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The Interdisciplinary Center (IDC) Herzliya pays tribute to

MAJOR (Res.) RONI ZUCKERMAN

Roni Zuckerman was born in Kibbutz Lohamei Hagetaot (The Ghetto Fighters’
Kibbutz) in 1981. She is the daughter of Shimon, an electrical engineer, and Mati, a doctor
of genetic engineering. She is the granddaughter of Yitzhak (Antek) Zuckerman and Zivia
Lubetkin, who were among the leaders of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising and the founders
of the kibbutz.

Zuckerman studied physics and computers at Sulam Tzur High School at Kibbutz
Gesher Haziv. In 1999, she enlisted in the IDF pilots’ course, graduating in 2001 as the
IDF's first female combat pilot, 53 years after the establishment of the Israeli Air Force and
seven years after the course opened to women.

Until 1995, the prestigious pilots” course was open only to men, as were all IDF
combat units. In November 1993, a soldier named Alice Miller requested permission to
enlist in the course. Her request was denied, and Miller decided to appeal the decision. In
August 1994 she petitioned the Supreme Court of Justice, arguing that the army’s policy
denied equal opportunities for women, thereby violating Israel’s Basic Law of Human
Dignity and Liberty. A year later, the Supreme Court justices ruled that Miller be allowed
to try out for the course, thereby setting a historic precedent. Three years later, the IDF’s
first female combat navigator completed the course, followed by two additional women
navigators. Zuckerman is the fourth female soldier to finish the pilot’s course, and the first
to be assigned to be a fighter pilot; she served in an F16 squadron. Over the course of her
military service, Zuckerman returned to the flight academy, this time as a commander.
Zuckerman was released from the IDF in 2007, and continued to serve in reserve duty.

After her release, Zuckerman studied electrical engineering at Tel Aviv University. Today
she is the vice president of engineering, operations and purchasing at an energy company.

17 years after earning her pilot’s wings and 75 years after the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising,
Zuckerman and her two sisters set out to research her family’s history. When the Nazis began
to send the ghetto’s inhabitants to the death camps, her grandparents, Antek Zuckerman
and Zivia Lubetkin, established the ZOB, the Jewish Fighting Organization. 1943’s Warsaw
Ghetto Uprising, one of the only Jewish uprisings against the Nazis and certainly the largest,
continued for two weeks, during which the Jews fought heroically until the Germans set fire
to the ghetto, destroying it completely. Zivia, along with other fighters, escaped the burning
ghetto through the sewers. Her three granddaughters walked these very same tunnels in
2018, bridging the gap between the Zuckerman family’s survivors and their descendants.

She is married to her longtime partner, whom she met while they were both in the
pilots’ course, and is the mother of three children.

In recognition of her grandparents’ legacy that she bears so nobly, the historic milestone
on the road to full equality between men and women that she achieved as the first
female fighter pilot, , and her commitment to uncompromising excellence at any age,
in any field, Roni Zuckerman is hereby named an

Honorary Fellow
of the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya

Prof. Uriel Reichman
President and Founder

June 7th, 2018
Herzliya, Israel
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