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The Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya

The Interdisciplinary Center (IDC) Herzliya pays tribute to

PROF. ZEEV ROTSTEIN

Prof. Zeev Rotstein, former director of Sheba Medical Center at Tel Hashomer, dedicated
his energy and his talents to the hospital for over 37 years. Prof. Rotstein managed the biggest
medical center in Israel for 12 years, and led it to both medical and financial achievements.
In 2016, following the request of Health Minister Yakov Litzman, Prof. Rotstein accepted
the position of director general at Hadassah Medical Center, against the backdrop of the
center’s deep financial crisis and his proven managerial abilities. Prof. Rotstein began his
tenure as director general at Hadassah in February 2016.

Prof. Rotstein is a graduate of Sackler Faculty of Medicine at Tel Aviv University. He
received an MA (with distinctions) in health systems management from the university's
School of Management. Prof. Rotstein is an expert in health systems management and
serves as a clinical member at Sackler Faculty of Medicine at Tel Aviv University and as
a lecturer in the School of Management. Prof. Rotstein also served as a guest lecturer at
leading universities in Israel and abroad, including the University of Haifa, University of
Bologna, School of Medicine at Johns Hopkins University and Northwestern University.
He was also an editorial board member at Quarterly Medical Review and an article reviewer
on health care management for Harefuah magazine.

Prof. Rotstein, an expert for hospital planning and construction, serves as an adviser in the
field around the world and advises health ministries on the subject of public health systems.

After a career as a specialist in invasive cardiology, Prof. Rotstein focused on managing
health systems. His first managerial position at Sheba was deputy manager, a position
he held for seven years until 1995. During that time, the center was managed by Prof.
Mordechai Shani. In 1999, Prof. Rotstein was appointed Sheba’s general hospital manager,
and in 2004 he was selected by tender to become the manager of the entire medical center.

Under Prof. Rotstein's management, Sheba became a leading institute in the fields
of medicine, research and training of future doctors and nurses. A prominent example is
Sheba's Talpiot Medical Leadership Program, which provides interns and young doctors
with training and financial aid towards research and studies in order to enable them to
realize their goals and become future leaders in medicine, research and management. Prof.
Rotstein established the advanced Israel Center for Medical Simulation, which uses simulator
technology alongside actors (playing patients) in teaching and conducting workshops
for members of the medical staff. The innovative enterprise led to change in the field of
medicine in Israel and was adopted internationally.

During Prof. Rotstein's term as manager, Sheba underwent a comprehensive renewal
and construction process of excellence centers in the fields of clinical practice and research:
heartand cancer centers, women and children's hospitals and rehabilitation hospital. During
his term, a new unit for junior oncology patients was inaugurated and new departments
for children’s advanced emergency care. This process included the construction of a new
immuno-oncology institute, the only one in the country. Currently, a new emergency room
is being built at Sheba, along with a new, modern maternity and women's wing.

As director general of Hadassah, Prof. Rotstein acted to rehabilitate Hadassah. The
rehabilitation and development plan is designed to restore Hadassah’s independence,
including the cancelation of private medical services in order to base quality and fair public
medicine at the center and painful efficiency measures in the workforce.

Prof. Rotstein often battled bureaucracy that prevented managerial and entrepreneurial
freedom at Sheba. He is not deterred by struggles to advance public health, research and
medical treatment for tens of thousands of citizens, all of which comes at a personal cost.

In recognition of his creativity, persistence and significant contribution to public
health in Israel, to medical research and to medical education, Prof. Zeev Rotstein is
hereby named an

Honorary Fellow
of the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya

Prof. Uriel Reichman
President and Founder

June 2nd, 2016
Herzliya, Israel
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