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Disciplinary Case No. 19/2024
In the matter of Student A — (hereinafter: the Student).
September 8, 2024

Decision

1. Last year the Student completed her course requirements for her master’s degree in social
psychology at the Baruch Ivcher School of Psychology at Reichman University and is
awaiting the completion of her study requirements by receiving her final grade on her thesis.

2. Unfortunately, as a Student awaiting the grade of her final thesis, she behaved in public in a
manner that violated the dignity of her former best friend, another student at the school,
behavior which is unbecoming the dignity of the university and of a student. Therefore, the
Student was brought before a hearing on suspicion of infracting sections 2(1) and/or 2(m) of
Reichman University's Disciplinary Regulations (hereinafter: '"the Disciplinary
Regulations").

3. The honorable university complainant, Ms. Orly Shaked, Disciplinary Committee
Coordinator and Protocol Registrar, Ms. Orit Leizer; Student Union representative Ms.
Chen Sternhal, and the Student herself were present at the hearing concerning the Student
that was held before me on campus on Wednesday, August 28, 2024 (at 12:00 noon),.

4. It should be emphasized that at the very beginning of the hearing, the Student took full
responsibility, admitted and apologized from the bottom of her heart for the unusual,
unacceptable and unfortunate incident, and tried to explain what led to that incident, which
was carried out in public close to a festive ceremony at the university. To protect her rights
to privacy we will refrain from providing the details of her lengthy and credible testimony in
this context.

5. The Student emphasized to us that she apologized to both the dean of the school and the head
of the program, and that she did everything in her power to try to apologize to the student,
her former best friend, who was deeply hurt by her actions but the latter, to the student's great

regret, did not allow her to do so.
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6. In light of the admission of the facts attributed to the Student, I decided to convict her of
behavior unbecoming the dignity of the university and that of a university student (in
accordance with section 2(m) of the Disciplinary Regulations).

7. It should be remembered, as the rabbinic saying that first appeared in the Maharal of Prague:
"Derech Eretz precedes Torah," moral and polite behavior precedes even the study of
Torah, to the point that Torah and mitzvot should not be taught to anyone who is not
embedded with “Derech Eretz”.! In the unfortunate and unnecessary incident, the Student
breached this basic rule, which should be well known to all of the students at the university,
and the Student understands this well and repents her actions.

8. In light of the conviction for the offense of behavior unbecoming the dignity of Reichman
University and that of a student, after hearing the parties regarding the punishment, taking
into account the personal and other circumstances detailed before us that cannot be
elaborated upon publicly and for the full and sincere remorse on the part of the Student, the
honorable complainant was of the opinion that only a reprimand in this special case would
suffice.

9. In light of my full agreement with the complainant's position and with her reasoning, I
informed the parties at the end of the hearing that I would impose the punishment of only a
reprimand on the Student, which in my opinion is appropriate in this case and especially in
light of the difficult circumstances in the background of the case that cannot be publicly
detailed as stated. Taking into account that upon publication of my decision, the Student's
thesis grade will have been provided, there is no point in conditional punishment in the

Student's case, as is customary in most cases.

This decision will be published without mentioning the Student's name or any other identifying

details.

/\ “O ."

Dr. Assaf Porat
Disciplinary Officer

! Compare with Wikipedia; Entry: #Derech Eretz preceded the Torah?.

Reichman University (IDC Herzliya)
Public Benefit Company P.O.Box 167 Herzliya 4610101, Israel | www.runi.ac.il | Tel: +972 9 9527272 | info@runi.ac.il

4



