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The Interdisciplinary Center

Disciplinary File 11/2009
In the Matter of the Accused Student (Hereinafter: The Student)
May 18, 2009
Decision
On Tuesday, the 5™ of May, at the end of the hearing I informed the Student of her conviction under
all of the clauses and the punishment she will be receiving as well as the reasoning behind my
decision.

The Student is in her fourth year of studies at the Radzyner School of Law at the Interdisciplinary
Center. The Student was been accused of the offences under clauses 2(a), 2(c), 2(e), 2(f), 2(k) and 2(q)
of the Disciplinary Regulations of the Interdisciplinary Center (hereinafter: '"The Disciplinary
Code"). She has been accused of cheating on the exam in the course "Introduction to Greek
Philosophy" (hereinafter: "the exam", held on February 22, 2009, by using forbidden material she
had prepared at home (the exam was a closed book exam).

The Honorable Complainant, Ms. Orly Shaked and the Student herself and under the representation
of the Student Union, Ms. Michal Gonen, were heard during the hearing held before me on Tuesday
the 5™ of May, 2009, in the presence of Ms. Shir Peer, Coordinator of the Disciplinary Committee.

During the hearing the Student admitted to committing the offenses and apologized for the forbidden
incident which occurred during the exam. She claims that she took out the page she had prepared at
home in advance but did not copy anything from it. In any case the Student emphasized that she is
ashamed of her act and the reason for this act was the "atomic pressure”, in her words, which stemmed
from several factors of distress which were brought up during the hearing, but in order to preserve her
right to privacy we have been asked to refrain from noting them. We will only say that that the
Student and her close family members experienced some of the most difficult and intense hardships at
the time

In light of the Student's admission I have decided to convict the Student of all of the offenses of
which she has been accused. As for the question of punishment —

The Honorable Complainant clarified, that she empathizes with the Student in light of the very
difficult distress and hardships with which she had to cope, however, this is one of the most severe
offenses in the Disciplinary Code and thus we must impose actual punishment. Furthermore, clause
4(b) of the Disciplinary Code requires that punishment of suspension from studies at the
Interdisciplinary Center for no less than one semester be imposed. The Complainant noted that there is
no way to know whether or not indeed the Student copied from the page she had prepared. In any case
the mere act at its minimum requires actual suspension. Thus and in light of the difficult
circumstances she asks that the punishment be suspension from studies for one semester and
disqualification of the course in general and the exam in particular.

The Student Union Representative on behalf of the Student asked that we find some way to enable
the Student to begin her internship as expected in September 2009, at the very prestigious place she
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was accepted. The Student herself, emphasized that suspension would cause her to lose her internship
position and she will not be able to be an intern in the same place at a later date.

There is no need to further discuss the severity of the offense the Student has committed. In light of
the severity, there is no room for clement messages towards the Student and those like her. Her
difficult personal circumstances must come after the interest of deterrence and retribution. Thus, she
must be judged severely in such a manner that will express the severity of her act. There is also no
room for deviation, even under difficult and regretful circumstances and even if the offense stemmed
from a difficult crisis. To my deep regret, there is no way to take back the act and many a time it has
been said that you should "think twice before you act".

I must emphasize and caution all of the students that no matter how difficult the circumstances
there can be no justification for exemption from the stern punishment required for severe
offenses such as cheating. The principal of uniformity in punishment requires this. Moreover, many
of the incidents disclosed to us in the framework of the disciplinary hearings involve very difficult
circumstances.

In light of all of the above, evidently I must reject the Student's request that the punishment not effect
her commitment to the prestigious place where she is supposed to begin her internship, and she was
expected to begin her internship immediately upon completion of her studies — September 2009.

While taking into consideration the difficult circumstances of the Student and of her close family,
presented to me during the hearing and documented in documents, to her immediate admission to
committing the offense and her expression of regret and sorrow on her part I have accepted the request
of the Honorable Complainant and I have decided to impose the minimal punishment required under
the Disciplinary Code with the evident addition of disqualification of the exam and the course.

Therefore I impose the following punishment on the Student:

1. Suspension for One Semester — Suspension from studies at the Interdisciplinary Center for a
period of one semester, the 1* semester of 2010.

2. Disqualification of the exam in the course "Introduction to Greek Philosophy''.

3. Disqualification of the course '"'Introduction to Greek Philosophy.

It is hereby clarified that the Student will not be entitled to certificate of apprenticeship until the

end of the 1* semester of 2010.

We hope that the Student and her family will recuperate and her distress will disappear as though it
had never occurred.

This decision shall be publicized without naming the student or any detail that may reveal her
identity.

The right to appeal is within 30 days of delivery of this decision to the Student as stipulated
under clause 5 of the Disciplinary Code.

Adyv. Assaf Porat
In Charge of Discipline
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