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The Interdisciplinary Center, Herzliya

Disciplinary File 45/2008
In the Matter of the Student (Hereinafter: The Student)

November 28, 2008
Decision

The Student, originally from the United States, is a freshman at the School of Government of the
Interdisciplinary Center, (hereinafter: "The Student").

The Student has been accused of offenses under clauses 2(a), 2(b), 2(f), 2(k) and 2(q) of the
Interdisciplinary Center's Disciplinary Code (hereinafter: "The Disciplinary Code"). During a
trip to the North of the International School, from May 11-13, 2008, (hereinafter: "the trip"), the
Student brought her spouse, who is not a student at the Interdisciplinary Center, but pretended to
be a student of the Interdisciplinary Center in order to join the trip. The complaint was filed by
Ms. Meirav Attar, Director of Student Affairs at the International School (hereinafter: "Ms.
Attar").

The honorable Complainant, Ms. Orly Shaked, who repeated the accusation of the offense of
deceit and/or misrepresentation in order to attain rights, the individual submitting the complaint,
Ms. Attar, the Student representing herself and represented by Ms. Michal Gonen, a
Representative of the Student Union were heard during the hearing held before me on
Wednesday, the 26" of November 2008, the 28" of Heshvan 5769, in the presence of Ms. Shir
Peer, the coordinator of the Disciplinary Committee and Ms. Loren Kessel who recorded the
protocol in English.

During the hearing the Student and the Student Union Representative emphasized that the
Student immediately admitted to Ms. Attar that she had committed the act of deceit and she has
repeated her admission. The Student explained that the reason for committing the offense was
that her spouse, who lives in Florida, came to Israel to visit for one month, they are low on
finances and they wanted to take the trip together. Close to the time of the trip friends of the
couple told them that they could exchange identities with students who were not taking the trip,
and even though the Student knew this was prohibited, she asked a friend, who hadn't
planned on taking the trip to use his identity and the friend agreed.

In light of the Student's admission to the offense and the request of the Complainant I have
decided to convict the Student of committing offenses under clauses 2(a), 2(b), 2(f) and 2(k)
of the Disciplinary Code.

We should emphasize that in Ms. Attar's testimony she clarified that the trip was subsidized for
the students of the International School who paid only 25 US dollars for a trip that cost the
International School 300 US dollars per student. Ms. Attar also explained there was limit on the
number of students who could participate in the trip.
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7.  The honorable Complainant noted from the perspective of leniency that this was the first offense

10.

of the first year (at the time of the offense) student who immediately admitted to committing the
offense. Nonetheless from the perspective of severity, we are dealing with a severe offense.
Therefore the honorable Complainant asked that we impose three punishments on the Student — a
warning, community service in the framework of the community service program of the
Interdisciplinary Center, at the discretion of the person in charge of discipline, and conditional
suspension for a period of one year.

Indeed this was an attempt to commit a severe act, which in part succeeded, i.e. to deceive the
Interdisciplinary Center's Authorities while using the identity of another person in order to attain
the right to participate in a three day trip at the expense of the International School and its
students. This incident justifies relating to this case in a severe manner and to respond to the
Complainant's demands.

In conclusion, I have found that the student understands the severity of the act she committed
with her spouse, immediately admitted to Ms. Attar that she committed the offense once it was
exposed and has taken full responsibility. She again admitted to the offense before me and
expressed sincere regret. The Student also understands the significance of conditional
punishment and its implications. Therefore, I agree with the Complainant's stand as written and
worded and impose the following punishment on the Student:

1. Warning.

2. Thirty (30) hours of community service in the framework of the community service
program at the Interdisciplinary Center, supervised by the Dean of Students. The
Student shall not receive certificate of entitlement to her degree before she has completed
the said hours of community service.

3.  Conditional Suspension for two semesters for any dishonest offense in general and
deception or misrepresentation in particular, in order to deter the individual and the
general student body.

This decision will be publicized without naming the Student.

Adv. Assaf Porat
In Charge of Discipline
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