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Appeal Committee — The Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya

Before: Dr. Sharon Rabin-Margaliot — Chairman
Prof. Amnon Sella
Prof. Prof. Yakov Hel-Or

Appeal on the Decision given on August 15, 2006 (Disciplinary File 43/2006) by Dr. Amnon
Lehavi, in charge of discipline, in the matter of Student X (hereinafter "the Respondent")

On behalf of the Respondent (Appellant):  The Respondent Herself

On behalf of the Complainant: Ms. Orly Shaked

Decision

The Respondent, a student at the International School of Government, was convicted by the Disciplinary

Administrator, Dr. Amnon Lehavi, of deceiving on homework in the course Political Economy of the

Middle East. The conviction is in accordance with Clause 4(b) of the Disciplinary Code of the

Interdisciplinary Center's. As a result of the said conviction the following punishment was imposed on the

Respondent:

1. Disqualification of the course.

2. Suspension from studies at the Center for a period of 1 semester, which is the first semester of next
year (2006/7). The actual suspension does not prevent the Respondent from completing courses which
she failed last year during that semester, but she is not entitled to register for new courses during the
suspension period.

3. Conditional suspension for a period of two years, where the condition is that the Respondent shall not
commit any dishonest offense. The condition shall remain valid until the end of her studies at the
Center.

The Respondent has filed an appeal in reference to the punishment of suspension from studies. Since the
Respondent has not denied the accusation, the appeal only involves the issue of actual suspension.

At the hearing held before us the Respondent expressed her complete regret for plagiarizing, while
pointing out her personal circumstances which led to the act of plagiarism, thereby deviating from her
normal behavior. In addition the student expressed the importance she places on her studies at the Center,
especially since she is a new immigrant. The Respondent claims that the suspension for one semester will
greatly harm her since she is very close to the students with whom she is currently studying in her track.

We did not find reason to interfere with the Disciplinary Administrator's decision to suspend the
Respondent for one semester. However we have decided to postpone the punishment until the second
semester of 2006/7 school, for the reason detailed below:

We believe that the Respondent regrets her actions and there is no fear that she will repeat any similar act
of deceit during her future studies at the Center. In addition, we are convinced that the Respondent relates
much importance to continuing her studies in the track in which she began her studies and therefore
suspension for one semester is significant for her.

However the punishment of suspension should not be cancelled for the following reasons:
The Administrator of Discipline took the Respondent's personal circumstances under consideration, and
also took into account the fact that she admitted to committing the deceitful act, while expressing complete

remorse (see page one of the decision given by the Administrator of Discipline).

The extent of intervention in reference to the decisions taken by the Disciplinary Administrator by the
Appeal Committee is limited and restricted to the cases in which the level of punishment is unreasonable



in light of the circumstances of the offense and considering the personal circumstances of the student. This
is not the case before us:

In a previous case a student at the Center, who is also a new immigrant, was convicted of the same offense,
in the same course and received the same punishment as the Respondent. That student also admitted to
committing the offense, expressed complete remorse and also claimed to the Appeal Committee that actual
suspension may deprive her of entitlement to continue receiving a grant necessary to complete her studies.
In the Appeal Decision (given on September 10, 2006 in the file 39/2006) we decided to leave the
punishment of suspension as is. We did not find that the circumstances of the Respondent currently before
us are different from those of the Student of the earlier appeal.

The punishment of suspension shall be postponed until the second semester (2006/7) for the following
reason: In the decision taken by the Administrator it was decided that the Respondent would be able to
take courses over which she had failed in the past during the semester she is suspended. Unfortunately all
of the courses the Respondent failed are held only during the second semester and thus the Respondent
would not be able to enjoy the mitigating punishment she received if she would be suspended for the first
semester.

Given Today, November 19, 2006.

Prof. Amnon Sella Dr. Sharon Rabin-Margaliot Prof. Yakov Hel-Or



