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The Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya

Disciplinary File No. 40/2009
In the Matter of Student A — (Hereinafter: The Student)

December 14, 2009

Decision

Introduction

1.

The Student is in her final stages of studies at the School of Law of the Interdisciplinary Center
towards her BA in law and business administration.

The Student has been accused of committing offenses under clauses 2(a), 2(b), 2(c), 2(e), 2(f),
2(g), 2(h), 2(k) and 2(q) of the Disciplinary Regulations of the Interdisciplinary Center
(hereinafter: the "Disciplinary Code"). During the exam in the course "Investment Theory"
(hereinafter: "the exam"), held on Thursday August 3, 2009, suspicion was raised by the Head
of the Exams Administration, Ms. Zehavit Loostiger Levi (hereinafter: "Head of the Exams
Administration"), that the Student committed an act of deceit which at the least constitutes
infraction of instructions. The details of the accusations appear in the letter of complaint of the
Head of the Exams Administration which states that the Student is accused of bringing two
sheets into the exam when only one sheet was permitted.

B. The Hearing

3.

The Complainant, who repeated the accusations, and the Head of the Exams Administration and
Ms. Yehudit Falach an employee of the Exams Administration, who testified on the
Complainant's behalf, were heard during the hearing held before me in the presence of Ms. Shir
Peer, the coordinator of the Disciplinary Committee and the inscriber of the Protocol, on the
30th of November 2009, the 13th of Kislev 5770. In addition, the Student herself and
represented by the Student Union Representative, Mr. Yoav Zuz were also heard. The observer
on behalf of the Student Union was Mr. Alon Brief.

The Parties Viewpoint

4(1).

At the hearing, the Student through the Student Union Representative claimed that this was not
a case of deceit but rather a case of merely infracting the exam instructions. The Student
emphasized that she was absent most of the semester due to bed rest resulting from her high risk
pregnancy and thus she was not aware that she was allowed to bring formulas only on two sides
of one sheet of paper to the exam. She claimed that she learned from the Moed Alef exam
which was held on July 1, 2009 (submitted to me for review) whereby it stated that "accessory
material was permitted during the exam" and from her friend who gave her two pages. The
Student Union Representative supported the student's version with the fact that she did not hide
the pages and immediately at the start of the exam when the Proctor noticed the two pages she
took one of the pages away from her.
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4(2) The honorable Complainant did not accept the Student's standpoint and asked the Head of the
Exams Administration and Ms. Pelach, who works in the Department to testify. The Head of the
Exams Administration testified that indeed there was a problem with the registration of the
Student and thus she came to the office for a brief moment in order to handle the registration for
the exam with the workers in the Department regarding her rights and they found that the
student was entitled to extra time and a sheet of formulas. Consequently she clarified several
times to the Student that she was only allowed one sheet of formulas. As for the testimony of
Ms. Pelach, she testified that she did not see the Student but she knew that she had to come to
the Head of the Exams Administration and she knew that indeed she came to the Department
and sat with the Head of the Exams Administration, since the latter asked her about the
Student's entitlement to the accessory material. Thus the testimony of the two shows that the
Student was told that she was entitled to use one sheet of paper.

Decision

5. The special circumstances of this case, as emerging from the testimony of the Student, the
documents submitted, that testify to the Student becoming pregnant, the medical complications
she suffered, having to be hospitalized twice, to stop her studies (due to high risk pregnancy)
and approximately one week following childbirth while not being in such great health (physical
or emotional), she decided to attempt to take the exams in order to complete her studies which
would allow her to begin her legal apprenticeship at the Attorney General's office.
Consequently she went to the Moed Bet exam in the course after studying from a notebook
from the previous year and after looking at the Moed Alef exam which did not state anything
about the permitted sheet of formulas. Thus, she thought that she was allowed to use two sheets
of formulas, as told by her friend who had taken the course in the past and even gave her two
pages of formulas. Upon her arrival in the classroom, several minutes before the exam began,
she went to register and discovered that she was not registered for the exam and thus she had to
go, while troubled and under stress, to the Exams Administration in order to receive written
approval to take the exam, where she was taken care of by the Head of the Exams
Administration, who testified that she stated to the Student that she is allowed to use only one
sheet of formulas. The Student claimed that she did not pay attention at all to what the Head of
the Exams Administration instructed her because of the stress she was under. I would like to
state that under the circumstances of this case, I I believe the Student with reference to this
point. She then returned to the exam room and began to write her exam with the two sheets of
formula placed openly on her desk. Several minutes after the beginning of the exam, one of the
Proctors approached the Student and stated that she is not allowed to use two sheets of formulas
but rather one and thus took one of the sheets from her. The Student apologized and soon after
not being able to write the exam without the sheet of formulas she asked the Proctor for the
second sheet of formulas which included the basic formulas. The Proctor stated that she does
not have the authority to give it to her thus called the Instructor who checked the matter with the
Secretariat and answered no. These indisputable facts show that the Student was lacking the
intent to deceive which is required to convict her of offenses under clauses 2(b), 2(c), 2(e), 2(g)
and 2(h) of the Disciplinary Regulations. Thus, I am acquitting the Student of the offenses
under these clauses. The Student is convicted of the offenses under the other clauses in
accordance with her explicit admission of infracting the instructions.

2'7%70 MmInnfan ™INN
info@idc.ac.il | 09 9568605 :ojro | 09 9527272 70 | www.idc.ac.il | 46150 ,n'7xan 167 .T.n



* 6
-

= TMINNIMAN
nIyIn

n

" ..

6. There I have decided to convict the Student of infraction of instructions due to committing
the offenses under clauses 2(a), 2(f) and 2(q) of the Disciplinary Regulations.

The Question of Punishment

7. The honorable Complainant noted that she still requests that the Student be convicted of all
the accusations and she asks that a minimum punishment of suspension for one semester in
addition to disqualification of the course be imposed on the Student, if she is convicted of all of
the offenses.

8. The Student, on her part, through the Student Union Representative and in writing emphasized
that she completed her fourth year but she has to complete exams in three courses (Criminal
Procedures, Financing and Statistics II); She also emphasized that she has never been accused
of any disciplinary offense and she is supposed to begin her legal apprenticeship at the State
Attorney's office in Jerusalem in March 2010. The Representative continued and noted that if
the Student will be suspended, she will not be able to begin her legal apprenticeship and thus
she will have to wait about two years which would result in considerable punishment if we take
into consideration her claim that this is not an offense of deceit but rather merely infraction of
instructions. In conclusion the Student Union Representative asked that we consider the
personal situation of the Student at the time of the said exam and we impose punishment of a
warning for infracting instructions.

0. I listened intensely to the parties, reviewed the medical documents and also the material given
to me for review before, during and after the hearing. I found that this case involves a Student
who grew up in a development town, in a family, who regretfully has experienced one tragedy
after another and much hardship. And yet, despite the difficulties and against all odds the
Student succeeded in reaching significant achievements throughout her life from school to
acceptance to legal apprenticeship at the State Attorney's office. She accomplished all of this
while turning nights into days in order to finance her studies, and assisted by her father who has
taken an extra job in order to help finance her studies; and beyond all this, the Student has found
time from her school days to the present to volunteer and contribute to society for no
consideration. For instance she volunteers for "Make A Wish" and "Adopt a Senior" and she
participates in the Perach Tutorial Project and "Halev Bemishpat", which provides legal
assistance to the poverty stricken community, in parallel to her studies. I have already stated in
another case that on the Day of Judgment significant weight should be given to the student's
contribution to society.

10.  Therefore, I have decided to impose the following punishment on the student (including
conditional punishment which is required under the circumstances of this case):

Disqualification of the course ''Investment Theory"'.

b. Conditional punishment for the remainder of her studies — suspension for two
semesters for any offense involving infraction of instructions concerning exams
and/or any other offense involving dishonesty or deceit.
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I recommend that the Student take the upcoming exam in the course "Investment Theory" so that she
can complete her studies and begin her legal apprenticeship as scheduled.

This decision shall be publicized without naming the Student.

Adv. Assaf Porat
Disciplinary Officer
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