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The English version of this Decision immediately follows.
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The Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya
September 25, 2016

Disciplinary File: 31/2016
In the matter of Student A - (hereinafter: The Student).

Decision

1. The case under discussion concerns a Student at the Interdisciplinary Center against whom a
complaint was filed accusing him of committing offenses and infracting clauses 2(d), and/or 2(e),
and/or 2(f) and/or 2(I) of the Disciplinary Regulations of the Interdisciplinary Center
(hereinafter: The Disciplinary Regulations). After checking a homework assignment in an
academic course suspicion arose that part of the Student's work was copied from another
assignment submitted in the course.

2. Two hearings were held (on August 29, 2016 and September 20, 2016) in reference to the case
under discussion, with the participation of the Complainant, Ms. Orly Shaked, the accused
Student, Student Union Representative, Ofir Berger, who argued on behalf of the Student, an
observer from the Student Union, Ronnie Tendler, Acting Committee Coordinator, Orit Lazer
and the undersigned. Furthermore the Lecturer was present during the first hearing at which time
he gave his testimony.

3. In the framework of the course the Student was required to submit an academic paper. It is
noteworthy that the Lecturer, ex gratia and extraordinarily allowed the Student to submit his
paper, which is the subject of this case, due to very unique circumstances, though this is not the
time nor place to discuss them. When checking the paper suspicion arose on the part of the
Lecturer that complete sections of the Student's paper were copied. A brief clarification revealed
that the Student copied and/or rewrote complete sections from an academic paper already
submitted in the course several years ago.

4. During the hearing the Student admitted that he copied complete sections from it. To his
understanding and perception, as expressed at the hearings he did not do anything wrong since
though he used an academic paper already submitted, he still made the effort and wrote his paper
on his own while, according to his statements, investing a lot of time in drafting and organizing
the arguments and conclusions. In any case, the Student admitted that many sections of his paper
were copied from another academic paper as clearly reflected in his work.

5. In light of his admission to committing the offenses of which he has been accused I am convicting
him under clause 2(d) of the regulations which concerns cheating on a homework assignment.

6. Arguments for punishment: During the arguments for punishment the Student Union
Representative referred to a series of special circumstances of the Student, however this is not the
place to discuss them due to the need to protect the Student's right to privacy. The Student Union
Representative also noted that the Student is supposed to begin his internship in a Law Office.
Thus he asked to refrain from imposing punishment of suspension and to only impose punishment
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of a delay in the Student's entitlement to his degree, which would allow the Student to begin his
internship on time.

The Complainant on her part argued that in addition to the fact that this is a very serious offense
of cheating which requires suspension the fact that the Student was already convicted of cheating
on an exam should be taken into consideration. Thus she asked that punishment of prolonged
suspension be imposed, which she leaves to the discretion of the Disciplinary Officer.

As stated this case involves a Student who submitted a paper most of which was copied while
misrepresenting it as something that he toiled to write, with all its implications. My impression
from the hearings is that the Student did not necessarily comprehend the severity of his actions
(and/or has chosen not to comprehend) and he believes there was nothing wrong with his conduct.
The hearing in this case taught me that the Student did not learn his lesson at all and did not
internalize anything from his previous experience with the Disciplinary Committee at which time
he was convicted of copying on an exam and suspended for one semester.

It has already been noted in a series of disciplinary decisions that a student who chooses to cheat
on an exam and/or an academic paper must take into account that he will be suspended from
studies. This is the punishment threshold for offenses of these types. As stated, it is clear that
lessons were not learned and his pattern of behavior remained. This cannot be tolerated. Under
normal circumstances and in light of the repeated pattern of behavior in my opinion the Student
should be expelled from studies for eternity. Nonetheless, due to the Student's unique personal
circumstances as detailed during the hearing I have decided to refrain from doing so and I have
decided to impose punishment of suspension for one year. I hope that this time the accused
student will internalize the severity of his actions and will change his ways.

From the aforementioned it seems that the appropriate and proportionate punishment in this case
is as follows:

a. Suspension from studies for one academic year which will take effect the first semester
of the 2016-17 academic year.

b. Disqualification of the course.

c. Conditional expulsion for eternity, should the Student be convicted of an offense
involving academic dishonesty and/or deceit and/or cheating. The conditional suspension
shall remain valid until the completion of the 2017-2018 academic year.

This decision will be publicized without naming the Student.

Shelly Malka, Adv.
Disciplinary Officer
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