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Disciplinary Appeals Committee
Appeals Case 2372024

Disciplinary Appeals Committee — Reichman University

Before: Dr. Dana Wolf - Committee Chair
Dr. Hillel Sommer - Committee Member
Adv. Or Karabaki - Committee Member
The Appellant: The Student A

Represented by Ms. Chen Sthernhall
Vs

The Respondent: Reichman University

Represented by Ms. Orly Shaked - The Chief Complainant

Appeal of the judgment of the Disciplinary Officer, Dr. Assaf Porat
Given in Disciplinary Case 23/2024 on September 24, 2024.

Date of Hearing: January 28, 2025

Decision

Introduction

1. Before us is an appeal concerning the punishment imposed by the Disciplinary Officer, in which
the appellant, who was convicted in reference to three different complaints of knowingly
providing false information to the university in order to obtain rights at the university, as well
as cheating on an exam, and sentenced to permanent expulsion from studies at the university,
which began the first semester of 2025.

2. The appellant was convicted of knowingly providing false information to the university in order
to obtain rights at the university in accordance with section 2(b) of the Disciplinary
Regulations, as well as of cheating on an exam in accordance with section 2(c) of the

Disciplinary Regulations.

The Hearing before the Disciplinary Officer

3. According to the facts, which are not under dispute:
5
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3.1 At the time of committing the offenses, the appellant was studying towards her
bachelor's degree in computer science at the International School at Reichman
University. At the time of the committing the offenses the appellant was in her last
year of studies at the university. The appellant was convicted in a disciplinary
complaint on the basis of three different complaints relating to various courses, as
detailed in the decision of the Disciplinary Officer, Dr. Assaf Porat (hereinafter —
"The Decision of-the Disciplinary Officer").

3.2 The first two complaints concern two similar suspicions: knowingly providing false
information to the University in order to obtain rights at the University and/or
attempting to cheat in connection with the exams and/or infracting the directives in
these matters. Namely concerning a declaration given by the appellant in advance
which states that at the time of the exam she will be at her place of residence abroad
(in Europe) and therefore she will be entitled to take the exam via Zoom, whereas in
fact she was in Israel during the exams, contrary to the declaration she made. This
relates to four exams, all in all, as detailed in the Disciplinary Officer’s- decision.
The third complaint is a separate complaint and relates to the suspicion of cheating
in the form of copying on an exam, Moed Gemel, which was held on campus, while
the appellant was the only one who took the exam via Zoom.

3.4 It should be noted that the appellant is not a citizen of Israel, but rather a citizen of
one of the European countries in which her permanent place of residence is also
located. The appellant lived in Israel during the period of her studies by virtue of a
time-limited student visa, which was granted to her in view of her studies at the
university.

3.5 Even before and during the hearing before the Disciplinary Officer, the appellant
admitted the facts alleged in her complaint with regard to the first two similar
complaints. However, the Disciplinary Officer noted in his decision that the
confession was somewhat reserved, while she confirmed the alleged factual aspect

that was claimed, but from the mental aspect, she tried to claim error, irresponsibility,
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and similar conditions that lacked intent. The Disciplinary Officer further notes that
prior to those confessions, and in light of the suspicions that arose against her, the
Appellant was asked about her location at the time of the examinations, and she
replied that she was outside of Israel as she had declared, i.e., she denied that she was
in Israel at the time of the examinations. With regard to the third complaint, at first
the appellant denied what was alleged in the claim in the complaint against her
regarding the suspicion of cheating on the Moed Gemel exam. However, during the
hearing before the Disciplinary Officer, the Appellant finally admitted that she had
material on the table that was prohibited from being used during the closed book
exam, namely she confessed to the act cheating on the exam.

4. Inview of the above, the Disciplinary Officer convicted the Appellant of knowingly providing
false information to the University in order to obtain rights in the University in accordance
with Section 2(b) of the Disciplinary Regulations, as well as of cheating on the exam in
accordance with Section 2(c) of the Disciplinary Regulations.

5. Following the appellant's conviction, the Commissioner decided to impose on the appellant
punishment of permanent expulsion from studies at the university, which will begin the
first semester of 2025. The Disciplinary Officer noted in his decision that this was the only
suitable punishment for the severe acts of the Appellant. In his view, this is a case of an
accumulation of wrongful acts, which began with fraudulent acquisition — permission to take
the exam via Zoom on the basis of a false representation which is indisputable. They continue
with the serious suspicion of cheating on at least one exam, suspicion that remains as such in
the absence of direct evidence of an improper act, and ends with the full admission of cheating
on an exam administered via Zoom.

6. The Disciplinary Officer noted in his decision that when the foundation of trust between the
University and the Appellant repeatedly erodes, Reichman University can no longer serve as an
academic institution for her. The Disciplinary Officer further noted that, despite the willingness

to go the extra mile for the appellant, who is a foreign student in the final stretch of her studies,
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he does not believe that in this case, a punishment less than permanent expulsion would be

sufficient.

Discussion and Decision

7. The Honorable University Complainant, Ms. Orly Shaked, the Coordinator of the Disciplinary
Committee and the Registrar of the Minutes, Ms. Orit Leizer, the Registrar of the Protocol in
English, Ms. Francis Laro, the representative of the Student Union on behalf of the Appellant,
Ms. Chen Sthernhall, and the Appellant herself (at whose request the hearing was conducted
via Zoom so that she could join it from her place of residence in Europe) attended the hearing
before us in the matter of the Appellant, which was held via Zoom on January 28, 2025.

8. During the hearing before us, the appellant's representative, Chen Sthernhall, argued that the
appellant is aware of the severity of her actions and acknowledges that their gravity warrants a
harsh penalty. However, she seeks to mitigate the irreversible decision of permanently expelling
her from the university.

9. Ms. Sthernhall further argued that the fact that the appellant did not admit her actions from
the outset was indeed serious, but emphasized that since the appellant internalized the
severity of her actions, she has taken full responsibility for her actions, regrets them and
expresses remorse for them.

10. Ms. Sthernhall also argued regarding the punishment threshold in other cases, and presented
disciplinary decisions indicating that in cases similar to that of the appellant, where two offenses
of false declarations stemmed from the same incident (the false report) and where the appellant
had no previous convictions or prior proceedings before the Disciplinary Committee, less severe
punishment was imposed.

11. It was further argued by Ms. Sthernhall that the damage that will be caused to the appellant in
light of her permanent expulsion is harsh. The appellant completed three years of studies and
apart from the three courses related to this appeal, she completed all of her studies. Ms.

Sthernhall argued that her permanent expulsion would completely divert the course of her life.
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Mrs. Sthernhall further argued that the appellant cannot renew her study visa in Israel, and
therefore her expulsion from her studies would also lead to her removal from the country.
Moreover, the appellant’s permanent expulsion would bring an abrupt and irreversible end to
her years of study and her future in Israel.

12. It is a well-established principle that appellate bodies are reluctant to interfere with the severity
of punishment determined by the trial instance. This applies to the courts of the state as well as
to Reichman University (see the Appeal in Disciplinary Case 6/2015 dated December 6, 2015;
the Appeal in Disciplinary Case 10/2015 dated September 24, 2015; and Criminal Appeal
7659/15 Roni Zirer Harush vs. the State of Israel [published in Nevo, April 20, 2016]). As a
general rule, the Appeals Committee must exercise restraint when intervening in decisions made
by the Disciplinary Officer. This principle primarily derives from Section 1 of the university's
Disciplinary Regulations, which designates the Disciplinary Officer as the authority responsible
for "disciplinary matters" and vests in him the communal authority to set and enforce the
disciplinary policy at Reichman University. As the official in charge of "disciplinary matters,"
the Disciplinary Officer is directly exposed to the facts of each case. This includes the authority
to question respondents and witnesses in hearings, assess disciplinary trends and complaints
within the university, and handle disciplinary enforcement requests. It is their duty to uphold
and enforce disciplinary standards in accordance with disciplinary policy of Reichman
University, as he deems fit in the scope of his role.

13. However, given the broader composition of the Appeals Committee and its focus solely on the
punishment of actual suspension that is particularly severe, the committee remains open to
discussing the extent to which the personal circumstances of the appellant student can be taken
into account. This must be carefully balanced with the goals and character of Reichman
University, the purpose of the university’s disciplinary process, and the community status of the
disciplinary officer as the direct authority responsible for disciplinary matters.

14. There is no doubt: the offenses of which the appellant was convicted are among the most serious

in the academic world. Knowingly providing false information to the university in order to
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obtain rights at the university and cheating on an exam are in complete contradiction to the
values of Reichman University and academia in particular. Not to mention their accumulation.
15. Having considered all the circumstances, including the appellant's unique personal
circumstances, and with a stern warning that the accumulation of these offenses should be
regarded as the most serious offenses, nevertheless, we found, beyond the letter of the law
and in view of the appellant's unique personal circumstances, to slightly lessen the appellant's

sentence from permanent expulsion to a period of three and a half years, which will begin the

beginning of the first semester of 2024-2025. In other words, the punishment of suspension will

cease at the end of the first semester of 2027-2028 school year.

This decision will be published without the appellant's identifying details.
Given today, February 9, 2025.

]
; . /O ) ;’:; o
Dr. Dana Wolf, Chairwoman Dr. Hillel Sommer Adyv. Or Karabaki

—
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