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The English version of this Decision immediately follows.
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The Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya
May 30, 2012

Disciplinary File No. 3/2012
In the matter of Student A (hereinafter: The Student).

Decision

1. The matter before us concerns a student in her final year of studies in Business Administration. In
the complaint filed against her a claim was made that during the exam in the course "Introduction
to Insurance and Risk Management" which was held on January 30, 2012, the Student used
prohibited material, i.e. 2 formulas which she wrote on her palm. Consequently she has been
accused of committing offenses under clauses 2(a), 2(c), 2(e), 2(1) and 2(r) of the Disciplinary
Regulations.

2. The Student admitted to committing the offenses of which she was accused in the Letter of
Complaint. She took full responsibility and understood the severity of her actions. She also
admitted her offenses to the proctors who noticed the writing on her palm and she did not try to
evade the consequences with fabricated claims. The Student claimed, through a Student Union
Representative on her behalf, that under the circumstances of this case the punishment of
suspension from studies should not be imposed on her. She argues, the minimal punishment
determined in clause 3(b)(4) of the Disciplinary Regulations relates solely to cheating on the
exam and does not relate to possessing prohibited material in the exam. She asked to impose only
punishment that does not involve suspension which would effect the continuity of her studies both
due to her admission and in order to allow her to immediately continue with studies towards her
master's degree.

3. In contrast, the Honorable Complainant, Ms. Orly Shaked argued that the Disciplinary regulation
is clear and stipulates a minimal punishment of suspension for one semester without any
discretion on the part of the Disciplinary Officer. Deviating from the stipulations of clause 3(b)(4)
of the Disciplinary Regulations would make it void of content. Consequently she asked to impose
on the Student the minimum punishment stipulated in the regulations in addition to
disqualification of the course.

4. In light of the Student's admission, I am convicting her of the offenses of which she has been
accused in the Letter of Complaint. In regard to punishment, first of all the exam shall be
disqualified. As for suspension, the Student Union Representative argued that the interpretation of
clause 3(b)(4) of the Disciplinary Regulations is not groundless since the clause relates to
cheating on an exam and does not relate to all the other alternatives of the offense defined in
clause 2(c) of the Disciplinary Regulations. Nonetheless, I do not need to decide in regard to this
question in this case, since in any case I believe that the severe offense committed necessitates
punishment of suspension for one semester. The Student came to the exam with two formulas
written on her hand with the clear intention of breaching the integrity at the exam which is very
serious. No personal circumstances and claims justifying significant appeasement of the
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punishment was brought before me and the argument that suspension may delay the acceptance of
the Student to graduate school does not justify not suspending her.

5. In light of all of the aforesaid, I am instructing that the following punishment be imposed on the
Student:

a. Disqualification of the course.

b. Suspension from studies for one semester. The suspension shall take effect the beginning of
the first semester of the upcoming academic year, 2012-13. Until the suspension takes effect,
the Student can complete and study any course. To eliminate any doubt, the Student shall not
receive any entitlement to her degree and/or any other certificate before completion of the
punishment of suspension as stated.

6. I would like to take this opportunity and upon completion of my term as Disciplinary Officer, to
recommend reexamining and redrafting the Disciplinary Regulations based on the vast experience
which has accumulated throughout its years of application.

7. The Secretariat shall publicize this decision without naming the Student.

Dr. Rifat Azam
The Disciplinary Officer



