
Playing

fortime

L3U Israel'sposition

The agreement that was cooked up by the

leaders of Iran, Turkeyand Brazil,under

which Iran agreedto ship 002,1kilograms
of low-enriched uranium to Turkey in return

for nuclear fuel for research reactor in

Iran pullsthe rug out from under U.S. ef-

fortsto create broad internationalsupport

for sanctions againstTehran.

The Americans will find itdifficultto

preserve China's and India'scommitment to

even the lightestof sanctions.These giants,
which stand to lose lotfrom reducingtheir

trade with Iran, theymighttake advantage
of the new situation to get off the sanctions

wagon.

The new agreement is variation of the

formula discussed with world powers in

October, which the Iranians backed away

from in fogof conflictingdeclarations.The

internationalcommunity'sabilityto monitor

Iran's moves isunclear. In the longterm, the

agreement could bringIran to at leastbeing
nuclear threshold state, leavingitat good

jumping-offpointtoward nuclear capability
without havingthe pay the whole priceof

actuallyattainingthat capability.
Under certain circumstances, thiscould

mark the lineof withdrawal for the Obama

administration.

The fact that the West expresseddoubts

about the agreement does not mean itwill

manage to block it.

Israel was in any case pessimisticabout

sanctions. senior securityofficialtold

Haaretz recentlythat,"Efforts to create

broad front dilute the content of the sane-

tions,renderingthem ineffective,but after

what happened in connection to goingto war

with Iraqin ,3002thisis hurdle the Ameri-

cans must cross."

Defense Minister Ehud Barak said yester-

day that Israel must allow the United States

to continue to take the lead regardingIran,

assistingwhen possiblesuch as in moving

forward with the peace process with the Pal-

estinians.

But the deputychief of staff of the Israel

Defense Forces said yesterdaythat "Iran

isconnected to everythingnegativein the

region."Maj.Gen. Benny Gantz was speak-

ingat conference at Tel Aviv University's
Institutefor National SecurityStudies.

The institute'sdeputydirector,Dr.

Ephraim Kam, said that voices in the West

are increasinglysayingitwillbe impossible

to prevent Iran from acquiringnuclear ca-

pabilityand that eventuallyeven the United

States willhave to talk about livingwith the
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On Sunday the InterdisciplinaryCenter

He13dij5B;ta8stedsimulation game, "Iran,

the Day After."There were no officialrepre-

sentatives of the government, but opposition
leader MK TzipiLivni addressed the gather-

ing.
Other experts expressedcaution about the

significanceof yesterday'sagreement. Prof

David Menashri of Tel Aviv

Universitysaid the timetable

was fuzzy,adding,"If the

transfer is done [tooslowly]
itwill mean the Iranians are

againplayingfor time."

Meir Javedanfar, director

of the Middle East Economic

and PoliticalAnalysisCom-

pany, said:"Last October

theyhad 367,1kilogramsof

enriched uranium. In Febru-

ary theyalreadyhad 360,2

kilograms.
Even iftheysend 002,1ki-

logramsabroad significant
amount willremain in Iran."

Ifthe uranium transfer is

gradualitwillnot signifi-

cantlyaffect Iranian policy,
he said."They can torpedo
sanctions while continuingto

."enrich uranium


