legal Department. She was also the Director of The Public Interest 
Law Resource Center. Holds an LLB and LLM (Cum Laude) from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem and is a 
graduate of the Mandel School for Educational Leadership, Jerusalem. 
 

Maj. Gen. (res.) Eitan Ben-Eliahu is the former Commander-in-Chief of the Israel Air 

Force. Gen. Ben-Eliahu, a fighter pilot, served almost four decades and held senior command and staff 
positions in the Air Force prior to assuming its command. After retiring, Gen. Ben-Eliahu served as the 
Chairman of Aeronautics Ltd., a leading developer and manufacturer of unmanned airborne vehicles. Holds 
a BA in Economics and Business Administration from Bar-Ilan University, studied for an MA in Strategy and 
International Relations at Tel-Aviv University and completed Harvard University's Advanced Management 
Program. 
 

Dr. Ayelet Ben-Ezer is the Vice President for Administration & Students at IDC Herzliya. Dr. Ben-

Ezer has served as a faculty member and a lecturer at the Radzyner Law School at IDC Herzliya, the Law 
Faculty at the University of Haifa, and as a lecturer at the Law Faculty at Tel-Aviv University. Dr. Ben-Ezer 
serves as an External Director at the Dan Company for Public Transportation Ltd. and as a member of the 
Board of Directors of the Institute for Policy and Strategy at the IDC Herzliya. Served as an External Director 
at Koor Industries Ltd., Chairman of the Audit Committee, Chairman of the Financial Statements Review 
Committee, Chairman of the Merging Committee - Koor Industries Ltd. - Discount Investments Ltd. and as a 
member of the Investment Committee. In addition, Dr. Ben-Ezer has served as a Director at Tirat Zvi Ltd. and 
as a Director at Tnuva Galil Ltd. Holds a Doctorate in Law is from Tel-Aviv University. 
 

Maj. Gen. (res.) Prof. Isaac Ben-Israel is the Director of the Blavatnik Interdisciplinary 

Cyber Research Center and Head of the Security Studies Program at Tel-Aviv University. Prior to his academic 
career, Prof. Ben-Israel held several posts in operations, intelligence and weapon development units in the 
Israeli Air Force. Prof. Ben-Israel studied Mathematics, Physics and Philosophy at Tel-Aviv University, 
receiving his PhD in 1988. 

MK Maj. Gen. Eyal Ben-Reuven is a Member of the Foreign Affairs and Defense 

Committee, and the former Commander of the IDF Northern Corps. Gen. Ben-Reuven serves as Deputy 
Commander of the Northern Command in his reserve duty. After retiring from the IDF, Gen. Ben-Reuven 



served as the Director General of 'Born to Freedom'; Head of the Land Division at Israel Aerospace Industries; 
Head of the Organization for Graduates of the National Security College; Head of the Ma`alot Tarshicha 
Gathering for a Jewish-Arab Joint Life, and as head of the steering committee at the Institute for Leadership 
in Sderot. Holds a BA in Political Science from the University of Haifa and an MA in Security and Strategic 
Studies from Tel-Aviv University and the University of Haifa. He is also a graduate of the U.S. Army War 
College.   
 

Ms. Sarit Ben-Shabbat of the Lauder School of Government, Diplomacy & Strategy, IDC 

Herzliya. Holds a BA in Political Science and Government from the Lauder School, IDC, And an MA in Near 
and Middle Eastern Studies from Tel Aviv University.  
 

Mr. Ron Ben-Yishai is the National Security Commentator for Ynetnews. Mr. Ben-Yishai has held 

various senior positions in the print and electronic media, including Chief Editor of Davar newspaper, a 
correspondent for Time, editor of numerous in-depth interviews and research broadcasts on Israeli Channels 
1 and 2, Yediot Aharonot’s Political Correspondent in Washington, Special Assignment Correspondent for 
Yedioth Ahronoth, and Commander-in-Chief of the Israeli Army Radio. Mr. Ben-Yishai has received various 
awards for his work, including the "Kinor David" Award for Best Documentary in 1978, and a Lifetime 
Achievement Award at the Eilat News Conference in 2008. Additionally, Mr. Ben-Yishai was recently (2018) 
awarded the "Israel Prize", Israel's most prestigious civic honor. Holds a BA in Economics from the Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem. 
 

Prof. Ofra Bengio is the Head of the Kurdish Studies Program at the Moshe Dayan Center for 

Middle Eastern and African Studies, Tel Aviv University. Prof. Bengio’s research focuses on the Kurds, the 
history and politics of Iraq and modern Turkey. The author of numerous studies on the modern Middle East 
and the Arab world’s relationship with the Jewish State and people. Prof. Bengio holds a PhD from Tel-Aviv 
University with a dissertation titled "The Political Discourse of Iraq’s Baath Party".  
 

MK Naftali Bennett is the Minister of Education and Minister of Diaspora Affairs of Israel. MK 

Bennett is also the leader of the Jewish Home Party. He previously held the posts of Minister of Economy 
and Minister of Religious Services. After serving in Special Forces units, MK Bennett became a software 
entrepreneur. In 1999, he co-founded and co-owned the encryption and network security software company 
Cyota, selling the company in 2005 for $145 million. He has also served as CEO of Soluto, sold in 2013 for a 
reported $100–130 million. MK Bennett entered politics in 2006, serving as Chief of Staff for Benjamin 
Netanyahu until 2008. In 2011, together with MK Ayelet Shaked, he co-founded the My Israel extra-
parliamentary movement and in 2012, he was elected head of the Jewish Home Party. MK Bennett holds a 
Law degree from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. 
 

Dr. Ronen Bergman is the Senior Correspondent for Military and Intelligence Affairs for Yedioth 

Ahronoth and a Contributing Writer for The New York Times, writing extensively on Middle Eastern security, 
military and intelligence affairs. Dr. Bergman has also published in Haaretz, The Wall Street Journal, Foreign 
Affairs, Newsweek, Der Spiegel and other major media outlets. Dr. Bergman holds an LLB with honors from 
the University of Haifa, an MA in International Relations and a PhD in History from Cambridge University. 
 

Adv. Shlomit Berhanu is a social activist. Adv. Berhanu was involved in The Front for the 

Liberation of Ethiopian Israelis and was a member of the committee which authored the report on the racism 
against the Ethiopian community in Israel. 
 



MK Dr. Anat Berko is a Member of Knesset for the Likud Party. During her service in the IDF she 

held a number of command and training positions, including command of the Women's Officers' Training 
Course, Command of the Military Women's Prison and more. Dr. Berko completed her military service with 
the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. Holds a PhD in Criminology from Bar-Ilan University, her thesis is on suicide 
bombing terrorism. She is also a graduate of the IDF's Command and Staff College, has Diplomas in Mediation 
and Negotiations from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem and a Directorship Diploma from the Israel 
Management Center.  
 

Dr. Col. (res.) Reuven Berko is a Middle East Expert. A frequent commentator in both print 

and broadcast Israeli media, primarily in Arabic. Dr. Berko served as a Paratrooper in the IDF and later served 
in Lebanon in a Special Intelligence Unit and in the civil administration in Gaza. For ten years (1995-2005), 
he served as Advisor on Arab Affairs to the Chief of the Jerusalem Police. Holds a BA in the Arabic Language, 
Literature and Middle East History from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, an MA in Security Studies from 
the University of Haifa, and a PhD in Political Science the University of Haifa.  
 

Rabbi Dr. Ari Berman is President of The Yeshiva University. A gifted leader, scholar, and orator, 

Dr. Berman has a deep understanding of Yeshiva University and its unique culture after graduating with 
distinction from four of its schools. Dr. Berman earned his BA from Yeshiva College, his MA in Medieval 
Jewish Philosophy from the Bernard Revel Graduate School of Jewish Studies, and his rabbinical ordination 
from the Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary (RIETS). Following ordination, he was selected as a 
Fellow in RIETS’ Post-Ordination Study Program for its most promising students and future rabbinic leaders. 
His studies also included two years of learning at Yeshivat Har Etzion in Israel, under the tutelage of the 
seminal Jewish thinker and leader Rabbi Dr. Aharon Lichtenstein. After making aliyah to Israel in 2008, Dr. 
Berman completed his higher education with a PhD in Jewish Thought at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, 
supervised by renowned philosopher Prof. Moshe Halbertal. 
 

Maj. Gen. (res.) Ilan Biran is the former Director General of the Ministry of Defense and 

former Chairman of Rafael. Gen. Biran served in the Israel Defense Forces for 32 years in various staff and 

command positions, including Commanding General of the Central Command, Head of the Technology and 

Logistics Branch, and Head of the Operations Division at the General Staff. A graduate of both Bar-Ilan 

University and the US Marine Corps School of Advanced War Fighting, he holds a degree as a Research 

Fellow in Strategies and Political Economics from Georgetown University.   

 

Mr. Michael Biton is the Mayor of Yerucham. Since the end of his service in the IDF, Mr. Biton 

has been involved in various social projects and various non-profit organizations in Yerucham. In 2010 was 

elected to his first term as Mayor. Holds a BA in Social Sciences from Ben-Gurion University, and a Master's 

in Non-Profit Organizations Management from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem.  

 
 

Mr. Itzik Braverman is the Mayor of Petach Tikva. Prior to politics, Mr. Braverman practiced law. 

His firm dealt in Contract, Real Estate, and Criminal Law. Mr. Braverman previously served as General 
Counsel at "Tarbut Hadiur" Association in the Petach Tikva branch; as a Board Member at Heled, a 
government housing and urban Reconstruction company in Petach Tikva, and has been a Petach Tikva 
Councilman since 1997. 
 



Dr. Oded Brosh is a Senior Research Fellow at the Institute for Policy and Strategy, IDC Herzliya.  His 

expertise is in the field of nuclear politics, strategy, deterrence, proliferation, and related WMD issues. Dr. 
Brosh is also involved in the Institute's other International Affairs studies and activities. Dr. Brosh teaches at 
the Lauder School of Government, Diplomacy and Strategy of the IDC, and previously taught at the Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem, and Ben-Gurion University.  Dr. Brosh has also served as a Senior Analyst with the 
Prime Minister's Office. Dr. Brosh holds an MA and a PhD in Political Science from the Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem.  As an undergraduate, he studied at Johns Hopkins University and is a graduate of UCLA.  Dr. 
Brosh was a Postdoctoral Research Fellow at the Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs at 
Harvard University's Kennedy School of Government.  
 

Brig. Gen. (res.) Itai Brun is the former Head of the IDF Intelligence Analysis Division. Currently 

serves as an Associate at the International Institute for Counter-Terrorism (ICT), IDC Herzliya. In his position 
as Head of the IDF Intelligence Analysis Division, Gen. Brun provided ongoing intelligence assessments to the 
senior military and civilian leadership. Gen. Brun previously served as Head of the Analysis Department in 
the Israeli Air Force Intelligence and as the first Director of the IDF's DADO Center for Interdisciplinary 
Military Studies. Gen. Brun founded the center in late 2006, after the second Lebanon War, and served as 
its director till January 2011. Gen. Brun's academic background includes Law and Political Science. He earned 
his LLB from the University of Haifa (cum laude) and a Master's in Political Science (Diplomacy and Security 
Studies) from Tel-Aviv University (cum laude). Gen. Brun is also a graduate of the IDF Command and Staff 
College. 
 

Mr. Ronnie C. Chan is a Thought Leader and the Chairman of Hang Lung Properties Ltd. Mr. Chan 

additionally co-founded Morningside, an international investment group which has venture capital and 
private equity investments in various fields. Mr. Chan is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations, serves 
or has served on the governing or advisory bodies of several think tanks and universities, including The 
Peterson Institute for International Economics, The World Economic Forum and many more. Mr. Chan holds 
an MBA from the University of Southern California and was conferred Honorary Doctorate degrees by The 
Hong Kong University of Science and Technology, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, and Tel Aviv 
University. 
  

Rabbi Yuval Cherlow is the Head of Ra'anana Amit Orot Shaul Hesder Yeshiva. A Zionist-

Orthodox Rabbi, Rabbi Cherlow was also among the founders of the Tzohar organization, which seeks to 
build bridges between the secular and religious worlds. He is an expert on ethics, and a member of various 
ethics committees in Israel, such as the Supreme Helsinki Committee on Medical and Genetic Experiments 
Involving Human Subjects and serves on the Presidency of the Israel Press Council. In addition, Rabbi Cherlow 
serves as the head of the Ethics and Religion Desk at the Jerusalem Center for Ethics. Rabbi Cherlow has 
authored many books and articles dealing with public morality and reviving the Torah in contemporary life. 
He is known for his responses to questions of Jewish law on the popular Israeli Internet sites "Moreshet" and 
"Kippa". 
 
 
 

Dr. Raphael Cohen is a Political Scientist at the RAND Corporation. Dr. Cohen has worked on a 

variety of defense and foreign policy issues, including counterinsurgency, Middle East and 
European security, intelligence contracting and civil-military relations. Prior to joining RAND, Dr. Cohen was 
a pre-doctoral Fellow in Foreign Policy at the Brookings Institution. He has previously held research 
fellowships at the American Enterprise Institute and the National Defense University’s Center for Complex 
Operations. Dr. Cohen has written for a variety of forums, including the Journal of Strategic Studies, Foreign 
Affairs, The Washington Quarterly, Orbis, Armed Forces Journal, The Weekly Standard, The National 



Interest, The American Interest, Time and other publications. A military intelligence branched Major in the 
Army Reserve, Dr. Cohen has held a variety of command and staff positions in both the active and reserve 
components, including during two combat tours in Iraq from 2005 to 2006 and again from 2007 to 2008.  Dr. 
Cohen is also an Adjunct Professor of Security Studies in Georgetown University's School of Foreign Service. 
Dr. Cohen holds a BA in Government from Harvard University, an MA in Security Studies from Georgetown 
University and a PhD in Government from Georgetown University. 
  

Mr. Yoram Cohen is the former Director of The Israeli Security Agency (SHABAK). Served in The 

Israeli Security Agency for over thirty years in various staff and command positions. Mr. Cohen was involved 
in establishing a cyber defense entity designated to protect the National Intelligence Agencies and played a 
vital role in prioritizing and implementing advanced technological platforms and integrative solutions 
designed to protect critical infrastructure against cyber-attacks. After retiring from The Israeli Security 
Agency, Mr. Cohen joined the advisory board of the Safe-T cyber company and Athena of The Mer Group. 
Holds a BA and MA in Political Science and is a graduate of the National Defense College as well as Wharton’s 
Advanced Management Program. 
 

Dr. Ben Connable is a Senior Political Scientist at the RAND Corporation. Dr. Connable is a retired 

Marine Corps Intelligence and Middle East Foreign Area Officer. Dr. Connable focuses on irregular warfare 
issues, intelligence methodology, and also works on Middle East regional and other warfighting issues in 
support of U.S. Department of Defense sponsors. He has an extensive background in military cultural terrain 
theory and application, having served as cultural advisor to general officers in Iraq and as the Head of the 
Marine Corps Cultural Intelligence Program. He is currently researching the Russian military threat, instability 
in the Middle East, and will to fight. Dr. Connable received a PhD from King's College London War Studies 
Department, an MA in Strategic Intelligence from American Military University, an MA in National Security 
Affairs from the Naval Postgraduate School, and a BA in Political Science from the University of Colorado–
Boulder. 
 
Mr. Pierre Dassas is the Chairman of The European Leadership Network (ELNET-France). 

Additionally, the Chairman of the House of the Rising Stars Foundation and of the Africa Alive Foundation, 
Board Member of the Hudson Institute, the Actigenomics Foundation, and the Chairman and Chief Creative 
Officer of Dassas & Co.’s of the Paris, New York, and Moscow companies. In 1980 he created Dassas 
Communication and ICOM which was ranked in the late 1980s as the number one Private Worldwide 
Advertising Corporation. Mr. Dassas was previously the Marketing Manager for Colgate Palmolive in New 
York and Paris, before joining the New Information and Advertising Company (SNIP) as CEO. Mr. Dassas 
graduated from both the Economic Sciences College and Paris Trade and Industry Chamber. 
 

Mr. Jonathan Davis is the Vice President for External Affairs and Head of the Raphael Recanati 

International School, IDC Herzliya. He is also a member of the Advisory Board of the International Institute 
for Counter-Terrorism. He previously served as Director of the Division for Development and Public Relations 
at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. Mr. Davis held a number of positions at the Jewish Agency, including 
the Managing Director of the National Company for Absorption and Immigration, and Emissary in Cape 
Town, Boston, and Rome. He earned an MA degree in Economics from Tel Aviv University. 
 

Prof. Avi Degani is the CEO & President of the Geocartography Knowledge Group. Prof. Degani 

additionally serves as a Professor at Tel-Aviv University. The founder of the term and the academic field of 
knowledge "Geocartography". Prof. Degani's former positions include Head of the Department of 
Geography; Founder of the Geocartographic \ GIS Laboratory for Digital Mapping at Tel-Aviv University & at 
Clark University (Worcester, USA), Former Ombudsman of Tel-Aviv University and many more. Additionally, 
appeared on the Oxford University's Center for International Bibliography's "2000 Influential Scientists of 



the 21st Century". Holds a BSc from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem and an MA and PhD from 
The University of Minnesota.  
 

Brig. Gen. (res.) Udi Dekel is the Managing Director and a Senior Research Fellow, Institute 

for National Security Studies (INSS). Gen. Dekel headed the negotiations team that negotiated with the 
Palestinians in the Annapolis process under the Olmert Government. In this framework, he coordinated the 
staff work and led twelve negotiating committees. Gen. Dekel filled many senior IDF positions in intelligence, 
international military cooperation, and strategic planning. His last post in the IDF was Head of the Strategic 
Planning Division in the Planning Directorate of the General Staff, and as a reservist, he is Head of the Center 
for Strategic Planning.  Gen. Dekel Previously served as Head of the Foeign Relations Section in the General 
Staff and Head of Research in the Air Force Intelligence Unit. In addition, he headed a working group on 
strategic-operative cooperation with the United States on the development of a response to the surface-to-
surface missile threat and international military cooperation. Gen. Dekel also served on the 2006 commission 
to update Israel's security Concept and coordinated the formulation of IDF strategy. 
  

Ms. Lizy Delaricha is the Mayor of Ganey Tikva. Previously served as Deputy Mayor of Ganey 

Tikva. Prior to public service, Ms. Delaricha served as Vice President of Finance at a number of start-up 
companies which were sold to tech giants such as Microsoft and IBM. Holds a Bachelor's in Economics and 
Accounting from the Open University of Israel. 
  

Ms. Antonia L. Dimou is the Head of the Middle East Unit at the Institute for Security and 

Defense Analyses. Ms. Dimou additionally serves as a Fellow at the Center for Strategic Studies, University 
of Jordan and as a Senior Fellow at the Center for Middle East Development (CMED), University of California 
Los Angeles. Ms. Dimou was a Special Advisor to the Greek Ministry of National Defense on the Middle East 
and Israel, and on Greek-American Political Relations from 2003 to 2006. She was also a Resident Specialist 
at the Defence Analyses Institute, Greek Ministry of Defense from 2000 to 2003. She speaks English and 
Arabic and has a working knowledge of Persian. 
  

Prof. Zvi Eckstein is the Dean of the Tiomkin School of Economics, IDC Herzliya and the former 

Deputy Governor of the Bank of Israel. He is also the Head of the Aaron Economic Policy Institute at IDC and 
a Judith C. and William G. Bollinger Visiting Professor at the Wharton School of the University of 
Pennsylvania. He is also an Emeritus Professor of Economics at Tel Aviv University. Prof. Eckstein is a Fellow 
at the Econometric Society and gave the Walras-Bowley lecture at the Econometric Society and served as 
Editor of the European Economic Review. He was a lecturer in leading U.S. universities, including Yale, 
Carnegie – Mellon, Boston University and the University of Minnesota. Prof. Eckstein has won many 
prestigious academic and professional awards, published in leading economic journals, books by academic 
publishers and was a member of several professional committees on behalf of various government agencies. 
Holds a BA in Economics from Tel Aviv University and a PhD in Economics from the University of Minnesota. 
 
 
 

MK Yuli-Yoel Edelstein is the speaker of the Knesset. Edelstein studied foreign languages at 

the Moscow Institute for Teacher Training. A former aliya activist and Hebrew teacher in Moscow and a 
Prisoner of Zion (1984-1987), Speaker Edelstein immigrated to Israel in 1987 where he served as Vice 
President of the Zionist Forum in Israel (1988-1996). In 1990 he graduated from the Jerusalem Fellows 
Program, and from 1990-93 was a Department Head at the Melitz Center for Zionist Education. In 1993-1994 
served as an advisor to then opposition leader MK Benjamin Netanyahu. Was a founding member of Yisrael 
ba-Aliya in 1996, a party which later merged with Likud. In March 2009, Edelstein was appointed Minister of 
Public Affairs and the Diaspora, serving until March 2013, when he was elected Speaker of the Knesset. 



 

Dr. Shira Efron is a Policy Researcher and a Special Advisor on Israel at the RAND Corporation. Dr. 

Efron is also a Professor at the Pardee RAND Graduate School. She is leading RAND's new Israel Program and 
researches issues related to Israel, the Middle East, food security, and technology adoption in the Middle 
East and Africa. Prior to RAND, Dr. Efron worked at several think tanks and NGOs focusing on the Middle 
East. She was the Policy Director and Country Representative of the Institute for Inclusive Security in Israel. 
Previously, she was a Policy Analyst at the Center for American Progress, where she edited the Middle East 
Bulletin. Dr. Efron holds a PhD in Policy Analysis from the Pardee RAND Graduate School, an MA in 
International Relations/International Business from New York University and a BSc in Biology and Computer 
Science from Tel Aviv University. 
 

Lt. Gen. Gadi Eisenkot is the IDF Chief of the General Staff. Gen. Eisenkot is credited as the 

initiator of the Dahiya doctrine. Having risen through the ranks in the Golani Brigade, Gen. Eisenkot later 
served as the Military Secretary to the Prime Minister, Commander of the Operations Directorate, 
Commander of the Northern Command and Deputy Chief of the General Staff. Holds a BA in history from Tel 
Aviv University and a master's degree from the United States Army War College. 
 

Dr. Israel Elad-Altman is a Senior Research Fellow at the Institute for Policy and Strategy (IPS), 

IDC Herzliya. Dr. Elad-Altman served in various official capacities in Israel and abroad, in positions related to 
research and analysis management and political assessment. Dr. Elad-Altman was a Lecturer at Tel Aviv 
University and a Research Fellow at the Shiloah Institute, specializing in Middle Eastern issues. Holds a PhD 
in Islamic Studies from UCLA. 
 

MK Karin Elharrar is a Member of Knesset for the Yesh Atid Party. Prior to politics, she Practiced 

law as an attorney in the private sector. In 2006, MK Elharrar earned an LLM degree from the American 
University Washington College of Law. During her LLM studies, she interned with two leading American 
organizations that specialize in the rights of persons with disabilities (AAPD and MDRI). Upon her return to 
Israel, she began working at The Rights for Persons with Disabilities Clinic at Bar-Ilan University. There she 
was involved in the government legislative proceedings to promote the rights of persons with disabilities. 
Between 2008 and 2013, MK Elharrar managed the legal clinics at the University. During this period, two 
additional clinics were set up: The Clinic for Rights of Senior Citizens and Holocaust Survivors and The Clinic 
for Hebrew Law. 
 

Prof. Haggai Erlich is an Emeritus Professor of the History of the Middle East and Africa, Tel Aviv 

University. 
 
 
 
  

Col. (res.) Dr. Shmuel Even is a Senior Research Fellow at the Institute for National Security 

Studies (INSS). Dr. Even is an economist and as the owner of Multi Concept (Consultants) Ltd., is involved in 
business research and consulting in the fields of business, management, and strategy. Previously Dr. Even 
served as the Head of the Tnuva Group; as a Partner in a banking investment company, and as a Financial 
Consultant to leading companies in Israel. Dr. Even retired from the IDF following a long career in the IDF's 
Intelligence Directorate. Dr. Even's fields of research at INSS include the Israeli economy; intellectual 
property; the gas and oil markets; national security strategy; defense expenditures; cyber issues; 
intelligence; the political process with the Palestinians; and more. Among his recent monographs: The 
Intelligence Community - Where To? (with Amos Granit, 2009); and Cyber Warfare: Concepts, Trends, and 



Implications for Israel (with David Siman-Tov, 2011). Holds an ScD from the Technion and the University of 
Haifa. 
 

Lt. Col. (res.) Alon Eviatar is an Advisor to the Office of the Coordinator of Government 

Activities in the Territories (COGAT). 
 

Mr. Moshe Fadlon is the Mayor of Herzliya. Served in various positions in the IDF, last of which 

was Officer in Charge of Combat Medic Training, with the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. After retiring from the 
IDF he served as the head of two departments at the Herzlia City Council. Holds a Bachelor's in Political 
Science, Government and Politics and a Master's in Public Administration in Local Government from the 
University of Haifa.   
 

MK Esawi Frej is a Member of Knesset for the Meretz Party. MK Frej graduated The Hebrew 

University of Jerusalem with a degree in Economics and Accounting and is an accountant by trade. He has 
been a member of the Meretz Party for 25 years. 
  

Mr. Roland Freudenstein is the Policy Director at the Martens Centre for European 

Studies. Having worked as a Research Fellow at the German Council on Foreign Relations, he became a 
Member of the Foreign and Security Planning Staff of the European Commission in Brussels in the 1990s. 
Subsequently, Mr. Freudenstein became the Director of the Warsaw Office of the Konrad Adenauer 
Foundation and later held a leading function in the Foundation’s Central Office in Berlin. After coming back 
to Brussels in 2004, Mr. Freudenstein represented the German city-state of Hamburg to the EU. He has 
been, since 2008, the Head of Research and Deputy Director of the Wilfried Martens Centre for European 
Studies. Mr. Freudenstein has contributed to debates and published extensively on European integration, 
international security, German-Polish relations, global democracy support and recently about the changes 
in the Middle East. Has Studied Political Science, Economics, Japan Studies and International Relations in 
Bonn and Los Angeles. 
 

Dr. Anita Friedman is the Executive Director of the Jewish Family and Children’s Service of San 

Francisco, The Peninsula, Marin and Sonoma Counties, one of the largest and oldest family service 
institutions in the United States. JFCS programs are internationally distinguished for their excellence, 
innovation, and compassion. As a speaker, lecturer, and author, Dr. Friedman’s expertise includes social 
policy and programming for diverse populations that include children, youth, families, and the aged; the 
financing of health and human services; and the development of innovative business and social enterprise 
models. Dr. Friedman’s expertise also includes Holocaust and genocide education. She is additionally the 
editor of the recently published Rywka’s Diary (Harper), now translated into 15 languages and the subject of 
a forthcoming film. 
 
  

Dr. Doron Friedman is the head of the Advanced Reality Lab at the Sammy Ofer School of 

Communications, IDC Herzliya. Dr. Friedman is also an Honorary Lecturer in the Virtual Environments and 
Computer Graphics Lab at the University College London. Dr. Friedman is a co-inventor of several patents 
and commercial products; he was the co-founder and CTO of Earthnoise.com and has helped set up three 
other startup companies in the field of new media and intelligent systems. Dr. Friedman and his lab members 
are currently involved in several international projects in the areas of telepresence, intelligent systems, and 
advanced human computer interfaces. Holds a PhD in Computer Science from Tel Aviv University and has 
served as a visiting consultant at the Weizmann Institute of Science. 
   



Col. (res.) Yair Froymovich is the CEO of 12C and a Research Fellow at the Institute for Policy 

and Strategy (IPS), IDC Herzliya. Has vast experience in intelligence instruction and consulting in the fields of 
strategic analysis, HLS and risk analysis, counter-terrorism and crime, combat intelligence, IT for intelligence 
and information management and competitive intelligence. Holds a BA in History of the Middle East and 
Africa, and an MA in Security and Strategic Studies, both from Tel Aviv University. 
  

Mr. Avi Gabbay is the Chairman of the Labor Party and of the Zionist Camp.  Previously served as 

Minister of Environmental Protection between 2015 and 2016. A former Intelligence Officer in the 
Intelligence Corps 8200 Unit. After his military service, Mr. Gabbay worked for four years in the Ministry of 
Finance, before joining Bezeq, initially as an assistant to CEO Ami Erel, later becoming VP of Human 
Resources. In 2003 he became CEO of Bezeq International and went on to become CEO of Bezeq in 2006, a 
position he held until leaving the company in 2013. Prior to the 2015 Knesset elections, he was amongst the 
founders of the new Kulanu party. Despite not being elected to the Knesset, he was appointed Minister of 
Environmental Protection in the Netanyanu government. On 27 May 2016, he submitted his resignation from 
the government in protest of the appointment of Avigdor Lieberman as Minister of Defense. After resigning, 
in December 2016, Mr. Gabbay announced he would join the Israeli Labor Party, and in July 2017 won its 
chairmanship race. Mr. Gabbay holds a BA in Economics and an MBA from The Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem. 
   

Prof. Boaz Ganor is the Dean of the Lauder School of Government, Diplomacy & Strategy; Founder 

& Executive Director, Institute for Counter-Terrorism (ICT) and the Ronald Lauder Chair for Counter-
Terrorism, IDC Herzliya. Prof. Ganor additionally serves as the Founding President of the International 
Academic Counter-Terrorism Community (ICTAC), an international association of academic institutions, 
experts, and researchers in fields related to the study of terrorism and counter-terrorism. Prof. Ganor 
previously held positions at Stanford University, U.C. Berkeley, the Hoover Institution (Koret Distinguished 
Visiting Fellow), the Monterey Institute of International Studies, MIPT (The National Memorial for the 
Prevention of Terrorism), the Hebrew University and Bar-Ilan University. He was also a member of the 
International Advisory Team of the Manhattan Institute (CTCT) to the New York Police Department (NYPD). 
He serves on numerous international boards and has briefed public agencies and corporate organizations 
around the world. Prof. Ganor has published numerous articles on terrorism and counter-terrorism. His 
book, "The Counter-Terrorism Puzzle – A Guide for Decision Makers", is used as a textbook in universities 
worldwide. Prof. Ganor is a frequent media and television commentator and has appeared on the BBC, CNN, 
CBS, ABC, The New York Times, The Guardian, The Wall Street Journal, The Jerusalem Post, Haaretz and many 
other Israeli and international publications.  He holds a PhD in Political Science from 
the Hebrew University of Jerusalem.  
 
  
 
 

Adv. Michal Gera Margaliot is the Managing Director of the Israel Women's Network. Over 

the past decade Adv. Gera Margaliot has been active in promoting women's rights and raising awareness to 
the issue. Prior to becoming the Managing Director of the IWN, Adv. Gera Margaliot served as a 
Parliamentary Advisor and Chief of Staff to MK Merav Michaeli for four years. In the years 2010-2012, she 
completed her pre-internship and internship at the Orna Lin & Co. law firm, which specializes in labor law. 
In the years 2007-2010 Adv. Gera Margaliot was the coordinator of the Laufer Institute for Women's Studies 
at the Hebrew University. 
Since 2012, Adv. Gera Margaliot has served as a Member of the IWN's Managing Board, the organization's 
Jurist Forum and Finance Committee. Adv. Gera Margaliot holds a BA in Philosophy, Economics and Political 
Science, an additional Bachelor's in Law and a Master's in Law with specialization in Gender Studies. 
 



Maj. Gen. (res.) Amos Gilead is the Executive Director of the Institute for Policy and 

Strategy (IPS) and Chairman of the Annual Herzliya Conference Series, IDC Herzliya. Prior to assuming his 
current position in 2017, Gen. Gilead led a distinguished career for more than three decades in the IDF and 
in the Defense Establishment, his last position being Director of Policy and Political-Military Affairs at the 
Ministry of Defense. In this position, which he held for more than 13 years, Gen. Gilead managed Israel’s 
international strategic and political-military relations and played a key role in developing Israel’s defense 
relations with key Sunni-Arab nations. Beforehand, Gen. Gilead served in many critical positions such as Chief 
of the Intelligence Research and Analysis Division, IDF Spokesperson, Coordinator of Government Activities 
in the Territories and Military Secretary (Aide de Camp) of Prime Minister and Defense Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin. 
 

Adv. Amiram Gill is the Director of the Capital Markets' Legal Clinic and the Capital Markets' Forum 

at the Radzyner Law School, IDC Herzliya. Prior to joining IDC Herzliya, Adv. Gill founded and led the Capital 
Markets' Legal Clinic at the College of Law & Business (CLB). He has advised multinational companies as an 
Associate with a U.S. law firm and currently advising Israeli businesses and NGOs. Holds an LLB (Magna Cum 
Laude) from Tel Aviv University and a JSM from Stanford University. 
 

Mr. Mazin G'Nayem is the Mayor of Sakhnin. A former Soccer Player and Owner of a construction 

firm. During his tenure as Chairman of the Bnei-Sakhnin Soccer Team, the team won the Israel Cup. 
 

Dr. Ori Goldberg is a Research Fellow at the Institute for Policy and Strategy (IPS), IDC Herzliya, 

and a National Security Commentator, Ynet. Dr. Goldberg's research focuses on the interaction between 
religious faith and political behavior. His specializes is Shi'a Islam and Iran. His doctoral dissertation, 
published by Routledge in 2011 (Shi'i Theology in Iran: The Challenge of Religious Experience), dealt with the 
role of religious experience in the creation of revolutionary Shi'i discourse in Iran. Dr. Goldberg is the author 
of Lachshov Shi'it (Thinking Shi'a), published as part of IDF Radio's "Broadcast University" series. He is the 
co-author of Understanding Shiite Leadership: The Art of the Middle Ground in Iran and Lebanon. Dr. 
Goldberg is the recipient of many academic prizes, including the Dan David Prize and the Wolff scholarship. 
He has served as a Research Fellow in several prominent institutions and foundations abroad, including Yale 
University, the Mellon Foundation, the Volkswagen Stiftung and others. 
 

Mr. Ilan S. Goldenberg is the Director of the Middle East Security Program at the Center for a 

New American Security. Mr. Goldenberg is a foreign policy and defense expert with extensive government 
experience covering Iran’s nuclear program, the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, and the broader challenges 
facing the Middle East. Prior to CNAS, Mr. Goldenberg served as the Chief of Staff to the Special Envoy for 
Israeli-Palestinian Negotiations at the U.S. Department of State. In this capacity, he played a key leadership 
role with the small team supporting Secretary Kerry’s initiative to conduct permanent status peace 
negotiations between Israelis and Palestinians. Mr. Goldenberg is also an Adjunct Professor at Georgetown 
University’s Security Studies Program. Holds a BA in International Studies from the University of 
Pennsylvania, a BS in Economics from the Wharton School of Business and a Master's in International Affairs 
from Columbia University's School of International and Public Affairs. 
 

Rabbi Pinchas Goldschmidt is the Chief Rabbi of Moscow & Head of the Rabbinical Court of 

the Commonwealth of Independent States; President of the Conference of European Rabbis. Rabbi 
Goldschmidt is the first President of the Conference of European Rabbis from Eastern Europe in the 
organization's 54-year history. Previously, a Visiting Scholar at the Davis Center, Harvard University. Rabbi 
Goldschmidt takes an active part in interfaith dialogue gatherings with Christians and Muslims and has 
spoken at major events on this theme in New York, Paris, Astana, Seville and Moscow. Has also addressed 
the US Senate, EU Parliament, Council of Europe, Israeli Knesset, Prime Minister Netanyahu's Ne'eman 



Commission, Oxford University, OSCE Berlin Conference on anti-Semitism, and Harvard University, discussing 
the state of the Jewish community, and the threats of anti-Semitism. 
 

Mr. Oded Granot is a Journalist, Middle East and International Commentator.  

 

Mr. Eli Groner is the Director General of the Prime Minister's Office. Prior to being appointed 

Director General, Mr. Groner was an Economic Attaché at The Embassy of Israel in Washington, D.C. and a 
Senior Assistant to the Chairman of Tnuva. Mr. Groner holds a BA in Political Science and Journalism from 
Bar-Ilan University and an MBA From New-York University's Stern School of Business.   
 

Dr. Yoel Guzansky is a Senior Fellow at the Institute for National Security Studies (INSS), and a 

Visiting Fellow at Stanford University’s Hoover Institution. Before joining INSS, Dr. Guzansky served on the 
National Security Council in the Prime Minister's Office, coordinating the work on Iran under four National 
Security Advisers and three Prime Ministers. Dr. Guzansky is the author of The Arab Gulf States and Reform 
in the Middle East; Between Resilience and Revolution: The Stability of the Gulf Monarchies and co-author 
of The Arab World on the Road to State Failure. 
 

Maj. Gen. (res.) Gershon HaCohen is a Research Fellow at the Begin-Sadat Center for 

Strategic Studies; former Commander of the Military Academies and former Commander of the IDF Northern 
Corps. Gen. HaCohen served in the IDF for 42 years, commanding troops in battle on the Egyptian and Syrian 
fronts. In 2005 he was the officer in charge of implementing Israel’s Disengagement Plan from Gaza. Holds 
an MA in Philosophy and Comparative Literature from The Hebrew University of Jerusalem.  
 

Prof. Su Hao is the Director of the Center for Strategic and Peace Studies at the China Foreign Affairs 

University. Previously the Chairman of the Diplomacy Department, Director of China’s Foreign Relations 
Section, General Secretary of the East Asian Studies Center and Director of Center for Asia-Pacific Studies. 
Prof. Hao is affiliated with various institutions in China, including, the President of Beijing Geopolitical 
Strategy and Development Association, Chinese People’s Association for Friendship with Foreign Countries, 
China Association of Asia-Pacific Studies, China Association of Asian-African Development Exchange, and 
China Association of China-ASEAN and many more. Holds a BA in History and an MA in International Relations 
from Beijing Normal University and a PhD in International Relations from China Foreign Affairs University.  
He studied advanced studies at the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS) of The University of London; 
and was a Fulbright scholar at The Institute of War and Peace Studies of Columbia University, and in The 
Institute of East Asia of The University of California at Berkeley. 
  
 

Mr. Amos Harel is the Senior Military Correspondent and Defense Analyst for Haaretz. In this role, 

he has written extensively about Israel's ongoing fight against terrorist organizations, its battles during the 
Palestinian Intifadah (uprising) and the last war in Lebanon. Prior to his current position, Mr. Harel spent 
four years as Night Editor for the Haaretz Hebrew print edition, and from 1999-2005 was an Anchor on a 
weekly Army Radio program about defense issues. Mr. Harel also frequently appears in the Israeli and foreign 
media as a military pundit. Mr. Harel co-wrote two books, one about the second Intifadah and one about 
The Second Lebanon War. Both books won the Chechic Award for outstanding security research. Mr. Harel 
is a graduate of Tel Aviv University, with a Bachelor's in Law. 
  

Dr. Béatrice Hasler, the Advanced Reality Lab of the Sammy Ofer School of Communications, IDC 

Herzliya. Dr. Hasler is a Senior Lecturer at the Sammy Ofer School of Communications.  
Her research lies at the intersection of psychology and technology. She specializes in virtual reality and avatar 



technologies and investigates the psychological impact of immersive virtual reality experiences. Dr. Hasler is 
particularly interested in exploring how virtual reality can be used as a new method for conflict resolution. 
Prior to her current position, she was a Post-Doctoral Research Fellow at the Experimental Virtual 
Environments Lab for Neuroscience and Technology at the University of Barcelona. Her Post-Doctoral 
research has been funded by an Intra-European Marie Curie Fellowship from the European Union and two 
fellowships from the Swiss National Science Foundation. Dr. Béatrice Hasler received her PhD in Psychology 
from the University of Zurich. 
 

Prof. Hanna Herzog is a Professor Emerita of Sociology at Tel Aviv University and the Co-Director 

and Co-Founder of the Shavot Center for the Advancement of Women in the Public Sphere (WIPS) at the Van 
Leer Jerusalem Institute. The institute's leading project being theGender Index Tender Inequality in Israel. 
Prof. Herzog has written many articles on the politics of ethnic and racial relations, women in politics and 
politics of women, Palestinian women citizens of Israel, Jewish women in the Holocaust, and gender, religion, 
and politics. 
 

Brig. Gen. Michael Herzog is the Israel-based Milton Fine International Fellow of The 

Washington Institute for Near East Policy. Over the last decade Gen. Herzog has held senior positions in the 
office of Israel's Minister of Defense under four Ministers. Since 1993, Gen. Herzog has played a key role in 
the Arab-Israeli peace process, participating in most of Israel's negotiations with the Palestinians, Jordanians, 
and Syrians, including the Wye Plantation summit, Camp David summit, the Taba negotiations, and the 
Annapolis summit and subsequent negotiations. From June 2009 to March 2010, he served as Special 
Emissary to Israel's Prime Minister and Minister of Defense in the efforts to relaunch the peace process. Gen. 
Herzog was a visiting military fellow at The Washington Institute in 2004-2006. His published work at the 
Institute included the study, Iranian Public Opinion on the Nuclear Program: A Potential Asset for the 
International Community, and the influential Foreign Affairs article, "Can Hamas Be Tamed?". Holds a BA 
from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem; National Defense College, Israel, and an MA from the University 
of Haifa. 
  

 Ms. Hodiya Houminer-Rosenblum is an Advisor to the Commissioner of the Civil 

Service. Previously a Research Assistant at the Research Department of the Supreme Court of Israel. 
Additionally, served as a Policy Analyst at the Prime Minister's Office, where she coordinated a team on The 
Committee on racism against the Ethiopian community in Israel; an Interagency Committee on Infant Care, 
and worked on the issue of the integration of Ultra-Orthodox Jews in Israeli Society. Specifically, their 
integration in higher education and the job market. both of which she continues to promote in her current 
position. Holds an LLB from the Ono Academic College and a Master's in Public Administration and Law from 
the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. 
 

Mr. Jacky Hugi is The Arab Affairs Editor of IDF Radio. A Columnist for the business newspaper 

Globes and the former Arab Affairs Correspondent for Maariv. The author of Arabian Nights.Com (2011), a 
nonfiction introduction for Israeli readers to contemporary social, cultural and political discourse in the Arab 
world. The winner of the 2007 Media Award of the London Next Century Foundation and the 2008 B'nai 
B'rith Award for Journalism of Jewish communities in the Arab world. Mr. Hugi holds a master's degree in 
Middle Eastern and African history from Tel Aviv University. 
 

Dr. Ofer Israeli is a Research Fellow at the Institute for Policy and Strategy (IPS), IDC Herzliya. Dr. 

Israeli is an International Security Policy and Middle East Expert. Additionally, Dr. Israeli is a lecturer of 
International Relations Theory and Foreign Policy Decision Making at IDC Herzliya, the University of Haifa, 
Ben-Gurion University, Tel-Aviv University and the Israeli Defense Forces (IDF) Academy. In 2009-2011 Dr. 
Israeli was a Visiting Researcher at the Center for Peace & Security Studies (CPASS), in Georgetown 



University’s School of Foreign Service (SFS). His postdoctoral research is in the field of the Complexity of 
International Relations. Dr. Israeli’s PhD dissertation is on Realist Theory of International Outcomes, from 
The University of Haifa’s President PhD program for honor students. His MA Thesis in International Relations 
is on The Relation between Military Results & Political Outcomes, from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. 
 

Maj. Gen. (res.) David Ivry is the President of Boeing Israel. Gen. Ivry’s distinguished career 

includes leadership positions within both government and industry. Positions for which he received a variety 
of honors and distinctions. Gen. Ivry has served as Israel's Ambassador to the United States, Israel's National 
Security Advisor and Head of the National Security Council, Director General of the Ministry of Defense, 
Chairman of Israel Aircraft Industries, Commander-in-Chief of The Israeli Air Force and many more. Gen. Ivry 
holds a BSc in Aeronautical Engineering from the Technion University. 
 

Mr. Meir Javedanfar is a Research Fellow at the Institute for Policy and Strategy, IDC Herzliya, 

and the Owner and Editor of the Iran–Israel Observer. Mr. Javedanfar additionally serves as a Lecturer at the 
Lauder School of Government, Diplomacy & Strategy at IDC Herzliya, where he teaches Contemporary 
Iranian Politics. He has been a Guest Lecturer in five languages (Persian, Hebrew, English, Spanish and 
Portuguese) at events and universities in more than 20 countries. Mr. Javedanfar has briefed officials and 
academics from more than 30 countries on Iran. Mr. Javedanfar is the co-author of the first biography of 
Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, and the author of the chapter “The Islamic Republic of Iran: The 
Ministry of Information and Security (VAVAK)” for the book “PSI Handbook of Global Security and 
Intelligence: National Approaches". Serves as an expert to The U.N. Alliance of Civilizations – Global Experts 
Resource Project. He is also a member and contributor to the Gulf 2000 Middle East Project at Columbia 
University’s School of International and Public Affairs. Mr. Javedanfar has a Master's in international 
Relations and Strategic Studies from Lancaster University in the United Kingdom. He runs the Middle East 
Economic and Political Analysis Company (MEEPAS) from its offices in Tel Aviv. 
 

MK Moshe Kahlon is the Minister of Finance of Israel. MK Kahlon is also the Chairman of the 

Kulanu party. Previously the Minister of Communications and Minister of Welfare and Social Services. Holds 
an LLB from Netanya Law College and a BA in Political Science and General Studies from Haifa University. 
   

Dr. Ely Karmon is a Senior Research Scholar at The International Institute for Counter-Terrorism 

(ICT), IDC Herzliya. He lectures on International Terrorism and CBRN terrorism at the MA Counterterrorism 
Studies at IDC. Previously served as Advisor to the Israeli Ministry of Defense and the Anti-Semitism 
Monitoring Forum of the Israeli Government Secretariat. Holds a BA in English and French Culture from the 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem, a License in International Relations from the Institut d’Etudes Politiques 
and a License in Bantu languages from the Ecole de Langues Orientales, in Paris. He earned his MA and PhD in 
Political Science from the University of Haifa. 

Mr. Benni Kashriel is the Mayor of Maaleh Adumim. He additionally serves as the Vice-Chairman 

of the Federation of Local Authorities in Israel. Formerly the Chairman of the Yesha Council. Holds a BA in 
International Relations and Sociology from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, and an MA in Modern Times 
Middle East from Tel Aviv University. 
  

MK Yisrael Katz is the Minister of Intelligence and Transport of Israel. Previously the Minister of 

Agriculture and Rural Development. Holds a BA and an MA from The Hebrew University of Jerusalem. 
 

Amb. Bilahari Kausikan is the Ambassador-at-Large at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 

Singapore; and Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Middle East Institute, National University of 
Singapore. Between 2001 and May 2013, he was the Second Permanent Secretary and then Permanent 



Secretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Amb. Kausikan previously served in a variety of appointments, 
including as the Permanent Representative to the United Nations in New York and as Ambassador to the 
Russian Federation. Amb. Kausikan has studied at the Raffles Institution, the University of Singapore and 
Columbia University in New York. 
  

Dr. Dalia Dassa Kaye is Director of the Center for Middle East Public Policy and a Senior Political 

Scientist at the RAND Corporation. Before joining RAND, Dr. Kaye lived in The Netherlands where she served 
as a Council on Foreign Relations International Affairs Fellow at the Dutch Foreign Ministry and taught at the 
University of Amsterdam. She is the recipient of many awards and fellowships, including a Brookings 
Institution research fellowship and The John W. Gardner Fellowship for Public Service. Dr. Kaye publishes 
widely on Middle East regional security issues, including in outlets like Foreign Affairs, Foreign Policy, The 
Los Angeles Times, The Washington Post, Reuters, U.S. News, The National Interest, Survival, and the 
Washington Quarterly. She has appeared in many media outlets, including BBC, CNN, MSNBC, and NPR. Dr. 
Kaye received her PhD in Political Science from the University of California, Berkeley. 
  

H.E. Hazem Khairat is the Ambassador of the Arab Republic of Egypt to Israel. Ambassador 

Khairat joined the Egyptian Foreign Service in 1982 and has since led a distinguished diplomatic career. He 
served as Ambassador of Egypt to Syria and to Chile and as Permanent Representative of Egypt to the Arab 
League. He also served as Political Counselor in the Egyptian Embassy in Washington, D.C. Before being 
appointed to his current position in 2016, he was the Assistant Minister of Foreign Affairs. 
 

Lt. Gen. V.G. Khandare, PVSM, AVSM, SM (Retd.) is the former Director 

General of the Indian Defence Intelligence Agency and Former Deputy Chief of the Indian Integrated Defence 
Staff. 
 

Senator Mark Kirk is a Senior Advisor for United Against Nuclear Iran (UANI). Sen. Kirk served as 

the junior United States Senator from Illinois from 2010 to 2017 and a member of the Republican Party. 
Previously, Sem. Kirk was a member of the U.S. House of Representatives, representing Illinois's 10th 
Congressional District. Prior to his election, Sen. Kirk served as a Naval Intelligence Officer and practiced law. 
He joined the United States Navy Reserve as a Direct Commission Officer in the Intelligence career field in 
1989 and was recalled to active duty for the 1999 NATO bombing of Yugoslavia. He participated in Operation 
Northern Watch in Iraq the following year. Sen. Kirk continued his Reserve Duty during his tenure in Congress 
and finally retired in 2013 with the rank of Commander. Sen. Kirk Holds a BA (cum laude) in History from 
Cornell University, a master's degree from the London School of Economics, and a JD from Georgetown 
University Law Center. 
 

Mr. Yuri Kogan is the Managing Partner at Ergo Oriens Consultants and a Research Fellow at the 

Institute for Policy and Strategy (IPS), IDC Herzliya. A 25-year veteran of the Israeli Security & Intelligence 
community, a graduate of the National Executive Intelligence Training Program, with an academic 
background in Behavioral Sciences, Criminology, and Counter-Terrorism. Throughout his years of public 
service, Mr. Kogan fulfilled a range of field, command & staff positions within the Israel National Police and 
the Office of the Prime Minister of Israel. Certified as a Crisis Negotiator by the Israel National Police and the 
FBI he possesses hands-on experience in conducting crisis and hostage negotiations in both criminal and 
terrorist incidents. Holds a BA (Cum Laude) in Behavioral Sciences from Ben-Gurion University, an MA in 
Criminology from Bar-Ilan University, and an MA in Counter Terrorism with a cluster in Cyber Terrorism at 
IDC,  where he won the National Consulting Competition as a member of the IDC Consulting Club. 
  

Amb. Dr. Haim Koren is the former Ambassador of Israel to Egypt. He previously served as the 

Ambassador of Israel to South Sudan and as the Director of the Middle East Division, Center of Political 



Research in Israel’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs. During his tenure with the Ministry, his positions included 
serving as Director of the Political Planning Division, Deputy Spokesman of the Press Division, and as Consul 
for Press and Information. He is an expert in the Arab World, including the Arabic language, media, and 
extremism. Since 2011, he has been a member of Advisory Board of IFIMES (The Slovenian Institute of Middle 
East and Balkan Studies). From 2008 to 2011, he was an Instructor at the National Defense College of Israel. 
Amb. Koren has published dozens of articles in his area of expertise. Holds a PhD from the University of 
Bergan, Norway. 
 

MK Nurit Koren is a Member of Knesset for the Likud Party. Between 2015 and 2016, MK Koren 

served as Deputy Speaker of the Knesset. She holds an LLB from the Ono Academic College, a BA with honors 
in Social Sciences and Humanities from The Open University and an LLM from Bar-Ilan University. MK Koren 
has also completed a directors' Training Course at Bar-Ilan University and a Mediation Course at the Israel 
Center for Negotiation and Mediation. She is an attorney and mediator by trade in the civil sector. 
 

Mr. Yoav Kraiem is the Co-Director for the Community Development and Social Change 

Department at Beit Issie Shapiro. Since 2012, has served as the National Chairperson of the National Council 
for Psychiatric Rehabilitation in the Community at the Ministry of Health, and since 2013 he has lectured on 
Social Entrepreneurship at the David Yellin College of Education. Mr. Kraiem has published in academic 
publications on Disability Studies and won various awards over the years for his social entrepreneurship, the 
most recent being the International Henry Viscardi Foundation Achievement Award for contribution to the 
advancement of equality and rehabilitation of people with disabilities. Holds a BA in Education and Sociology 
from the Tel Hai Academic College and is currently studying for his Master's in Educational Policy at Tel Aviv 
University. 
 

Mr. Ran Kunik is the Mayor of Givatayim. He is a former Professional Table Tennis Player and the 

former Chairman of the Israel Table Tennis Association. Holds a Bachelor's in Business Administration for the 
College of Management, Tel Aviv. 
  

Mr. Daniel Landau is a Researcher and Artist at the Advanced Reality Lab, Sammy Ofer School of 

Communications, IDC Herzliya. A media Artist, Researcher and Lecturer. He studied Computer Music at the 
Royal Conservatory in The Netherlands where he lived and worked for almost a decade. Mr. Landau's work 
resides at the intersection of art, technology, and science - exploring the complex relationship between body 
and technology. Core to his work is the attempt to trace techno-political processes and their impact on social 
and private spaces. His work has been presented in major venues, museums and festivals worldwide 
including Jerusalem, New-York, London, Amsterdam, Berlin, Shenzhen, Tokyo, Paris Hungary and Mexico 
City. Between 2012-16 Mr. Landau led the Media Studies Department at the Midrasha Faculty of the Arts, 
Beit Berl Academic College. He was recently invited as a Visiting Lecturer at the University of California Los 
Angeles and is currently a PhD Researcher at the Aalto University Media Lab Helsinki. 
 

Mr. Edan Landau is a Researcher and Project Manager at the Institute for Counter-Terrorism (ICT), 

IDC Herzliya. He is the Public Resilience Program Manager, Head of the Database Desk, and in charge of the 
Situation Room at the ICT. He also functions as a Researcher in the fields of Global Jihadi Organizations such 
as al Qaeda and its network and Hezbollah. Mr. Landau holds an MA (cum laude) in Government and 
Homeland Security from the Lauder School of Government, Diplomacy & Strategy and a BA in Business 
Administration from the Arison School of Business, both at the IDC, Herzliya. 
 

MK Yair Lapid is the Chairperson of the "Yesh Atid" Party and former Minister of Finance of Israel. 

Member of the Knesset Foreign Affairs and Defense Committee and the Sub-Committee on Intelligence and 
Security Services. 



 

Rabbi David Lau is the Chief Rabbi of Israel. Rabbi Lau previously served as the Chief Rabbi 

of Modi'in-Maccabim-Re'ut, Israel and as the Chief Rabbi of Shoham, Israel.  
  

H.E. Hélène Le Gal is the Ambassador of France to Israel. A Career Diplomat, as a young Diplomat 

on her second post, she spent three years at the Embassy in Tel Aviv in the 1990s. Amb. Le Gal was among 
the crowd at Malchei Yisrael Square the night Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin was assassinated in 1995 and has 
remained deeply affected by the memory. She later held a cabinet position as Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
International Development and was the first woman to serve as French Consul-General to Quebec. She was 
also the first woman to serve as Adviser on Africa to President François Hollande, a job more commonly 
known as “Madame Afrique’’. Amb. Le Gal has also worked in Madrid and Brussels and is widely considered 
an expert on security affairs. She has been decorated as Knight of the National Order of Merit (2008), Knight 
of the Legion of Honor (2012), Commander of the Order of Merit of Mali, Niger and Guinea, and Officer of 
the National Order of the Lion (Senegal). She is a graduate of the Institute of Political Studies of Paris. 
 

Prof. Leo Leiderman is a Professor of Economics at Tel-Aviv University and the Chief Economic 

Advisor of Bank Hapoalim. An international expert, researcher, and lecturer on topics related to monetary 
policy, international finance, central banking, inflation targeting, emerging markets, capital inflows, global 
asset allocation, international banking, and macroeconomic and financial global forecasts. 
Prof. Leiderman has published more than 70 articles in professional journals and has written or edited 7 
books. Served as advisor to the International Monetary Fund, The World Bank, the Inter American 
Development Bank, and the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development. Prof. Leiderman has 
provided policy advice on monetary policy, exchange rates, and inflation targeting to various central banks, 
such as Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Georgia, Mexico, Poland, and Turkey. Holds a BA in Economics from The 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem and an MA and PhD in Economics from The University of Chicago. 
  

Dr. Noam Lemelshtrich-Latar is the founding Dean and Chair of the Daniel Pearl 

International Journalism Institute of the Sammy Ofer School of Communications, IDC Herzliya. A pioneer of 
new media research and education, among the first to study and publish on interactive communication and 
the integration of feedback technology into small group discussions. Dr. Lemelshtrich-Latar was one of the 
founders of the Community Dialog Project in the Human Machine Systems Laboratory at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology. His current research focuses on data mining and the influence of artificial 
intelligence on the media. Dr. Lemelshtrich-Latar taught and conducted research at the Hebrew University, 
Tel-Aviv University where he was among founders of the school of journalism, and Ben-Gurion University. 
   

Hon. Marcel Lettre is the Vice President for National Security at Lockheed Martin, and the former 

U.S. Under Secretary of Defense for Intelligence. As Under Secretary, Lettre was the principal intelligence 
advisor to the Secretary of Defense. He exercised authority, direction, and control on behalf of the Secretary 
of Defense over all intelligence and security organizations within the Department of Defense. In this 
capacity, He was also designated as the Director of Defense Intelligence in the Office of the Director of 
National Intelligence and reported to the Director. Mr. Lettre holds a BA from the University of the South, 
Sewanee, Tennessee and an MA from Harvard's Kennedy School of Government.   
  

Dr. Ariel (Eli) Levite is a Nonresident Senior Fellow at the Carnegie Endowment for International 

Peace, and the former Principal Deputy Director General for Policy at the Israeli Atomic Energy Commission. 
Dr. Levite has also served as the Deputy National Security Adviser for Defense Policy and was Head of the 
Bureau of International Security and Arms Control (an assistant secretary position) at the Israeli Ministry of 
Defense. Before his government service, Dr. Levite worked for five years as a Senior Research Associate and 
Head of the Project on Israeli Security at the Jaffee Center for Strategic Studies (subsequently renamed INSS) 



at Tel Aviv University. He has taught courses on Security Studies and Political Science at Tel Aviv University, 
Cornell University, and the University of California, Davis. Holds a BA from Tel-Aviv University and an MA 
and PhD From Cornell University. 
 

Dr. Alon Levkowitz is the Chair of the Department of Social Sciences and Civics at Beit-Berl 

College, and a Research Fellow at the Begin-Sadat Center for Strategic Studies, Bar-Ilan University. Dr. 
Levkowitz additionally teaches courses on the foreign and security policies of Asian nations, International 
Organizations in Asia and Korean politics and history. His PhD dissertation (2005 Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem) analyzed the defense policies of the United States' allies in Asia: Japan, South Korea, and the 
Philippines. His research includes security and international relations issues in North East Asia. Dr. Levkowitz 
has published articles on Arms control in Asia, Korea-Middle East relations, U.S. forces in Asia and others. 
 

Prof. Yagil Levy is a Professor at the Department of Sociology, Political Science and Communication 

of the Open University of Israel. Additionally, serves as a Visiting Fellow in the Department of Political and 
Social Sciences at the European University Institute, Florence, Italy. A Board of Editors Member of Res 
Militaris- European Journal of Military Studies and a Board of Editors Member of Armed Forces & Society. 
Previously the Aaron and Cecile Goldman Visiting Israeli Professor at Georgetown University. Holds a PhD in 
Political Science from Tel Aviv University. His Doctoral Dissertation: The Role of the Military Sphere in the 
Construction of the Social-Political Order in Israel: The Conduct of the Arab-Israeli Conflict as a Statist Control 
Strategy. 
  

Mr. Avigdor Liberman is the Minister of Defense of Israel. The founder and Chairman of the 

Israel Beiteinu Party. Mr. Liberman previously served as Minister of National Infrastructure, Minister of 
Transportation, Minister of Strategic Affairs, Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister. Holds a BA in Social 
Sciences from The Hebrew University of Jerusalem. 
 

Adv. Avi Licht is the Deputy Attorney General of Israel For Administration and Special 

Functions. Previously served as the Deputy Attorney General (Economic-Fiscal). After graduating from law 
school, he interned for Supreme Court Judge Theodor Or. After his internship, he was the first Israeli Scholar 
of the Hauser Global Scholarship Program at the University of New-York. Holds an LLB with honors from the 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem and an LLM from the New-York University's School of Law. 
 
  

Amb. Dr. Alon Liel is the Former Ambassador of Israel to Turkey and former Director-General of 

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He served for almost three decades in the Israeli Foreign Service in different 
positions, among them: Ambassador to South Africa and Consul General to the South-East U.S. He also 
served as Director-General of the Ministry of Economy and Planning (1994-1997). Amb. Liel holds a PhD in 
International Relations from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. 
  

Ms. Tali Lipkin-Shahak is a Journalist, Broadcaster and the Head of the Defense Desk at Galei 

Tzahal (IDF Radio).  Ms. Lipkin-Shahak additionally serves as Chief Editor and Anchor of the show “Security 
Zone”. In 1982 she was appointed to be the Head Military Reporter for “Davarr” newspaper, becoming the 
first woman in Israel to serve in such a position. For seven years Ms. Lipkin-Shahak hosted the television 
show “The Third Time” in Telad and “Erev Hadash”.  She has been involved in editing documentaries such as 
“Moments in October”, “Milkud 82” and “Children Write to Rabin”. 
  

MK Tzipi Livni is the Chairperson of the Hatnuah Party and a Member of Knesset for the Zionist 

Union Party. MK Livni served as a Minister in the cabinets of Prime Ministers Ariel Sharon and Ehud Olmert 



from 2001 to 2009, most notably as Minister of Foreign Affairs from 2006 to 2009, during which she led the 
peace talks with the Palestinians. After the 2009 elections, MK Livni served as Leader of the Opposition. As 
the Leader of the liberal Hatnuah Party MK Livni served as Minister of Justice in Prime Minister Netanyahu's 
third government. She also led the Ministerial Committee on Legislation, was charged with overseeing 
Israel's diplomatic initiatives with the United States and Europe and was the Chief Negotiator in the peace 
negotiations. In December 2014, she teamed up with Labor Party Chief and Opposition Leader Isaac Herzog 
to form a joint list, the Zionist Union for the 2015 elections. MK Livni is a graduate of Bar-Ilan University's 
Faculty of Law. 
 

Hon. Mary Beth Long is the former U.S. Assistant Secretary of Defense for International Security 

Affairs; Co-Founder & Principal of Global Alliance Advisors LLC, and the Founder & Principal of M B Long & 
Associates PLLC. Ms. Long was the first woman confirmed by the U.S. Senate as Assistant Secretary of 
Defense for International Security Affairs in the Office of the Secretary of Defense, and as Chair of 
NATO’s High Level Group (HLG), responsible for NATO’s nuclear policy. In her Defense Department roles, she 
also acted as Principal Deputy Secretary of Defense on the Middle East, Africa, the Western Hemisphere, 
Asia, and Southeast Asia; and was the Deputy Secretary of Defense for Counter Narcoterrorism with a budget 
of over $1 billion. In addition, Ms. Long has more than a decade of Central Intelligence Agency operational 
experience (1986–99) on terrorism and other security issues. Ms. Long Holds a BA with honors from 
Pennsylvania State University and in 2016 received its Distinguished Alumni Award, she also holds a JD from 
the Washington and Lee University School of Law. 
  

Dr. Esther Lopatin is the Director of the Center for European Studies at the IDC Herzliya. From 

2005 to 2010, she was a Professorial Lecturer at the George Washington University's Political Science 
Department, teaching courses on EU politics and International Relations Theory. She was also a Visiting 
Scholar at the Institute for the Study of International Migration (ISIM) at Georgetown University, and prior 
to her graduation, she worked as a Transatlantic Fellow at the German Marshall Fund in Washington DC, 
where she provided policy advice on immigration and border security issues.  Dr. Lopatin was also a Visiting 
Professor at Sciences Po Lille, France, where she taught a course on EU Immigration and Asylum Policy. Holds 
a PhD in Political Science from the Ludwig-Maximilians University of Munich, for which she obtained a 
fellowship from the German Academic Exchange Service. 
 
 
 

Mr. Joey Low is the founder of "Israel at Heart" and the Founder of Star Farm Ventures, an early 

stage investing incubator bringing Israeli startups to the U.S. market. He studied and lived in Israel and 
developed a program for bringing Israeli students to the U.S. on advocacy missions. Among other things, Mr. 
Low is the founder of Israel at Heart Fellowship Program. Mr. Low also started the Ethiopian Israeli, Israel at 
Heart scholarship program at the IDC 12 years ago. There are over 45 Ethiopian Israelis studying there 
currently with over 100 graduates having completed their studies who are active members of the job market 
in Israel. He also began giving scholarships to African refugees at the IDC 7 years ago. There are 8 new 
students this year, with 20 having graduated already. Mr. Low believes that business is yet another way to 
underscore the importance of Israeli intellect and creativity which is why he started Star Farm Ventures, 
which invests exclusively in Israeli start-ups. 
 

Prof. Edward N. Luttwak, ENL Associates. Is a consultant to governments and international 

enterprises. A former Senior Associate at the Center for Strategic and International Studies of Washington, 
D.C. Serves or has served as a consultant to the U.S. National Security Council, the White House Chief of 
Staff, the U.S. Department of Defense, U.S. Department of State, U.S. Army, U.S. Air Force, and several allied 
governments. Prof. Luttwak has taught at Johns Hopkins University and Georgetown University and has been 
an Invited Lecturer at universities and higher military schools in numerous countries. His books have been 



published in 23 languages. Prof. Luttwak has attended schools in Sicily and England. Holds a BSc in Economics 
from the London School of Economics, a PhD from Johns Hopkins University, and an LLD Honoris Causa from 
the University of Bath, U.K., and Speaks several languages. 
 

Mr. Eric Lynn is a Senior Fellow, at the Center for a New American Security, and a Former Senior 

Advisor to the Secretary of Defense, United States Department of Defense. Mr. Lynn additionally runs a 
strategic consulting business, serving clients with such diverse needs as national security strategy, 
international dynamics, and business strategy. Prior to joining CNAS, Mr. Lynn served as a Senior Advisor to 
the Secretary of Defense and as Special Advisor on the Middle East in the Policy Office of the Secretary of 
Defense. He advised three U.S. Secretaries of Defense (Gates, Panetta, and Hagel) at the Pentagon, as well 
as the Undersecretaries for Policy, focusing on National Security and a range of Middle East issues. Mr. Lynn 
worked personally for the Secretary of Defense and served as Senior Policy Advisor to General John Allen. 
Notably, Mr. Lynn served as the Secretary’s lead on the Iron Dome counter rocket system since 2009 and 
was the Secretary of Defense's representative to the State Department's Israeli-Palestinian negotiations 
team. Mr. Lynn studied International Relations, History and Business at Northwestern University, 
additionally studied at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, and holds a law degree from Georgetown 
University. 
 

Ms. Yaela Machlis is the Mayor of Yehud-Monosson. A lawyer by trade, she is a graduate of Tel 

Aviv University's Faculty of Economics and Management and of Bar-Ilan University's Faculty of Law. 
 

Amb. Zvi Magen is a Senior Research Fellow at INSS and the former Ambassador of Israel to Russia 

and to Ukraine. He joined the INSS research staff following a long career in Israel's Foreign Service. In the 
years 1999-2006 he served as head of the "Nativ" organization, the Prime Minister's Office liaison group for 
the Former Soviet Union and Jewish diaspora affairs, and in 2006-2009 he served as the Head of the Institute 
for Eurasian Studies at IDC Herzliya. Amb. Magen also served in IDF Military Intelligence, completing his 
service with the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. 
  
 
 
  

Mr. David B. Makovsky is the Ziegler Distinguished Fellow, Director of the Project on the 

Middle East Peace Process and the Irwin Levy Family Program on the U.S.-Israel Strategic Relationship at The 
Washington Institute for Near East Policy. He is also an Adjunct Professor in Middle East studies at Johns 
Hopkins University's Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS). In 2013-2014, he worked 
in the Office of the U.S. Secretary of State, serving as a Senior Advisor to the Special Envoy for Israeli-
Palestinian Negotiations. Mr. Makovsky is a lifetime member of the Council on Foreign Relations and the 
London-based International Institute for Strategic Studies. His commentary on the peace process and the 
Arab-Israeli conflict has appeared in publications such as the New York Times, Washington Post, Los Angeles 
Times, Wall Street Journal and many more. Mr. Makovsky has testified before the full U.S. Senate Committee 
on Foreign Relations, the full U.S. House of Representatives Committee on Foreign Affairs, and on multiple 
occasions before the House of Representatives Committee on Foreign Affairs Middle East Subcommittee. 
Holds a BA from Columbia University and an MA in Middle East studies from Harvard University. 
  

Col. (res.) Pesach Malovany is a Former Senior Researcher at the IDF Intelligence 

Directorate. Currently serves as an Independent Researcher focusing on Arab militaries. During his career he 
served in various positions within the IDF Intelligence Directorate, specializing in intelligence gathering and 
analysis.  
 



Dr. Yossi Mann is the Chairman of the Department of Middle East Studies at Bar-Ilan University. Dr. 

Mann is also a researcher at the Institute for Policy and Strategy (IPS) at the IDC. Dr. Mann's research focuses 
on the commodities market, the renewable energy industry in the EU and on issues related to the oil and 
gas industries in the Middle East. Dr. Mann attended Oxford University for his post-doctoral research. 
  

Dr. Ronit Marzan is a Research Fellow and Chaikin Chair in Geostrategy at The University of Haifa, 

and a Research Associate at the Forum for Regional Thinking (FORTH). Dr. Marzan's research focuses on 
Palestinian politics and society in Israel, the West Bank, and Gaza. She also teaches at the School of Political 
Science at the University of Haifa. 
  

Dr. Shavit Matias is the former Deputy Attorney General of Israel; Head of the Global Affairs and 

Conflict Resolution Program at The Lauder School of Government, Diplomacy & Strategy, IDC Herzliya, and 
a Fellow at The Hoover Institution, Stanford University. Between 2004 and 2013 Dr. Matias was the Deputy 
Attorney General of Israel in charge of international issues. In that capacity, she advised the government on 
policy and law regarding many international matters. She was a member of Israeli National Security Council 
teams on a range of national security challenges, international law, Middle East policy, terrorism, and 
international conflicts. She Headed interministerial committees examining and advising on questions of law, 
policy, and national security and worked with colleagues from around the world in developing international 
mechanisms and law. Dr. Matias holds an LLB from Tel-Aviv University, an LLM from Georgetown University 
and a PhD in International Law from George Washington University. 
  

Dr. Doron Matza is a Research Associate at the Forum for Regional Thinking and a Researcher, at 

the INSS. Previously held senior positions in Israel's security and intelligence establishment, Managed the 
Research Division for Strategy and Policy at the Prime Minister’s Office from 1993 to 2014. Holds a PhD from 
Ben Gurion University in Middle Eastern History focusing on hegemonic discourse in the Israeli ruling 
establishment towards the Palestinian minority. 
 
 
 

Ms. Sharona Mazalian Levi, Alliance Center for Iranian Studies (ACIS), Tel Aviv University. Dr. 

Mazalian Levi also serves as the Spokesperson of Bank Hapoalim. Previously the Spokesperson and Head of 
Investor Education at Israel Securities Authority (ISA). Before joining the ISA, she served as Media Advisor to 
the Minister of Finance Dr. Yuval Steinitz. She also served as a Spokesperson Officer in the IDF between 2004 
and 2008. Dr. Mazalian Levi additionally serves as an Adjunct Lecturer on spokesman-ship and political 
communications at the Lauder School of Government, Diplomacy & Strategy, IDC Herzliya. She holds a PhD, 
an MA with honors in Middle Eastern Studies, and a BA in Political Science and Middle Eastern studies from 
Tel Aviv University. Her thesis explored the instrumental role of media-based indoctrination in establishing 
the Islamic revolution in Iran. 
 

Hon. Brett McGurk is the Special Presidential Envoy for the Global Coalition to Counter ISIL at the 

U.S. Department of State. In this assignment, Mr. McGurk leads a global coalition of 75 members and helps 
coordinate all aspects of U.S. policy related to campaign against ISIL. Mr. McGurk previously served as Deputy 
Special Presidential Envoy from September 2014 until November 2015. Prior to that, he served as Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of State for Iraq and Iran in the Bureau of Near Eastern Affairs from August 2013 until his 
current appointment. In the Obama administration, Mr. McGurk served as a Senior Advisor in the Bureau of 
Near Eastern Affairs with a focus on Iraq and other regional initiatives, as a special advisor to the National 
Security Staff, and as Senior Advisor to Ambassadors Crocker, Hill, and Jeffrey in Baghdad.  During the Bush 
administration, from 2005 to 2009, McGurk served as Director for Iraq and then as Special Assistant to the 
President and Senior Director for Iraq and Afghanistan. Before joining government service, Mr. McGurk was 



a Law Clerk for the late Chief Justice Rehnquist on the Supreme Court's 2001-2002 Term. Mr. McGurk holds 
a BA in Political Science from the University of Connecticut, and a JD from Columbia University. 
 

Prof. Yoram Meital is the Chair of the Chaim Herzog Center for Middle Eastern Studies & 

Diplomacy, Ben-Gurion Universit. Prof. Meital's research focuses on Political history of Middle Eastern 
societies and Foreign Policy and International Relations. His current project focuses on two key issues: 
Imprisonment of political opponents in Egypt and elsewhere in the Middle East, and the Jewish community 
and heritage in modern Egypt. Prof. Meital holds a PhD in Middle Eastern History from the University of 
Haifa.  
 

Mr. Ran Melamed is the Deputy Director for Communication and Social Policy at Yedid- the 

Association for Community Empowerment. Mr. Melamed has garnered widespread respect for his work in 
public policy advocacy, grassroots lobbying and campaign development with a wide range of communities 
and organizations.  He is responsible for the almost daily media attention that Yedid receives in a variety of 
media outlets. Before joining Yedid, Mr. Melamed held positions as Deputy Director of the Association for 
the Preservation of Historic Sites in Israel, Spokesman for the Ministry of Education and the Ministry of 
Energy. Mr. Melamed also has extensive experience as a guest journalist in major newspapers and television 
programs. Mr. Melamed is a graduate of Tel Aviv University. 
  

Prof. Rafi Melnick is a Professor at the Tiomkin School of Economics and the Lauder School of 

Government, Diplomacy & Strategy, IDC Herzliya. He is a Member of the Board of Directors of the Institute 
for Policy and Strategy at the IDC. Prof. Melnick was previously the Provost of the IDC Herzliya, the Dean of 
the Lauder School of Government, Diplomacy & Strategy and a member of the monetary committee of the 
Bank of Israel. Prof. Melnick additionally served as Deputy Director for Research at the Bank of Israel and 
lectured at various universities including the Hebrew University, Boston University, and the University of 
California, Davis. He developed the Melnick Index, a state of the economy index for the Israeli economy, 
which is regularly published by the IDC. He earned his PhD in economics from the University of California, 
Berkeley.  
   

Mr. Nadav Mendelson is the Chairperson of the IDC Student Union.  

 

MK Merav Michaeli is a Member of Knesset for The Zionist Union Party. She Chairs the Zionist 

Union Parliamentary Group and coordinates the Opposition. Since her election to the Knesset, MK Michaeli 
has been a Member of the Foreign Affairs and Defense Committee and its subcommittees. She is also 
Member of the House Committee. Prior to politics, MK Michaeli was involved in the establishment of the 
Galgalatz and Radio Tel-Aviv radio stations. She lectured at universities and colleges on media and gender. 
For over 20 years, MK Michaeli has been involved in feminist activism, seeking to promote women and equal 
rights for women. She also strives to promote the rights of minorities, worker rights and the promotion of 
peace. In 1997 she founded Ezrat Nashim, to promote assistance centers for victims and survivors of sexual 
assault. She is Member of the Executive Committee of the Israel Peace Initiative and a Member of the 
Directorate of the Israel Women’s Network. 
 

Ms. Liora Minka is the Chairperson of Emunah. A former Inspector at the Ministry of Education, 

where she coordinated youth leadership program, and a Lecturer in the School of Education at Bar-Ilan 
University. Ms. Minka also serves as a Member of the Board of Trustees of the Cameri Theater. Ms. Minka is 
a Graduate of Bar-Ilan University.  
 



Prof. Alex Mintz is the Provost of IDC Herzliya; President of the Israeli Political Science Association, 

and the Director of The Initiative for an Inclusive Israeli Society. He served as Chair of the Herzliya Conference 
series and as Director of the Institute for Policy and Strategy (IPS) from 2014-2016 and as Dean of the Lauder 
School of Government, Diplomacy & Strategy at IDC from 2008-2014.  Prof. Mintz serves as Editor-in-Chief 
of the journal, Political Psychology, and editorial board member of the journals American Political Science 
Review, International Studies Quarterly, Foreign Policy Analysis, International Studies Perspective, Open 
Political Science Journal, Advances in Political Psychology and the new international journal, Research, and 
Politics. He also served as Associate Editor of the Yale-based Journal of Conflict Resolution (2004-2009) and 
as Editor of the University of Chicago Press book series in Leadership and Decision Making in the 
International Arena. Prof. Mintz is the author of the widely read book, Understanding Foreign Policy Decision 
Making (with Karl DeRouen), Cambridge University Press, 2010 as well as 9 other books and edited volumes. 
 

Prof. Shaul Mishal is the head of Middle East Studies at the Lauder School of Government, 

Diplomacy and Strategy, IDC. Prof. Mishal Founded and Directed the Center for Israeli Arab Studies, authored 
and co-authored numerous books and articles on subjects related to Arab and Islamic politics and culture, 
and Palestinian society and politics. Previously served as a Visiting Professor at Yale University, Visiting 
Scholar at the Center for International Affairs at Harvard and Senior Fellow at the Harvard School of Public 
Health. Holds a PhD in Political Science from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem and completed Post-
Doctoral Studies at Yale University. In addition, Prof. Mishal consulted extensively in both the public and 
private sectors, providing strategic insights to private and public corporations, governmental bodies and 
NGOs. 
 

Dr. Antonio Missiroli is the Assistant Secretary General of NATO for Emerging Security 

Challenges. prior to joining NATO, Dr. Antonio Missiroli was the Director of the European Union Institute for 
Security Studies (EUISS) in Paris (2012-17). Previously, Dr. Missiroli was Adviser at the Bureau of European 
Policy Advisers (BEPA) of the European Commission (2010-2012); Director of Studies at the European Policy 
Centre in Brussels (2005-2010) and Senior Research Fellow at the W/EU Institute for Security Studies in Paris 
(1998-2005). As well as being a professional journalist, Dr. Missiroli has also taught at Bath and Trento as 
well as Boston University, SAIS/Johns Hopkins, at the College of Europe (Bruges) and Sciences Po (Paris).  Dr. 
Missiroli holds a PhD in Contemporary History from the Scuola Normale Superiore (Pisa) and a Master's in 
International Public Policy from SAIS/Johns Hopkins University. 

MK Shuli Moalem-Refaeli is a Member of Knesset for Habayit Hayehudi Party. Prior to 

entering politics, she attended Shaare Zedek Nursing School, where she earned a degree and became a 
registered nurse. She also holds an MA. in Industrial Engineering and Management with a specialization in 
health management from Ben-Gurion University. She is a clinical CT expert for children as well as a risk 
management specialist. 
  

Dr. Amit Mor is the CEO of Eco Energy and a Professor at the Lauder School of Government, 

Diplomacy & Strategy, IDC Herzliya. Dr. Mor Holds a PhD in Energy, Environmental and Mineral Economics 
from Pennsylvania State University. The topic of his dissertation was “Natural Gas Projects in the Developing 
World: An Empirical Evaluation of Merits, Obstacles, and Risks”. He did his graduate studies in economics 
and business administration, as well as his BA degree in Economics, Finance, and Psychology at the Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem. 
 

Ms. Sigal Moran is the Mayor of Bnei-Shimon. 

 

Brig. Gen. (res.) Hagai Mordechai is the former Chief of Staff for the IDF Ground Forces 

HQ and Former Commander of the Paratroopers Special Forces Reconnaissance Unit. He is also an Associate 



at the International Institute for Counter-Terrorism (ICT), IDC Herzliya. Holds a Bachelor’s in Political Science 
and Middle Eastern Studies from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, and a Master’s in National Security 
from the Faculty of Political Sciences at the University of Haifa and the College of National Security. 
 

Brig. Gen. (res.) Jacob Nagel is a professor at The Faculty of Aerospace Engineering, 

Technion; former Head of the National Security Council and National Security Advisor to the Prime Minister. 
Prof. Nagel previously served as the Head of The Strategic and Defense Policy Directorate at the National 
Security Council. Prof. Nagel additionally served in other high-ranking positions at The Ministry of Defense's 
Directorate of Defense Research & Development. Holds a BSc in Industrial Engineering and Management 
from The Technion and an MBA from Tel-Aviv University.   
  

Prof. Suzie Navot is a Professor of Law at the Haim Striks School of Law, The College of 

Management Academic Studies. She is a Visiting Professor at the Sorbonne, Paris, and at the National 
Security College. She has served on several public committees, including the Public Committee appointed to 
prepare an Ethics Code for the Israeli Parliament (Knesset). She has prepared many written opinions for the 
Knesset Committees and other government institutions. Prof. Navot has been cited in the international 
media for commentary on Israeli constitutional and parliamentary legal issues. In 2010 she was awarded the 
"Ometz" award for special public involvement in the fight against corruption and for raising public awareness 
on proper government. In June 2014, Prof. Navot was selected to serve on the Executive Council of the 
International Association of Constitutional Law. Prof. Navot studied Language and French Literature at Tel 
Aviv University and at the same time started her law degree. She is a cum laude LLB graduate and a magna 
cum laude MA graduate in Public Policy. Her doctorate at the Faculty of Law at the Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem is on the immunity of Members of Knesset. 
 

Mr. Adi Nes is a Photographer and International Artist. a prominent photographer working in Israel 

today. His work, which often borrows iconic images from the history of art and the history of photography, 
deals with humanity and masculinity in the perspective of the Israeli identity. 
 

 
Ms. Irina Nevzlin is the Chair of the Board of Directors of the Museum of the Jewish People at Beit 

Hatfutsot and President of the Nadav Foundation. As President of Nadav, Ms. Nevzlin oversees the strategic 
management of the foundation, which supports initiatives that promote Jewish Peoplehood, builds 
collective Jewish identity and forges lasting ties between Jews around the world. Ms. Nevzlin previously 
worked in government relations, lobbying and strategic communications in both Moscow and London, and 
has extensive experience in public relations for private and non-profit organizations. Ms. Nevzlin holds a BA 
and an MA in Economics from Moscow Lomonosov State University. 
 

Hon. Amb. Victoria Nuland is the Chief Executive Officer at the Center for a New American 

Security, and the former U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for European and Eurasian Affairs. Amb. Nuland 
additionally serves as a Senior Advisor at the Boston Consulting Group, and a Brady-Johnson Distinguished 
Practitioner in the Grand Strategy Program at Yale University. Prior to joining CNAS, Amb. Nuland was a 
Senior Counselor at Albright Stonebridge Group and a Brookings Institution Non-Resident Senior Fellow . A 
U.S. Diplomat for 32 years, Amb. Nuland held various high-ranking Positions prior to her appointment as 
Assistant Secretary. Appointments such as State Department Spokesperson during Secretary Clinton’s 
tenure, U.S. Ambassador to NATO during President Bush’s second term, and as Deputy National Security 
Advisor to Vice President Cheney from 2003-2005. Amb. Nuland has a Bachelor’s in History and International 
Relations from Brown University. 
 



MK Amir Ohana is a Member of Knesset for the Likud Party. He serves on the Foreign Affairs and 

Defense Committee. 
 

Ms. Yuval Ofer is the Spokesperson of Israel Women's Network. Previously the Press Secretary of 

MK Dov Khenin and a Researcher for Channel 10's London and Kirschenbaum Program. Holds a BA in 
Philosophy from Tel Aviv University.  
  

Mr. Amir Oren is a Government and Defense Commentator for the Walla News Digital Network. 

Previously a Senior Correspondent and Columnist for Haaretz and a Member of the newspaper's Editorial 
Board. He is a frequent commentator on Israeli TV and radio, Mr. Oren served as the CBS News consultant 
in Tel Aviv during the 2003 Iraqi Freedom campaign and during the 2006 hostilities between Israel and 
Hezbollah in Lebanon. Over the years he has been a guest on TV and radio stations, including NBC, BBC, VOA, 
and Al-Jazeera. He has contributed articles to The New Republic and The Economist. He is often invited to 
lecture at various academic institutes and military colleges and to participate in NATO and European Union 
seminars. Mr. Oren studied Government and International Relations at Tel Aviv University and George 
Washington University. 
 

Mr. Tamir Pardo is the Former Head of the Mossad (2011-2016). During more than forty years in 

the Israeli defense community Mr. Pardo held various staff and operational commands. Beginning with his 
military service as an officer in the elite Sayeret Matkal Unit and as part of the team that established the 
elite Shaldag Unit. Having joined Mossad in 1979, Mr. Pardo served in an operational unit and advanced 
through the ranks until he was appointed head of the Special Ops. Division. In 2002, Pardo was appointed 
Deputy Head of the Mossad. He then established the organization's Operations Directorate and commanded 
it. Mr. Pardo's term as Head of the Mossad was characterized by contending with regional upheavals. All the 
while Mossad's special capabilities were improved; intelligence and operational cooperation with foreign 
countries was expanded, including with countries that did not have diplomatic relations with Israel; and 
interfaces with Israel's other security bodies — ISA, IDF, etc. — were upgraded. The Mossad also received 
five Israel Security Awards for daring and groundbreaking operations. Pardo Holds a BA in Political Science 
from Tel Aviv University.  
 

Prof. David Passig of The Graduate School of Education at Bar-Ilan University. There, he serves as 

the Head of the Graduate Program in Information & Communication Technologies (ICT) as well as the Virtual 
Reality Laboratory. He is a Futurist, a Lecturer and Consultant who specializes in technological, social and 
educational futures. Prof. Passig has consulted many institutes, and companies in Israel, Asia, Europe and 
North America. He lectures in colleges, universities, professional associations, governments and financial 
institutions. Holds a PhD in Future Studies from the University of Minnesota. 
  

Mr. Sami Peretz is a Senior Writer, Commentator and former Editor of TheMarker. Holds a BA in 

Business Administration from the College of Management Academic Studies in Rishon-Lezion, Israel and an 
MBA from Tel-Aviv University's Executive Program. 
  

Ms. Smadar Perry is the Senior Middle East Editor for Yediot Aharonot. MS. Perry additionally 

serves as the Editor and Broadcaster of a weekly radio show on latest developments in The Middle East. 
  

Mr. Ophir Pines-Paz is the Head of the Local Government Institute at Tel Aviv University, and the 

former Minister of Interior of Israel. As a former Member of Knesset, Mr. Pines-Paz previously held two 
major government positions. He served both as a Portfolio Minister and as a Member of the Cabinet: From 



2005 to 2006, as part of the Ariel Sharon Government, Mr. Pines-Paz served as the Minister of Interior. 
During 2006, as part of the Ehud Olmert Government, he served as the Minister of Science, Culture, and 
Sport and was a Member of the Foreign Affairs and Defense Cabinet. Mr. Pines-Paz holds a BA in 
International Relations from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, and an MA in Public Policy from Tel Aviv 
University. 
 

Amb. Alon Pinkas is the former Consul General of Israel in New York. He also served as Chief of 

Staff to former Foreign Ministers David Levy and Shlomo Ben-Ami and was a Member of the Israeli delegation 
to the Israel-Syria peace talks in 2000. Amb. Pinkas holds a BA in Political Science (summa cum laude) 
from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, and a Master's in Government and Politics (cum laude) 
from Georgetown University. 
 

Mr. Dan Propper is the Chairman of the Board of Directors at the Osem Group.  He additionally 

serves on the International Board of The Weizmann Institute of Science. Previously served as the CEO of the 
Osem Group and as President of The Manufacturers Association of Israel. Holds a Bachelor's in Chemical 
Engineering and Food Engineering from the Technion.   
 

Amb. Ron Prosor is the Head of the Abba Eban Institute for International Diplomacy at the Lauder 

School of Government, Diplomacy & Strategy, IDC Herzliya, and the former Israeli Representative to the 
United Nations. Amb. Prosor is also a Distinguished Fellow at the Hudson Institute.  Between 2004 and 2007, 
Amb. Prosor served as the Director General of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, overseeing Israel’s 2005 
disengagement from Gaza. Subsequently, Amb. Prosor spent four years as Israel’s Ambassador to the United 
Kingdom, where he earned plaudits for his articulate and forthright defense of Israel’s position, publishing 
numerous articles throughout the British press and addressing the widest possible range of audiences 
throughout the country. Amb. Prosor’s previous overseas service included roles in Washington, London, and 
Bonn. Amb. Prosor holds an MA in Political Science from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, where he 
graduated with distinction. 
  

 
Ms. Malka Puterkovsky is an Educator and Author. She has been a Student and Teacher of 

Talmud and Jewish law for over thirty years and has been involved in Talmud teaching training programs as 
well as writing the curricula for the Ministry of Education.  Ms. Puterkovsky was one of the founders of the 
Takana Forum which fights sexual abuse. Sits on various Boards including the Maáleh School of Television, 
Film & the Arts, Mavoi Satum, and the Koby Mandell Foundation. She recently published a book about the 
challenges of life from a halachic-moral point of view. Holds a BA in Jewish Studies from Bar-Ilan University, 
an MA in Talmud Studies from Tel Aviv University and was awarded an Honorary Doctorate from Bar-Ilan 
University. 
 

Mr. John Raine CMG OBE is a Senior Consulting Fellow, IISS. Mr. Raine's research focuses 

on current and emergent themes that cross geographic boundaries, the use of proxies, the use of non-kinetic 
force as a means of projecting power, and the potential of alternative approaches to conflict resolution. In 
addition, Mr. Raine is looking at how an understanding of these themes can help governments, armed forces 
and multinational businesses to mitigate risk. Prior to joining IISS Mr. Raine served for 33 years at The UK 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office. His postings included Kuwait, Syria, Saudi Arabia, Baghdad and 
Islamabad. In addition to diplomatic work, Mr. Raine worked extensively with UK Armed Forces on deployed 
operations in Afghanistan and Iraq and, in the UK, on strategy and future capabilities. As a senior member 
of the National Security Community Mr. Raine contributed to the design and implementation of UK defence 
and security strategy, and managed relationships with a wide range of international security partners. 
 



Mr. Amir Rapaport is the Founder & Editor of IsraelDefense and Cybertech. An expert on the IDF, 

military technologies, and Israeli military industries. Formerly a military correspondent for Yediot Ahronot. 
Rapaport holds a BA in Economics from Ben-Gurion University and is a PhD candidate at Bar-Ilan University. 
 

Amb. Zvi Rav-Ner is the Former Deputy Director General for Euro-Asia Affairs at the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs. Amb. Rav-Ner also served as the Ambassador of Israel to Poland from 2009-2014. Holds a BA 
in Hebrew Literature from Tel Aviv University. 
 

Prof. Uriel Reichman is the President and Founder of IDC Herzliya. Before establishing the IDC, 

Prof. Reichman was the Dean of the Faculty of Law at Tel Aviv University. Prof. Reichman also served as the 
Dean of Ramot Mishpat College, chaired the “Constitution for Israel” Movement, headed the Human Rights 
Committee of Israel’s Bar Association and was a member of a number of public and governmental 
commissions. Prof. Reichman additionally serves as a member of the Directorate of the Institute for Policy 
and Strategy at IDC. An expert in the field of Property Law, Prof. Reichman earned his Doctorate in Law from 
the University of Chicago. Prof. Reichman also holds an LLB and LLM from the Hebrew University in 
Jerusalem. In 2010, Prof. Reichman was awarded an honorary doctorate by Heinrich Heine University in 
Düsseldorf, Germany.  
 

Ms. Ifat Reshef is the Director of the Department for Jordan, Syria, and Lebanon in the Middle East 

Division of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. A Lawyer by training. Having joined the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
in 1993, Ms. Reshef has worked in the Ministry's Legal Department, as well as at the Center for Political 
Research. She has served twice at the Israeli Embassy in Cairo, where she held in her second tour of duty the 
post of Deputy Ambassador. She also served as the Cultural Attache' at the Israeli Embassy in Rome.   
 
 
 
 

H.E. Reuven (Ruvi) Rivlin is the President of the State of Israel. President Rivlin served in the 

Israeli Knesset as a member of the Likud party since 1988 and until his election as President in 2014. During 
his tenure in the Knesset, President Rivlin served as Minister of Communications (2001-2003) and as Speaker 
of the Knesset (16th and 18th Knessets). President Rivlin is one of Israel’s most prominent advocates for 
democracy, free speech and political pluralism and is a recipient of the prestigious “Knight of Quality 
Government” award from the Movement for Quality Government in Israel. President Rivlin Holds a degree 
in Law from the Hebrew University.  
  

Mr. Matthew Rojansky is Director of the Kennan Institute at the Woodrow Wilson Center. An 

expert on U.S. relations with the states of the former Soviet Union, especially Russia, Ukraine, Belarus, and 
Moldova, he has advised governments, intergovernmental organizations, and major private actors on 
conflict resolution and efforts to enhance shared security throughout the Euro-Atlantic and Eurasian region. 
Previously, Mr. Rojansky was Deputy Director of the Russia and Eurasia Program at the Carnegie Endowment 
for International Peace. There, he founded Carnegie's Ukraine Program, led a multi-year project to support 
U.S.-Russia health cooperation, and created a track-two task force to promote resolution of the Moldova-
Transnistria conflict. He also served as an Embassy Policy Specialist at the U.S. Embassy in Kyiv, Ukraine, and 
as a Visiting Scholar in the Research Division at the NATO Defense College. Mr. Rojansky holds an AB from 
Harvard College and a JD from Stanford Law School. 
  

Prof. Alon Rosen is a Professor at the Efi Arazi School of Computer Science at IDC Herzliya 

previously a Post-Doctoral Fellow at the Cryptography Group of Massachusetts Institute of Technology's 



Computer Science and AI Lab, and a Post-Doctoral Fellow at the Center for Research on Computation and 
Society at Harvard University's Department of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science. His main fields 
of interest are Cryptography and Computational Complexity. Holds a PhD from the Weizmann Institute of 
Science. 
 

Amb. Jacob Rosen is the former Israeli Ambassador to Jordan. Currently a Senior Counselor at the 

Center for Political Research at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Israel. Amb. Rosen is a veteran diplomat, his 
former posts include Atlanta, New Delhi, Cairo, New York, London, and Hauge. In November 2002, he took 
up the post of Political Advisor for International Affairs to the Mayor of Jerusalem. Rosen was born in Poland 
and immigrated to Israel at the age of 9. Holds a BA in Middle Eastern Studies from the Hebrew University 
of Jerusalem. He is fluent in Polish, Dutch, English, Arabic, and Hebrew and is the author of "Crossing the 
Jordan River: The Journeys of an Israeli Diplomat" (Atlanta, 2004). 
  

Amb. Dr. Dennis Ross is a Counselor and William Davidson Distinguished Fellow at The 

Washington Institute for Near East Policy; former Special Assistant to President Barack Obama and White 
House Coordinator for the Middle East, North Africa, and the Persian Gulf Region. He additionally served a 
year as Special Advisor to Secretary of State Hillary Clinton. Amb. Ross has played a leading role in shaping 
U.S. involvement in the Middle East peace process and dealing directly with the parties in negotiations. A 
highly skilled diplomat, Amb. Ross was U.S. point man on the peace process in both the George H. W. Bush 
and Bill Clinton administrations. He was instrumental in assisting Israelis and Palestinians to reach the 1995 
Interim Agreement; he also successfully brokered the 1997 Hebron Accord, facilitated the 1994 Israel-Jordan 
peace treaty, and intensively worked to bring Israel and Syria together. Amb. Ross holds a PhD on Soviet 
decision-making from The University of California, Los Angeles. 
 
 
 
   

Justice (ret.) Elyakim Rubinstein is the Vice President Emeritus of the Supreme Court of 

Israel. Prior to his appointment as Vice President of the Supreme Court, Justice Rubinstein served as a Justice 
on the Supreme Court, as a Judge in the Jerusalem District Court, as Chairman of the Central Elections 
Committee, the Attorney General of Israel, and other high ranking public service positions. In his position as 
Attorney General, he participated in negotiations with Syria (in 1999-2000) and in the Camp David Summit 
with the Palestinians in 2000, and as the Head of the Israeli Delegation to conferences on the subjects of 
Intolerance and Anti-Semitism (2001-2003). Justice Rubinstein is the recipient of the Gabriel Peace Prize for 
his part in the Peace Treaty with Jordan. He was awarded Honorary Doctorates by Yeshiva University in New 
York, the Jewish Theological Seminary in New York, and Bar-Ilan University. Justice Rubinstein has written 
books and articles on the subject of the Israel Supreme Court, public law in Israel, the history of Israel during 
the British Mandate, the history of the Arab-Israeli Conflict, and the peace process. He taught at Bar-Ilan 
University, Tel Aviv University and the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. Graduated cum laude from the 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem, with a Bachelor’s in Hebrew Language and Arabic Literature and Language, 
and a Bachelor’s in Law. Obtained a Master’s in Contemporary Jewry (cum laude). 
 

Adv. Gideon Sa'ar is the former Minister of Interior and Minister of Education. In 2017 Sa'ar 

announced an end to his hiatus and declared that he was returning to political life and public service. Adv. 
Sa'ar holds a BA in Political Science which he graduated cum laude and an LLB in law, both from Tel Aviv 
University. 
  

Ms. Orna Sadgat-Erez is the Advisor to the Mayor for the Advancement of Women’s Status and 

Head of the Women Administration at the Municipality of Herzliya. Prior to her current position, she served 



as senior advisor to the Director-General of the Ministry of Education, Culture and Sports. In that capacity, 
she was one of the founders of “Atena” – a national project for promoting women participation in sports 
and other projects aimed at gender equality. Ms. Sadgat-Erez serves on the board of several public 
organizations, including ISEF – Israel Scholarship Education Foundation, Herzliya’s Sport Association – “Bnei 
Herzliya”, and the Israeli Olympic Committee’s Gender Equality Committee. In 2017, Ms. Sadgat-Erez was 
chosen to represent Israel on an international women leaders’ delegation of the U.S. Department of State 
titled “The Role of NGOs in Promoting Women’s Issues”. Ms. Sadgat-Erez earned a BA in Education 
Management & Organization and an MA in Public Policy, both from Tel Aviv University.  
 

Maj. Gen. (res.) Dr. Yom Tov Samia is the former Commander of IDF Southern 

Command and the Founder & Owner of the Y. Sam Group. Dr. Samia additionally served as the Chairman of 
the Council for Regulating Sports and Betting. Dr. Samia is the author of a number of books, including 
"Leadership in Moments of Truth”. Holds a BA in General Studies from Tel Aviv University, an MA in Political 
Science and a PhD in Sociology and Political Science, both from the University of Haifa. 
 

Dr. Gary Samore is the Executive Director for Research at the Belfer Center for Science and 

International Affairs at the Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University. Dr. Samore is also a non-
resident Senior Fellow at the Brookings Institution and member of the Advisory Board for United Against 
Nuclear Iran (UANI), a non-profit organization that seeks to prevent Iran from acquiring nuclear weapons. 
Dr. Samore was previously a member of the Secretary of Energy Advisory Board (SEAB) under Secretary 
Ernest Moniz where he served until January 2017. Dr. Samore additionally served for four years as President 
Obama’s White House Coordinator for Arms Control and Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD), including as 
U.S. Sherpa for the 2010 Nuclear Security Summit in Washington, D.C. and the 2012 Nuclear Security Summit 
in Seoul, Korea. Dr. Samore was a National Science Foundation Fellow at Harvard University, where he 
received his MA and PhD in Government.  While at Harvard, he was a pre-doctoral Fellow at what was then 
the Harvard Center for Science and International Affairs, later to become the Belfer Center for Science and 
International Affairs. 

Mr. Gil Sapir is the CEO of Shirbit Insurance Company. Mr. Sapir has led a distinguished career in the 

Israeli insurance industry over more than 20 years. Prior to joining Shirbit as Deputy CEO in 2010, he held 
senior executive positions in Migdal and Phoenix insurance groups. He has held his current position since 
2012. Mr. Sapir earned his BA in Business Administration specializing in International Marketing and Sales 
from the College of Management. 
 

Ms. Tal Schneider is the Diplomatic and Political Correspondent for Globes. A former Washington 

D.C. Correspondent. She Writes about Politics, Foreign Affairs and Gender.  
  

Prof. Michal Schwartz is the Maurice and Ilse Katz Professorial Chair in Neuroimmunology, at 

the Weizmann Institute of Science, and the President of the International Society of Neuroimmunology 
(ISNI). Prof. Schwartz received a BSc (with distinction) in chemistry, from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem 
and a PhD in Immunology from the Weizmann Institute of Science. She performed post-doctoral research in 
the neuroscience department at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, studying nerve regeneration. Prof. 
Schwartz’s research is focused on the role of innate and adaptive immunity in central nervous system (CNS) 
plasticity in health and disease, and on developing methodologies to manipulate the immune system for the 
benefit of the CNS under acute injuries, chronic neurodegenerative conditions, mental dysfunction, and 
brain aging. Her team’s multidisciplinary research program encompasses molecular and cellular 
neuroscience and immunology, as well as functional studies in animal experimental models. 
 

Dr. Andrew C. Scobell is a Senior Political Scientist at the RAND Corporation. Prior to this, he 

was an Associate Professor of International Affairs at the George H. W. Bush School of Government and 



Public Service and Director of the China Certificate Program at Texas A&M University. From 1999 until 2007, 
he was an Associate Research Professor in the Strategic Studies Institute at the U.S. Army War College and 
an Adjunct Professor of Political Science at Dickinson College, both located in Carlisle, Pennsylvania. His 
publications include China in the Middle East: The Wary Dragon (RAND, 2016), PLA Influence on China's 
National Security Policymaking (Stanford University Press, 2015), China’s Search for Security (Columbia 
University Press, 2012), China’s Use of Military Force: Beyond the Great Wall and the Long 
March (Cambridge University Press, 2003). Dr. Scobell was born and raised in Hong Kong and regularly makes 
research trips to the region. He earned a PhD in Political Science from Columbia University. 
 

Ms. Yifat Sela is the CEO of Aluma. Holds a Master's in Gender Studies and a Master's in Law. 

   

MK. Dr. Nachman Shai is the Chairman of the Lobby for Strengthening the Jewish People. Dr. 

Shai is a Member of Knesset for the Zionist Union Party. Prior to entering politics, Dr. Shai had a distinguished 
career in both public service and the private sector. He held numerous positions, including Press Secretary 
for the Israeli Delegation to the United Nations, Press Officer at the Israeli Embassy in Washington, D.C., 
Communications Consultant to the Minister of Defense, Commander and Chief Editor of Army Radio, IDF 
Spokesperson, Chairman of the Second TV and Radio Authority, Chairman of Channel 2 News Television 
Company, Chairman of the Israel Audience Research Board and Director General of the Ministry of Science, 
Culture and Sports. Dr. Shai holds a PhD in Communications and Political Science from Bar Ilan University. 
His Doctorate is on ”Public Diplomacy and Low Intensity Conflict in Israel, 2000-2005” (November 2009). 
 

Ms. Tal Shalev is the Political Correspondent for Walla! News. She previously served as the 

Diplomatic Correspondent for i24news, Deputy News Editor at Walla! News, and as Correspondent 
Coordinator and Editor of the front page for Ha'aretz. Ms. Shalev studied Political Science and Philosophy at 
Tel Aviv University. 
 

Mr. Hassan Abo-Shaaly is the Founder and CEO of Hasoub. An Arab-Israeli entrepreneur, Mr. 

Abo-Shaaly founded Hasoub, a foundation with projects which aim to bring technology into the Arab society 
in Israel. As a result of his efforts and success, he was on Forbes' 30 under 30 list and The Marker's 40 
promising young adults for 2017. 
 

Maj. Gen. (res.) Gadi Shamni is the Executive Vice President of Land Systems at Israel 

Aerospace Industries; former IDF Commander of The Central Command, Military Secretary to the Prime 
Minister, and Defense Attaché to the U.S. Under Gen. Shamni's leadership, the IDF effectively established 
defense infrastructures and managed inter-divisional activities between settlement entities and Palestinian 
Authority entities. As Defense Attaché to the U.S. he was responsible for managing the strategic defense 
relations with the American government, defense entities and promoting Israel's interests overseas. Gen. 
Shamni holds a BA in Economics and Political Science from Bar Ilan University and a Master's in Defense 
Studies from the University of Haifa. 
 

Hon. Judge (ret.) Joseph H. Shapira is the State Comptroller and Ombudsman of Israel. 

Judge Shapira previously served as a Judge in the Jerusalem District Court. As part of his reserve duty, Judge 
Shapira served as a Judge in the General Staff Court and as a Judge in the Military Court of Appeals in the 
Judea and Samaria District, holding the rank of Colonel. Between 2001–2003 Judge Shapira was Vice 
Chairman of the National Disciplinary Tribunal of the Israeli Bar Association. Judge Shapira holds an LLB from 
Hebrew University and a Master's in Criminology from the University of Leicester in England. 
  



Maj. Gen. (ret.) Jonathan Shaw CB CBE is the Chairman of Optima and former U.K. 

Assistant Chief of Defence Staff (Policy). Gen. Shaw has 32 years of experience in the U.K. Army during which 
time he commanded on operations at every rank up to Two Star. He has gained extensive operational 
experience in the Falklands, Bosnia, Kosovo, Iraq, and Afghanistan and has a profound knowledge of the 
workings of Whitehall and international strategy. Has deep personal experience of coping with emerging 
threats such as the IED at the tactical and organizational level, and the challenges of introducing novel 
responses and new technologies. Graduating from Oxford having read Politics and Philosophy, he joined the 
Parachute Regiment in 1981 and retired as its Colonel Commandant in 2012. 
 

Col. (res.) Adv. Pnina Sharvit Baruch is a Senior Research Fellow and Head of the 

Program on Law and National Security at the Institute for National Security Studies (INSS). Following her 

retirement from the IDF, Adv. Sharvit Baruch joined the Tel Aviv University Faculty of Law, where she teaches 

courses related to public international law and conflict resolution, and also teaches international law at the 

National Security College. She has published several articles on issues relating to these topics. Adv. Sharvit 

Baruch retired from the IDF in 2009, after serving in the International Law Department for twenty years, five 

of which (2003 - 2009), she was the Head of the Department. In this capacity, Adv. Sharvit Baruch was a 

Senior Legal Advisor responsible for advising IDF commanders and decision makers at the governmental level 

on a wide variety of issues relating to international law and administrative law, among them: the laws of 

armed conflict and occupation of territory; naval law; counter-terrorism; security liaison; border 

demarcation; and conflict resolution. Adv. Sharvit Baruch served as a Legal Advisor in Israel's delegations to 

negotiations with the Palestinians. In 2000, she also participated in the negotiations with Syria. Holds an LLB 

(magna cum laude) and an LLM (magna cum laude), both from Tel Aviv University. 

 

 

Col. (res.) Dr. Shaul Shay is the Director of Research at the Institute for Policy and Strategy 

(IPS), IDC Herzliya, and the former Deputy Head of the National Security Council. Dr. Shay served 27 years in 
the IDF in various capacities, including as the Head of The Counter Terror Branch and The Chief Intelligence 
Officer of the Southern Command. Dr.  Shay is the author and the editor of 19 books, 11 of them were 
published in the U.S. and U.K. Dr. Shay holds an MA and PhD from Bar Ilan University. 
  

Mr. Yair Sheleg is a Researcher at the Center for Religion, Nation, and State, Israel Democracy 

Institute. A Journalist, Author, and Publicist, Mr. Sheleg has been an astute observer of the religious-Zionist 
world for many years. He served as a Reporter for the newspaper Nekuda and was a Member of the Editorial 
Board of the Haaretz newspaper. He is currently a Member of the Editorial Board of the Makor 
Rishon Newspaper and the Author of a weekly column. In 2000, he published his book The New Religious 
Jews: Recent Developments among Observant Jews in Israel, which documents major processes in all facets 
of religious society.   
 

Prof. Joshua (Shuki) Shemer is the Chairman of the Assuta Medical Centers Network; 

Chairman of the Supervisory Council of the Bank of Israel, and the former Director General of the Ministry 
of Health. He also serves as the Director of the Israeli Center for Technology Assessment in Health Care 
(ICTAHC), at the Gertner Institute, Tel-Hashomer, a supportive research center to the Israeli Ministry of 
Health regarding health policy and decision-making processes of health technologies. In past years he has 
served in numerous managerial positions, including, as CEO of Maccabi (2002-2007), the second largest HMO 
in Israel, and as Surgeon General of the Israeli Defense Forces (Ret. Brigadier General) (1994-1997). He has 
also headed several national reform committees in Israel and has actively participated in over a hundred 



national and international scientific meetings abroad. Prof. Shemer, a graduate of the Hebrew University 
and Hadassah School of Medicine, is also a Faculty Member at the Tel Aviv University's School of Business, 
specializing in managing medical technologies. 
 

Mr. Shimon Shiffer is a veteran Journalist. Serves as the Foreign Affairs and Political 

Commentator for Yediot Ahronot.   
 

Ms. Sima Shine is a Senior Research Fellow at the Institute for National Security Studies (INSS), and 

the former Deputy Director General of Israel's Ministry of Strategic Affairs. As Deputy Director General Ms. 
Shine was responsible for the Iranian file (2009-2015). Prior to that, Ms. Shine served as Deputy Head of the 
National Security Council for Strategic Affairs (2008-2009). For most of Ms. Shine's professional life, she 
served in the Intelligence Community - in the IDF Intelligence Corps and the Mossad – including as the Head 
of Research at the Intelligence Division of The Mossad (2003-2007). In this context, Ms. Shine was 
responsible for preparing the periodic and annual intelligence assessments on regional and international 
issues. Ms. Shine holds an MA in Political Science and Security Studies, a BA in Middle East Studies and is a 
graduate of the National Security College. 
 

MK Itzik Shmuli is a Member of Knesset for the Zionist Union Party. He was elected as a Labor Party 

Member of Knesset in the 2013 general election. He is the former leader of the National Union of Israeli 
Students. Holds a BEd (summa cum laude) in Special Education and in Social-Community Education. 
  

Mr. Avraham Baiga Shochat is the former Minister of Finance of Israel. He also served as 

Minister of Infrastructure, as the Chairman of the Finance Committee and of the Economics Committee of 
the Knesset. Currently Heads the Investment Committee of the Israel Infrastructure Fund, and holds 
Directorships in many prominent Israeli hi-tech, infrastructure and finance companies. 
 

Amb. Zalman Shoval is the former Ambassador of Israel to the U.S. Amb. Shoval currently serves 

as the Chairman of the Friends of the Institute for Policy and Strategy at the IDC, Herzliya, and as a Member 
of the Board of Directors of the Institute. He is also Chairman of the Board of Directors of 
the Yetzu Investment Company. Amb. Shoval has been active in the private sector for many years, in banking, 
finance, and industry. He served twice as Israel’s Ambassador to the United States, and was also elected to 
the Knesset and served there for more than 10 years – originally as a member of Rafi and later of the Likud. 
He took part in the Camp David Peace Talks in 1978, in the Madrid Peace Talks in 1991, and in the Wye 
Plantation Conference in 1998. Has published numerous articles in the Israeli and international press in the 
fields of politics, history, and economics. Amb. Shoval was awarded the title of “Diplomat of the Year 1999” 
by the Los Angeles Council on World Affairs. Holds an MA in Political Science and International Relations 
from the University of Geneva.  
  

Mr. David Siegel is the CEO of ELNET-Israel. A former Israeli Diplomat involved in policy formulation 

and decision-making at the highest levels of Israel’s foreign policy establishment, including as Consul General 
to the Southwest United States. Served as the Chief of Staff to Israel’s Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Director of the Foreign Ministry’s International Organizations Department and Chief of Staff to three of 
Israel’s Ambassadors to the United States. Holds a BA in Political Science from the University of Vermont and 
an MA in International Relations from the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University. 
  

Prof. Arnon Soffer is a Professor Emeritus of Geography at the Department of Geography and 

Environmental Studies, The University of Haifa. Formerly the Chaikin Chair of Geostrategy and the Head of 
the Department of Geostrategy at the University of Haifa, where he has been since 1963. Prof. Soffer 



specializes in Middle East Geography, mainly in issues of demography, water, geopolitics, military geography 
and Arab-Jews relations. 
 

Mr. Attila Somfalvi is a Political Analyst and the Chief Anchor for Ynetnews and YnetTV. 

 

Brig. Gen. (res.) Amnon Sofrin is the former Director of the Intelligence Directorate of the 

Mossad. Gen. Sofrin is an Associate at the International Institute for Counter-Terrorism (ICT) at IDC Herzliya. 
Previously served in the IDF from 1973 to 2003. His last position in the IDF was Chief Combat Intelligence 
Corps, which he established and commanded for 3.5 years. Gen. Sofrin holds a BA in Political Science from 
Tel Aviv University and an MA in Political Science & Security Studies from the University of Haifa. He is 
working on his PhD thesis at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. 
 

Mr. Tommy Steiner is a Senior Research Fellow at the Institute for Policy and Strategy (IPS), IDC 

Herzliya. Mr. Steiner's research focuses on EU and NATO relations with Israel, the Mediterranean, and the 
Broader Middle East. A member of the founding team of the Annual Herzliya Conference Series, Mr. Steiner 
managed the Conference series from 2007 through 2013 - a period during which the Herzliya Conference 
became considered one of the top international policy conferences. Concurrently, Mr. Steiner teaches 
International Relations and Security Studies at IDC's Lauder School of Government, Diplomacy & Strategy. 
Mr. Steiner additionally served as the Executive Director of the Atlantic Forum of Israel and was instrumental 
in enhancing NATO-Israel relations. Mr. Steiner regularly advises Israeli authorities, international 
organizations, business, media, and think-tanks. Holds an MA in International Relations from the Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem and is the recipient of the Yehoshafat Harkaby Award from the Hebrew University's 
Leonard Davis Institute for International Relations. 
  
 

Ms. Izabella Tabarovsky is a Senior Program Associate with the Kennan Institute at the 

Woodrow Wilson Center, where she additionally serves as a Manager for Regional Engagement. From 2012 
to 2014, she worked for the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, where she led the implementation 
of the Euro-Atlantic Security–Next Generation initiative (EASI Next Generation). She also managed a track 2 
Transnistria conflict resolution task force and a U.S.-Russian health cooperation task force. Ms. 
Tabarovsky previously worked for a private communications consultancy; Harvard University’s Kennedy 
School of Government; and Cambridge Energy Research Associates, where she published numerous papers 
on the geopolitics of Eurasian energy. She also served as an Associate Producer on the critically acclaimed 
PBS documentary series on economics and globalization, “Commanding Heights: The Battle for the World 
Economy”, where she developed key segments on Russia’s transition to a market economy. Ms. Tabarovsky 
holds an MA in Russian History from Harvard University and a BA from the University of Colorado in Boulder. 
She is a native Russian speaker with working knowledge of Hebrew, Spanish, French, and German. 
 

Mr. Andrew J. Tabler is the Martin J. Gross Fellow at The Washington Institute for Near East 

Policy. Mr. Tabler's research focuses on Syria and U.S. policy in the Levant. Throughout his career, Mr. Tabler 
achieved unparalleled long-term access to Bashar al-Assad's Syria. Served as Co-Founder and Editor-in-Chief 
of Syria Today, Syria's first private-sector English-language magazine; as a consultant on U.S.-Syria relations 
for the International Crisis Group (2008); and as a Fellow of the Institute of Current World Affairs (2005-
2007), writing on Syrian, Lebanese, and Middle Eastern affairs. Mr. Tabler holds a BA from The Washington 
& Jefferson College, an MA in Comparative Politics from The American University in Cairo and a Certificate 
from The Arabic Language Institute at The American University in Cairo.  
 



Mr. Ahmet Taçyildiz is the Chairman of Gap İnşaat. A prominent Turkish business leader, Mr. 

Taçyildiz is a member of the Istanbul Chamber of Commerce, the Foreign Economic Relations Board, and the 
Vice President of the Turkish American Businessmen Association. 
  

Mr. Shimon Tal is a Water and Soil Engineer. Mr. Tal has over 37 years of experience in professional 

and executive duties in the water resources management, water supply and sanitation sector of Israel. He 
has an extensive experience in national and international water issues and bilateral and multilateral water 
agreements. Mr. Tal is the founder and CEO of Tal Content – Consulting & Enterprise Ltd. Formerly the Water 
Commissioner of Israel, Co-Chairman of the Joint Israel-Jordan and Israeli-Palestinian Water Committees, 
and the Representative of Israel to the International Water Association and the International Network of 
Basin Organizations. Holds a BSc and MSc in Soil & Water Sciences from the Technion. 
 

MK Adv. Pnina Tamano-Shata is a Member of Knesset for The Yesh Atid Party and a Social 

Activist. MK Tamano-Shata is the first Ethiopian-born woman to be elected to The Knesset. Prior to her 
election, MK Tamano-Shata worked at the Legal Counseling Department of Bank Discount and as a journalist. 
An avid social activist, she has worked with underprivileged populations, advocated for Israel globally and 
led a national campaign protesting discriminatory policies against Ethiopian blood donors. MK Tamano-Shata 
also served as Vice-Chairwoman for the Union of students of Ethiopian descent, and a member of “Olim 
B’Yachad”, a non-profit dedicated to the advancement of Ethiopian Academics. MK Tamano-Shata holds an 
LLB and a Certification from the Israel Bar Association and a Journalist Certification from the Ministry of 
Communications.  
 

Prof. Charles Tenenbaum is an Associate Professor of Political Science at Sciences Po Lille, 

where he is also the Director of the Conflict & Development Program. Specialized in the study of conflict 
resolution and international mediation, Prof. Tenenbaum research interests currently focus on the European 
Union and Peacemaking, Multilateralism and the influence of religious actors in international relations, and 
peace building. He has been teaching International Mediation and Conflict Resolution at Sciences Po since 
2008. Prof. Tenenbaum serves as a Researcher at CERAPS, University of Lille 2, and as an Associate 
Researcher at the Sciences Po CERI. He is a member of the Network on Peace Operations (ROP), and 
previously Managed the French Political Science Association research group on Multilateralism. 
  

Dr. Lesley Terris is a Professor at the Lauder School of Government, Diplomacy & Strategy, IDC 

Herzliya. Her research focuses on negotiation and mediation processes in international conflict while 
combining game-theoretic modeling with quantitative and qualitative analyses. Her research interests also 
include the study of international politics through simulations and network analysis. Holds a PhD from Tel 
Aviv University. 
 

Mr. Nicolas Tenzer is the former Adviser to the French Minister of Economy and Finance. 

Currently a Visiting Professor at the European Interdisciplinary Studies Department, College of Europe, 
Warsaw, and an Associate Professor at Paris School of International Affairs – PISA. He previously served as 
an investigator in the Accounting Court, Head of Department in the Strategic Planning Committee (Prime 
Minister’s Office) and Head of a Special Mission, reporting to the government, on the development and 
improvement of French international technical expertise on the programs funded by international 
organizations and bilateral programs, and on French priorities in cooperation and development policies. He 
was also engaged in several nation’s building and State reform missions for the European Union or France in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina, Algeria, Morocco, Bulgaria, Ukraine, Montenegro; Jordan and Serbia. Holds a Master's 
in History. He graduated from École normale supérieure (rue d’Ulm), Sciences-Po Paris and École Nationale 
D’administration (ENA). 
 



Ms. Keren Terner-Eyal is the CEO of The Ministry of Transport and Road Safety. 

 

Dr. Matti Tzarfati Harcabi is the Head of the Yoav Regional Council. Dr. Tzarfati Harcabi 

additionally serves as the Chair of the Environment and Sustainability Committee at the Federation of Local 
Authorities in Israel. Prior to being elected, she worked as a Plant Breeder and a Project Manager at Hazera 
Genetics Ltd. Dr. Tzarfati Harcabi holds a BSc and a PhD from the Hebrew University in Jerusalem. 
 

Lt. Col. (res.) Yohanan Tzoref of the Ministry of Intelligence. 

 

Dr. Mira Tzoreff is a Research Fellow at the Moshe Dayan Center for Middle East and African 

Studies and Lecturer, Department of Middle Eastern and African History at Tel Aviv University. Her research 
interests include the socio-cultural history of modern Egypt, politics (especially the religion-state 
relationship), women and gender relations in Muslim and Arab societies, and youth in the Middle East. Holds 
a PhD from Tel Aviv University. 
 

Mr. Chagai Tzuriel Is the Director General of the Ministry of Intelligence of Israel. Mr. Tzuriel 

retired from The Mossad after a 27-year career, during which he served as Head of the Research and Analysis 
Division, The Mossad Representative in the United States, and as Deputy Chief of The Strategic Affairs 
Department. Mr. Tzuriel holds a BA in Philosophy and an MA in Middle Eastern History, Political Science and 
International Public Policy. 
 
 
 
 
  

Mr. Peter Van Praagh is the President of Halifax International Security Forum. Previously served 

as Senior Director for Foreign Policy at the Washington, D.C. based German Marshall Fund of the United 
States, as Deputy Vice President of Programs at the National Endowment for Democracy in Washington, 
D.C., and as Chief of Party for the National Democratic Institute both in the former Soviet Union and in 
Turkey. In 2006-07, Mr. Van Praagh served as Senior Policy Advisor to the Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
Canada. Is a graduate of University College, the University of Toronto and the London School of Economics. 
  

Mr. Moav Vardi is the Chief International Affairs Correspondent for the Israeli Public Broadcasting 

Corporation. Previously an International Affairs Correspondent for Channel 10 News. During his tenure at 
Channel 10 News he covered numerous major stories, including coverage from Tahrir Square in Cairo in 
2011, the Paris Terror Attacks in 2015 and the negotiations leading to the signing of the JCPOA in Vienna. 
Mr. Vardi holds a BA in Film and Television from Tel Aviv University.   
 

Ms. Pascaline Wagemans is the Deputy Director of the Forum of Strategic Dialogue. Formerly 

an evidence-based consultant at IMS Health. Holds an MA in Conflict Resolution and Mediation from Tel Aviv 
University; an MA and BA in Business Engineering from the Solvay Business School, Brussels. 
  

Ms. Ruth Wasserman Lande is the Deputy Director General for International Affairs at the 

Federation of Local Authorities in Israel, and former Israeli Diplomat at the Embassy of Israel to Egypt. She 
previously served as Advisor to President Shimon Peres for Diaspora Affairs and as Point of Contact to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Holds a BA in Political Science and Communications (with honors) from the 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem, an MA in International Relations and Negotiations (with honors) from the 



Hebrew University of Jerusalem, an MA in Public Administration (Wexner Scholarship) from Harvard 
University, and studied Pre-Doctoral Studies at the Department for Middle East Studies at Oxford University, 
as a Weidenfeld Scholar.   
 

Dr. Kenneth R. Weinstein is the President and CEO of the Hudson Institute. A political theorist 

by training whose academic work focuses on the early Enlightenment, Mr. Weinstein has written widely on 
international affairs for leading publications in the United States, Europe, and Asia. He has been decorated 
with a knighthood in Arts and Letters by the French Ministry of Culture and Communication as a 
Chevalier dans l’Ordre des Arts et des Lettres. Mr. Weinstein serves on the boards of nonprofit organizations 
in the U.S. and Europe. Additionally, serves as Chairman of the Broadcasting Board of Governors, the 
oversight body for U.S. government civilian international media. Mr. Weinstein previously served by 
presidential appointment and Senate confirmation on the National Humanities Council, the governing body 
of the National Endowment for the Humanities. Holds a BA in General Studies in the Humanities from the 
University of Chicago, a DEA in Soviet and Eastern European Studies from the Institut d’Etudes Politiques de 
Paris, and a PhD in Government from Harvard University. 
  

Ms. Dana Weiss is the Chief Political Analyst and Anchor for Israel's Television News Company. Ms. 

Weiss is also the Anchor and Chief Correspondent of its prime-time show, Saturday Night News, the most 
watched current affairs magazine in Israel. Drawing upon her expertise in politics and law, she moderated 
Israel's Meet the Press ('05-'13) program, leading headline-making interviews with leaders and newsmakers 
from Israel and abroad. Ms. Weiss has covered most of Israel's major stories and is a CNN Worldwide Report 
Contributor. Holds a BA in Communications, an LLB, and JD.    
 
 
  

Dr. Chaim B. Weizmann is a Senior Research Fellow at the Institute for Policy and Strategy 

(IPS), the Academic advisor & Senior Subject-Matter Expert of the Inclusive Israeli Society Initiative, and a 
Lecturer at the Lauder School of Government, Diplomacy & Strategy, IDC Herzliya. Dr. Weizmann specializes 
in policy implementation, political management, and stakeholders in the public sphere. Dr. Weizmann has a 
long and rich experience in Israeli public sector; during his career, he was—among other functions—
Scheduler and Personal Assistant to President Shimon Peres and Senior Policy Adviser to the Minister of 
Justice and Religious Affairs. Holds a BA from Open University of Israel, an MA in Public Policy (MPP), summa 
cum laude, from Tel Aviv University, and a PhD in Public Administration from American University in 
Washington, D.C. 
 

Ms. Carice Witte is the Founder of SIGNAL- Sino-Israel Global Network & Academic Leadership. 

After a 20-year entrepreneurial career in Israeli high-tech and international real estate, Ms. Witte decided 
to merge her commitment to Israel and respect for China with her belief that academia is a natural bridge 
between peoples and can lead to much-needed solutions in other realms. is a graduate of Yale University in 
East Asian Studies with a focus on China. 
 

Dr. Michal Yaari of Tel Aviv University and The Open University. Dr. Yaari is an expert on Saudi 

foreign policy. 
  

Lt. Gen. (res.) Moshe Ya'alon is the former Chief of Staff of the IDF, and the former Minister 

of Defense of Israel. Gen. Ya'alon's military career includes additional senior posts such as Head of Military 
Intelligence and the Commanding Officer of Israel’s Central Command during the days of the Second Intifada. 
After leaving his position as Chief of Staff, Gen. Ya'alon spent time at the Washington Institute for Near East 
Policy and became a Senior Fellow at the Adelson Institute for Strategic Studies at the Shalem Center. Gen. 



Ya'alon also served as the Chairman of the Center for Jewish Identity and Culture at Beit Morasha 
in Jerusalem. He joined the Likud Party in 2008 and entered the Knesset in 2009, where he served as Vice 
Prime Minister, Minister of Strategic Affairs and Minister of Defense.  Ya'alon studied at the University of 
Haifa, obtaining a BA in Political Science. 
  

Prof. Yoav Yair is the Dean of the School of Sustainability Founded by Israel Corp., ICL & ORL, IDC 

Herzliya. Prof. Yair's main research fields include atmospheric electricity, lightning (on Earth and other 
planets), space weather, solar-terrestrial relations and transient luminous events (sprites). He conducted 
space-based experiments from the Space Shuttle and the International Space Station and was a Project 
Manager for the Israeli astronaut mission in 2003 (the MEIDEX). He is the author of several textbooks in the 
atmospheric sciences and authored and co-authored over 75 refereed papers. Prof. Yair is also an expert on 
ICT and Learning Technologies, and served as head of the Center for Technology in Distance Education (2004-
2009), and Dean of Development and Learning Technologies (2009-2012), both at the Open University of 
Israel, where he supervised the testing, dissemination, and research of various new technologies in higher 
education, with focus on video, digital books and mobile reading devices. Since 2012 Prof. Yair Heads the 
Israeli National Inter-University Center for Learning Technologies. Prof. Yair is an experienced speaker, 
session chair and organizer of numerous professional meetings (EGU, AGU). He gives public lectures and 
popular radio talks on various topics in educational technology, astronomy, atmospheric science and space 
physics. Holds a PhD from the Department of Geophysics and Planetary Sciences at Tel-Aviv University. 
 

Dr. Hay Eytan Cohen Yanarocak is a Researcher at the Moshe Dayan Center for Middle 

Eastern and African Studies at Tel Aviv University. An expert on contemporary Turkish politics and society. 
Along with Ceng Sagnic, Dr. Yanarocak is the Co-Editor of Turkeyscope, and a Member of the Middle East 
Network Analysis Desk. He is a frequent guest on Israeli and international media, where he regularly appears 
to discuss contemporary Turkish issues. Holds a PhD from Tel Aviv University.  

Mr. Eliyahu (Eli) Yishai is the former Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Interior, and Chairman 

of the Yachad Party. Mr. Yishai served as Chairman of the Shas Party from 1999-2013. 
  

Deputy Commissioner (ret.) Meni Yitshaki is the Former Head of the Investigations 

and Intelligence Department of the Israel Police. 
 

Mr. Erez Yosef is the Chief Operating Officer and a Member of the Board of Management at Bank 

Hapoalim. Mr. Yosef has been with Bank Hapoalim since 1989 and was appointed to the Board of 
Management in July  2016. Before joining the Board, he served as Strategy and Organizational PMO Division 
Manager (2016), Financial and Management Information Division Manager (2012-2015) and as Manager of 
Strategy, Marketing, and Service in the Retail Division. Prior to that, he served in a variety of senior positions 
mainly in Retail Banking and Mortgages. Holds a BA in Management and Economics and a Master's in 
Business Administration from the Open University. 
  

MK Tamar Zandberg is the Chairperson of the Meretz Party. Prior to her service as a Member of 

Knesset, MK Zandberg was a Member of the Tel Aviv City Council, and she served as Chair of the Social Home 
group in NA'AMAT, a Member of the Control Committee of the Histadrut’s House of Representatives, and 
Chair of the Board of the Israel Bicycle Association. MK Zandberg is an activist for human rights and women's 
rights, and she has participated in the campaign of "Women of the Wall", in the effort against distributing 
prostitutes' calling cards on the streets, and others. She is among the leaders in the campaign to promote 
public transportation on Saturday, to protect natural resources from tycoons, and in the fight to lift the veil 
of secrecy surrounding the Eilat–Ashkelon Pipeline Company (EAPC). Holds an LLB from Tel Aviv University, 
a BA in Psychology and Economics from The Hebrew University of Jerusalem, and an MA (summa cum laude) 



in Social Psychology from Ben-Gurion University. Prior to her election to the Knesset, MK Zandberg was a 
PhD Candidate in Politics and Government at Ben-Gurion University and a Lecturer at Sapir College.  
 

Dr. Ronen Zeidel is a Researcher of Iraq at the Moshe Dayan Center for Middle Eastern and African 

Studies, and a Research Fellow at the Institute for Policy and Strategy (IPS), IDC Herzliya. Dr. Zeidel specializes 
in the modern history of Iraq and is one of the leading experts in Israel on this subject. He is also an 
experienced lecturer who has been teaching, over the last 20 years at the University of Haifa as well as other 
universities in Israel. He teaches Iraqi history and a variety of other subjects within the past and present of 
the Middle East, among them: the geopolitics of the Middle East, the Arab-Israeli conflict, a worm's eye view 
of Jewish-Arab coexistence in Israel and others. In the field of coexistence, he derives much of his knowledge 
from living in one of the only truly mixed neighborhoods in Israel and from a genuine conviction. Dr. Zeidel 
holds a PhD (Summae cum Laude) from the University of Haifa. His PhD dissertation is titled "Tikrit and the 
Tikritis: a Provincial Town, Regional Community and State in 20th Century Iraq." 
  

Prof. Yaffa Zilbershats is the Chair of the Planning and Budgeting Committee of the Council for 

Higher Education. Formerly, the Dean of the Law Faculty at Bar-Ilan University, from 2004-2007. Prof. 
Zilbershats teaches and researches various aspects of International Law and Constitutional Law. Has 
published numerous articles in these fields in peer-reviewed journals and has also published a book in English 
on the Human Right to Citizenship. Prof. Zilbershats is a member of various public committees, the Board of 
the Jewish Agency and officiates as the Vice President of the International Association of Jewish Lawyers and 
Jurists. She received her LLB from Bar-Ilan University's Faculty of Law, her LLM in International Legal Studies 
from New York University, and her PhD from Bar-Ilan University. Former President of the Supreme Court 
Aharon Barak together with Professor Hans Klinghoffer and Professor Aharon Enker supervised her doctoral 
thesis. 
  

Prof. Eyal Zisser is the Vice Rector and a Professor for Middle Eastern Studies at Tel Aviv University. 

Previously the Dean of the Faculty of Humanities 2010-2015, the Director of the Moshe Dayan Center for 
Middle Eastern and African Studies 2007-2010 and the Head of the Department of Middle Eastern and 
African History, Tel Aviv University. He served as a Visiting Professor at Cornell University and a Visiting 
Research Fellow at the Washington Institute for Near East Policy. Prof. Zisser has written extensively on the 
history and the modern politics of Syria and Lebanon and the Arab-Israeli conflict. Among his books: Assad’s 
Syria at a Crossroads (Tel Aviv, 1999); Assad’s Legacy – Syria in Transition (New York, 2000); Lebanon: the 
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