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Disciplinary Case No. 34/2023
In the matter of Students A, B and C (hereinafter: "the Students').
24.9.2023

Decision

1. The Students are studying towards a bachelor's degree at the Arison School of Business at
Reichman University. As students in their third year of studies (second semester, 2022-
2023), they were accused in a disciplinary complaint (dated September 5, 2023), based on a
letter of complaint from Lecturer A, dated July 19, 2023, regarding the suspicion of an
offense of cheating and/or an offense of infracting directives concerning a final paper,
which constitutes 40% of the final grade in course “A" (the paper was instead of an exam
and was conducted in groups of three students). The complaint with its attached appendices
was emailed to the Students on July 23, 2023. In light of all this, the Students were accused
of violating sections 2(d) and/or 2(f) of Reichman University's Disciplinary
Regulations (hereinafter: "the Disciplinary Regulations").

2. The honorable University Complainant, Ms. Orly Shaked, Disciplinary Committee
Coordinator and Protocol Registrar, Ms. Orit Laizer; Student Union Representative, Ms.
Maya Nitzan; and the three students themselves were present at the hearing in the matter
of the students which was held before me on Monday, September 11, 2023 (at 11:00 a.m.).

3. The Students admitted to what was attributed to them even before the hearing (both in

separate written requests’, in a joint written request 2, and through their representative in

'Each of the students wrote a separate letter in which he took full responsibility and expressed regret and sorrow for the
wrongdoing. Also, each of the three presented unusual personal circumstances.

’The joint letter began with the words: "First of all, it is important for us to say that this situation is very difficult
for us. All three of us are good students, studies are very important to us and we feel terrible about our status.
This is really not indicative of our study experience and this degree.”

And later:

"We are writing to express our sincere and deep regret for the actions that led to the current situation. We take
full responsibility for our indiscretion, deeply regret and feel ashamed of what happened. We have always
strived for excellence in our academic journey and, unfortunately, have allowed stress and momentary events to
cloud our judgment. We made a serious mistake, and we understand that what we did not only undermines our
background in academia, but also harms the credibility of the institution and its values, and we have a hard time
with the feeling that we have damaged important values in an institution that we so greatly value.”
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the response on their behalf’). Later they repeated their confession through their
representative during the hearing before me. As stated, the Students took full
responsibility for their wrongdoing, expressed sincere remorse and acknowledged the
severity of their actions.* Therefore, at the time of the hearing I found that the students
should be convicted of the offence of cheating, in accordance with section 2(d) of the
Disciplinary Regulations.

4. Before I address the question of punishment, I would like to commend both the teaching
assistant "A" in course A and Lecturer "A" for their vigilance in checking the paper, and
revealing the suspicion and for filing the justified complaint that led to this conviction.’

5. It is necessary to reiterate the extreme severity of committing offenses of cheating in
general and on homework assignments in particular. Offenses of cheating are harmful and
damage both the reputation of the university and all its students, especially the peers in the
study track of those who cheat. This is clearly an unethical and immoral act. Cheating is a
despicable phenomenon that needs to be beseechingly condemned and everything possible
needs to be done to prevent its recurrence. It is clear to all that offences of this kind do not
allow what the learned Representative sought to avoid, namely avoid the postponement in
the receipt of the students' degree and, nonetheless, allow them to participate in the
graduation ceremony together with their fellow peers in their study track.*This would mean
to go a long way that neither the complainant nor the undersigned can or are willing to do.”

6. In view of the conviction of the offence of cheating, in accordance with section 2(d) of the
Disciplinary Regulations, and after hearing the parties, while taking into account the

immediate confession, the expression of sincere remorse, the personal circumstances of the

3 In the written response, the learned representative repeated the confession of those she represents and proceeded with
arguments for punishment.

4 Two of the students detailed special and difficult personal circumstances in both their separate and joint requests.
Their representative explained that they did so not, heaven forbid, in order to justify the wrongful act of copying, but in
order to reflect the background that led them to exercise their mistaken and improper discretion.

>The learned lecturer and teaching assistant found that the students simply copied from a paper submitted in the course
the previous year, while making only several cosmetic changes.

8See page 2 of the transcript of the hearing.
"To this we can say: "think before you act.”
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Students, which cannot be detailed due to fear of invasion of privacy, and the serious

circumstances of the case, I hereby impose the following punishment on the Students:®

(1) Disqualification of the paper that is the subject of the complaint and

disqualification of the course.

(2) Actual postponement in obtaining their bachelor’s degree for one full year from

the date of completion of their undergraduate academic requirements. The
postponement will take effect from the day each student has completed all of his
academic obligations in full, and will be eligible to receive a certificate of
eligibility to the degree.

(3) A conditional sentence of permanent expulsion from studies for any disciplinary

offense based on an element of fraud. The condition will remain in effect until the

students’ imminent graduation from the university.

This decision will be published without mentioning the name of the students or any other

identifying detail.

e “@ .L

Dr. Assaf Porat
Disciplinary Officer

8The penalties were determined at the end of the hearing and were stated to the students and their representatives during
the hearing, and were even conveyed to the representative of the student administration at the School of Business
Administration by Ms. Laizer.
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